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10 THE ATTACK FROM WITHIN 

in that direction, and the longer this dnft continues, the greater 
becomes the danger that the whole world may be sucked into 
a maelstrom of savage economic, poktical and military competi- 
tion and conflict.” 

Already the disintegration has gone far. In the pohtical 
sphere it has been manifested in war on thiee continents — 
in China, in Abyssinia, in Spain. Four free countries — 
Austria, Abyssinia, Czechoslovakia, Albania — have been 
wiped off the map. Legally existing governments are being 
undermined — since the world offensive of the aggressors 
began, with Hitler’s access to power in 1933, a King and a 
Chancellor, a Prime Minister and a Foreign Secretary, 
Ambassadors, Generals, Judges, Members of Parliament, 
have been assassinated. Interference m the internal affairs 
of other nations is established as a practice. Plunder on a 
grand scale is sweeping the world. 

Who IS responsible What Governments are now 
menacing civilisation with war and the threat of war ? All 
that has happened in recent years points clearly to the three 
criminals' Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, Imperial Japan. 


The Plunderers^ Pact. 

Hitler, Mussohm and the Japanese mihtarists consider 
the present phase of historical development as one of 
redistribution of world forces Dr. Goebbels, Nazi Minister 
of Information and Enhghtenment, who sometimes merits 
his title by the manner in which he unwittingly reveals the 
intentions of Nazi diplomacy, declared two months after 
the Mumch Agreement : 

“Not often in history is the world repartitioned, but of this 
we must now feel sure that, when the time is ripe for the Goddess 
of History to descend to the earth, and when the seam of her 
robe touches the groimd, then we must be sure that the respon- 
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sible statesmen of a nation must have the courage and deter- 
mination to grip this seam and to hold to it fast. I beheve that 
we live in such an historic hour.”i 

Mussolini and the Japanese generals take the same view. 
And their lust for power has been nourished by the feeble- 
ness of the resistance to their bngandage aU over the- 
world. 

Why the Anti-Comintem Pact^ 

The aggressors have made themselves more easily identifi- 
able by forming an alliance which masquerades under the- 
title “Anti-Comintem Pact”. The choice of this title is 
not in the least accidental. It is a deliberate attempt to 
disrupt that opposition to the aggressors’ plans which 
should have developed automatically in Bntain, France 
and the U.S A , whose possessions and wealth are directly 
menaced by the smash and grab pohcy of Berlin, Rome 
and Tokio The Nazis, who mspired the Anti-Comintem 
Pact, calculate that the democratic capitahsts fear social 
revolution more than they fear a threat to their own 
imperial possessions What could be more simple then 
than for Hitler and Mussolini to set up as buffers between 
the safes of the capitahsts and Lemnism ? 

There is httle doubt that the strategy has been effective. 
Several British aristocrats have failed to draw a moral 
from the fate of their equivalents in Austna and in China.. 
Prince Karl Furstenberg, Prmce Max of Hoehenberg and 
his brother Prince Ernst — ^these are now in Nazi concentra- 
tion camps. Confiscation of property without compensa- 
tion IS one of Nazi Germany’s methods of solvmg her 
economic problems, a development which Dr. Schacht 
has been helpless to restrain. Those democratic capitahsts 
who apparently prefer to lose democracy rather than lose 
^ Daily Telegraph, November 20, 1938. 
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“Economic and social problems have become pohtical prob- 
lems of the first national and international magmtude. 

That is why it is no longer possible to dissociate the future of 
peace from the future of social justice.” 

Peace is endangered by those interests which resist the 
advance of social justice — and they are to be found in 
every country in the world, in Britain no less than in Nazi 
Germany. The French call them Cagou/ord' 5 . And it is 
their sabotage of resistance, as much as the skiU or power 
of the aggressors, that has won the chief victories for 
aggression since 1931. 

Characteristic of the attitude of the Cagoulords has been 
that of the French Ex-Prime Mimster, M. Flandin. He 
sent a telegram to Hitler congratulating him on his Munich 
victory and received a reply from Hitler thanking him for 
his “ good work”. “ Flandimsm,” as the policy of capitula- 
tion to the aggressors came to be called in France, imphes 
making any concessions, including the cession of parts of 
France itself (such as Alsace-Lorraine and all or any parts 
of the French Colonial Empire) rather than run the risk 
of war against Hitler, since such a war might result in 
social revolution m France or Germany or both. 

Those British statesmen who are in effect “Flandinists” 
hesitate to put things in this forthright way. Even when 
they capitulate they muddle. Their aim is, by economic or 
even territorial concessions, to buy themselves into the 
Rome-Berlm Axis as equal partners. They ignore the 
probability that if their policy is persisted in, the price of 
entry into the Fascist alliance will be pushed so high that 
they will enter it not as equals but as slaves — ^that they 
wiU enter it not as Japan entered the Plunderers’ Pact, but 
as Abyssinia, as Czechoslovakia, as Austria, as Albania 
entered it. For France this danger is more immediate 
than it is for Britain. If “Flandmism” were persisted in 
(and happily there are signs that it is now losing its influence 
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all over France), if France failed to resist the next encroach- 
ments upon her, she would lose all her power to resist at 
all. She would come into the Axis as a dependent of Berlin 
and Rome She would be another Slovakia, relying for her 
own internal stability on Nazi support. And if France 
went, Bntain itself would be m grave danger of becoming 
a dependency of the totahtarian alliance. 

Even the conquest of Bohemia has not been enough to 
restrain the treachery of some of these Cagoulords. The 
present attempt to create a bloc of states prepared to 
resist aggression is being sabotaged by men in high places 
who are so obsessed by the fear of Bolshevism that they 
are willing to sacrifice national safety by conniving at the 
advance of their country’s enemies rather than run the 
risk of co-operating with the forces of peace which in some 
cases — ^particularly the U.S.S.R. — stand politically on the 
Left. So strong is their influence that Ribbentrop, who 
prides himself on his numerous friends “withm the gate” 
in London^, is still persuading Hitler that the British 
“Fifth Column” is powerful enough even today to cause 
a new Munich. The long delay in the formation of an 
alliance with Soviet Russia is to a large extent the work of 
these elements, some of whom are m the Cabinet itself. 
Their explanation of the delay is that their hands are tied 
by the refusal of the small states to have anythmg to 

^ On October 14, 1938, just after Municb, a columnist wrote in The 
Spectator: 

“I learn on entirely reliable authority that one of the reasons why 
Herr von Ribbentrop afiSrmed with such persistence, and with such 
effect, that Great Bntam did not mean busmess m the matter of 
Czechoslovakia, was that he was able to produce letters from various 
Fn glish fnends urging him and Herr Hitler to stand firm and assuring 
him that if they did they would get what they wanted ” 

Early in April of this year (1939), just after Hitler’s march on Prague, 
both the I>ai^ Telegraph and the Observer reported that “Herr von 
Ribbentrop aurmg the past few days has been wntmg volummous 
pnvate letters to British citizens expressmg the most melancholy 
distress over Britain’s ‘misunderstanding’ of Germany’s policy.” 
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In the Far East, Germany, though its Press is friendly, 
has been opposed to Japan’s war on China, not on moral 
or humanitarian grounds, but partly because of the threat 
to Germany’s own trading interests in China, partly 
because Germany wants Japan’s support in the event of 
an ultimate war with Russia. Berlin wants Japan to be 
strong enough to hold up her end of the triangle of 
aggressive forces. Japan however has become so heavily 
involved in China that her strength is . inadequate for a 
war against Russia. 

The Nazi Government itself tried to save the situation 
by main ta ining friendly relations with the Chinese Govern- 
ment long after the outbreak of the war. Hitler hoped 
ultimately to be able to bring even China into the Axis, 
or at least to be called in as mediator in the Far East. 
In pursuance of this pohcy, Nazi Germany in the first 
months of the war actually supplied China with more war 
matenals than any other power. As a result Nazi anti- 
aircraft guns brought down — and are stiU bringing down — 
Japan’s American planes. The German General Faulken- 
hausen, oflBcial^ adviser to the Chinese armies, was in a 
large measure responsible for the Chinese victory at 
Taerchwang. 

On her side China accepted German arms but refused 
German mediation. Japan became annoyed at Germany’s 
aid for China and demanded that it should stop. Germany’s 
need for China’s tungsten and tm, however, is greater than 
her love for Japan, and both Germany and Italy continue 
to supply China with many essential war supplies despite 
renewed Japanese protests. A new barter agreement to 
the amount of 10 million dollars was actually signed between 
Germany and Chma in May, 1939. 

Germany has good reason to fear Japan’s advance in 
the economic field and her trade has already sufiered from 
Japanese encroachment. Thus whereas in 1931 the value 
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of German exports to China amounted to 148,300,000 Rm, 
in 1938 they had declined to 99,400,000 Rm. In 1937 
Germany’s percentage of China’s import trade was 15.31 
per cent. In 1938, it was 12.64 per cent.’^ In the Japanese 
“controlled” area of China as much as 65 per cent of the 
goods imported are Japanese. German investments in 
China have also suffered. The Japanese Army has seized 
100 million Chinese dollars’ worth of German investments 
— the Far Eastern Machinery Co.’s cotton mills and 
plantations in the lower Yangtze belonging to A.E.G. 
interests. The German managers were evicted at bayonet 
point. 

Evidence of anxiety in German business circles at 
Japan’s policy in Chma is found in the criticism expressed 
by the German Chamber of Commerce m Shanghai agamst 
Germany’s pact with Japan. The President of the German 
Chamber issued a declaration which contained such 
mteresting comments of the prospects in China that it is 
worth quoting at length . 

“Germany’s official attitude has involved us m serious 
financial loss and has forfeited for us the confidence of the 
Chinese people. We have lost our good will and twenty years’ 
hard work has been rendered useless. Even if some Chinese 
politicians should understand the basic idea in our pact with 
Japan, they have no influence on the Chinese people, who cannot 
understand how we can open the doors to Japanese advance 
and at the same time remain friends of Chma We depend on 
the state of mind of the masses who buy and sell — ^both in 
China proper and in the regions “occupied” by the Japanese. 
These masses are now defimtely hostile to us. 

“What have we to hope in the economic sphere from a China 
oppressed by Japan”? Those who know the motive of this 
invasion know full well that a Japanese victory over China would 
mean the end of all foreign busmfess. 

^ It is noteworthy that Bntain’s percentage of China’s import trade 
also declmed from 11.68% m 1937 to 7 90% m 1938. 
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Italy's Peril. 

The Rome-Berhn Axis itself is a more detailed and 
sohd alhance than the wider association with Japan. At 
the beginning of May 1939, the Italo-German under- 
standing was openly turned into a mihtary pact. The 
best comment on this was that of Paris Soir, which remarked 
that some marriages only regularised already existing 
relationships and such was the nature of the new pact 
between Germany and Italy. In this marriage there is 
httle room for doubt as to which party had to promise to 
love, honour and obey. 

For if Munich was a disaster to Britain and France, it 
was hardly less disastrous to Italy herself, considered as 
an independent state and not as an appendage of Germany. 
Germany’s annexation of Austna had already shattered 
Italy’s Rome Protocol policy by severing Italy from her 
partner Hungary. Italy was left at Germany’s mercy and 
a fatal blow was struck at the traditional Itahan foreign 
policy of the Balance of Power, described graphically by 
Mussohm himself in a speech he dehvered on May 20, 
1925, on what he called the fimdamentals of Italian pohcy. 
He then declared — and the Itahan people would do well 
to mark this declaration now: — 

“To guarantee the frontiers of the Rhme is not enough: the 
frontier of the Brenner must also be guaranteed. I beheve that 
the Senate wiU agree with me and uphold me in my point of 
view when I say that Italy could never tolerate the patent viola- 
tion of the" treaties which an annexation of Austria by Germany 
would constitute 

“This annexation, in my view, would completely nullify the 
eflFects of the Italian victory. It would increase the demagrophic 
and territorial power of Germany and create the paradoxical 
situation that the only nation which would extend its territories. 
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which would augment its population, and become the most 
powerful bloc in Central Europe, would be precisely Germany,” 

Over nine years later, when the independence of Austria 
was threatened by the Nazis when they murdered Dollfuss 
in July 1934, Mussolim rushed several divisions to the 
Brenner to show Hitler that he had not changed his mind. 
At the same time he addressed a message to the new 
Austrian Chancellor declanng that “The independence of 
Austria, for which Dollfuss has fallen, is a principle which 
has always been defended by Italy and which, in future, 
will be defended with yet greater vehemence”. A few 
months later he reaffirmed this attitude by declaring, “We 
have defended and will defend the independence of Austria, 
consecrated by the blood of a Chancellor who may have 
been small m stature but whose spmt and soul were great”. 

In March 1938, Austria was incorporated in the Reich 
and the swastika flew over the Brenner. Now Czecho- 
slovakia too has been absorbed. Even had he desired to 
do so, Mussolim could hardly have assisted Czechoslovakia, 
the greatest obstacle to the German march to the South. 
Crippled by her war on Abyssinia — “a corpse bound on 
the back of the killer” as Mr. Winston ChurchiU has 
described it — and with about half a milhon men in Libya 
and Spain, all to be maintained by a continuous dram 
on the hard-driven people of Italy, Italy lay bottled up in 
mid-Mediterranean, powerless to alter the course of events 
which threatened to compass her doom as a great power. 
Behind Mussolim’s truculence is the knowledge that his 
relationship to Hitler is that of the vulture to the lion, 
following him, waiting for him to pounce, but having to 
content himself with that which Hitler has rejected. 

Mussolini’s only hope now is that Hitler m his march 
of conquest? will allow him some compensation m the 
Mediterranean and Africa. This Hitler is quite wiUing 
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Hitler encourages Mussolini’s itnpenalisin for the good 
reason that Mussohni has a considerable nuisance value 
where Britain and France are concerned. Any gain by 
Mussolini at the expense of Britain and France is also a 
gain to Hitler for that attack on the Western Powers which 
Hitler is now hastily preparing. The same apphes to the 
advance of Japanese power in the Far East. To sustain 
his attack Hitler must broaden his economic and strategic 
basis. That is why he invaded Boheima and Moravia, to 
have more gold and foreign currency, more rolhng stock, 
more factories. That is why he and Mussolini are endeav- 
ouring to secure further positions from which they can 
strike at the vital interests of France and Britain. Hitler 
and Mussolini are out to smash the power of France and 
Britain. Let there be no ambiguity about this. This is the 
key to the present activity of the Rome-Berhn Axis all 
over Europe. 

That activity is directed in the Mediterranean not for 
Mussohni’s sole benefit, not as a ‘compensation’ to him 
for Hitler’s gams in Central Europe and the Danube, as 
many British commentators think. It is concentrated there 
because the Mediterranean is afield of operations that will 
be of the utmost importance in leading to the final showdown 
with Britain and France. 

For that showdown, Nazi Germany has been preparing 
steadily since the Italo-German invasion of Spain in July 
1936. As Captain LiddeU. Hart has pointed out: 

“People who talk of preventmg another war are at least two 
years out of date — the deeper sense The second Great Wax 
of the twentieth century began m July, 1936 ” 

A similar view was expressed in April, 1938, in a lecture 
on “The Decisive Struggle in the Mediterranean” given 
by a Nazi authority. Professor Max Gruen, the German 
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traveller and geologist, after a visit to Mussolini in Italy. 
Extracts from this lecture were reported in the Manchester 
Guardian on April 18, 1938. Subsequent events have 
shown that Professor Gruen must have been speaking 
with the highest authority. He said : 

“The war in Spam is a European war that is being waged for 
supremacy (‘ Vorherrschaft') in the Mediterranean. Hitherto 
Italy has played the part of a power submissive to England and 
France — for example, in the World War. But the strength she 
has now achieved, as well as her geographical position, allows 
her to pursue an active pohcy 

“(To-day Italy is England’s strongest rival in the Mediterranean. 
If Spam falls into the hands of Franco, then Gibraltar is threatened, 
and the transport of French troops from the colonies will be made 
almost impossible because of the fortified Balearic islands. When 
this has happened, Germany WILL FLAY HELL with France m a 
way that that country has never experienced throughout the whole 
of her history. 

“France has girded herself with concrete armour along her 
eastern frontier, but she forgot that her Itahan sister would 
abandon her one day. Marianne is vulnerable on the Itahan 
frontier* 600,000 Italian troops are ready to invade France in 
case of need. 

“The Sudanis embraced by an Italian pincer-formation . . 
The Suez Canal is threatened by Italy to-day. The Mosul- 
Haifa oil pipe-hne can be destroyed with the help of the Arabs 
in case of emergency so that the English Mediterranean fleet 
will be deprived of its oil reserve. 

“Japan may be counted on to use the opportunity of seizing 
Hong-Kong, and thereby as good as excluding England from 
the Far East. England will have to swallow whatever Germany 
and Italy set before her. The whole world is laughmg at Eng- 
land in her impotence to-day. She would not have put up with 
this before 1914. England is trying to overtake Germany and 
Italy by means of her tremendous rearmament. But we are 
too far ahead with our armaments to be overtaken. The days 
of the Hakfaxes are over. We demand what was stolen from 
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us — our colonies. In case of war, Italy will annex a part of 
Southern France.” 

Advance in Spain was a necessity for the’Power Politics 
of the Rome-Berlin Axis. The main objective of German 
activity in Spam was to organise a Spanish front for the 
war on France and Britain. It was part of a dehberate 
plan to shut Britain out of the Mediterranean. Writing 
in the Boersen Zeitung on April 13 of this year (1939), 
Colonel Von Xylander, a German Army Officer, stated : 

“From the Western powers. Spam has never received her due. 
Britain’s possession of Gibraltar and France’s predominant 
position in Morocco are symbolic of the attitude of these two 
countnes. 

“Spain, in alliance with those powers which act for world 
peace, can remove that great mjustice by barrmg entry mto the 
Mediterranean of a power (namely Britain) which does not 
dwell there. 

“It hes with Spain herself to decide whether to take a favour- 
able opportunity to renew her old glory.” 

With Franco’s victory. Hitler and Mussohni beheve 
that the ongmal purpose of their intervention in Spain — 
td revolutiomse the strategic layout of Europe in favour 
of the Rome-Berlin Axis — ^has been achieved. 

As the Rheimsch-Westfallische Zeitung, organ of German 
heavy industry, commented on January 31, 1939, on the 
fall of Barcelona: 

“France’s route to Africa is now menaced by Sardinia and 
Barcelona . . . Nationahst Spam and Italy are now two &m 
friends, which is not the case with France. France can never 
hope to have the new Spain on its side in the event of a Mediter- 
ranean war. On the contrary, the ports of Spam will be opened 
to the allied nation Italy. With the taking of Barcelona the 
transformation of the status quo is evident to all eyes.” 
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Typical of Italian comment on the fall of Barcelona was 
that in the paper Tevere on January 27, 1939 : 

“It is a moral and also a strategic defeat for France. France 
had three routes uniting her 40 miUion citizens on the contment 
to 60 million inhabitants in her African Empire. 

“The first two were the Atlantic route, which was too long 
and risky, and the Mediterranean route. Now, thanks to the 
Italian navy, not a single boat or a single French soldier will 
be able to cross the Mediterranean. 

“There remained the Spamsh coast, with the ports of Carta- 
gena, Valencia and Barcelona Henceforth this route is lost 
to France 

“She may stiU try to get it back, but it needs only a shght 
pressure on the Alps and the Rhme, and a united and fundamental 
pressure on the Pyrenees coasts, to force her to a reasonable 
attitude.” 

In the sphere of strategy it is important to notice the 
ascendancy of the strategical base theory in Nazi military 
science. The general staff of the German army and navy 
take the view that “the degree of preparation for war 
does not mainly depend on the quantity of armaments in 
the hands of the beUigerents; of equal importance is the 
geographical-strategical situation of the opposing forces”.^ 
This theory is held to be true of war on land and even 
more true of naval warfare. On this question Rear-Admiral 
Gadow, in an article on “Strategical Naval Bases” printed 
in the War Ministry’s Journal, Militarwissenschaftliche 
Rundschau (Vol. XXXVI, No 4) states: 

“The theory of the naval war, as an important and very often 
decisive sector of a war as a whole, takes into account two 
things as elementary factors m sea power, the fleet, and the 
strategical bases. Each complements the other, and it is super- 

^ On this subject see Hitler’s Conspiracy Against Peace, by S 
Erckner (GoUancz). 
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fluous to examine which is primary. . Naval bases abroad 
form the axis for crmser and trade warfare.” 

Nazi strategists state that one of the reasons for Germany’s 
defeat in the Great War was the neglect of strategical bases. 
Ea the next war this mistake will not be repeated. The 
Nazi and Fascist aggressors treat foreign policy as a struggle 
for the best strategical position, a struggle which must be 
carried on in time of peace. This explains the Fascist 
intervention m Spain and Italy’s seizure of Albania as an 
advance post for general war. 

As the Nazi Angrijf stated on the day following Musso- 
lini’s seizure of Albania : 

“Albania is not only the Itahan Empire’s springboard to 
active participation in the pohcy of South-Eastern Europe, but 
It IS also, so to speak, the key to the back door of the Mediter- 
ranean ” 

The advantage for the Axis of the seizure of Albania 
was obvious and it is surprising to find responsible British 
commentators interpreting this new advance of the Axis 
as a move by Mussohm to check Hitler. No delusion could 
be more dangerous. The seizure of Albania was carried 
out with the full approval of the German General Staff and 
was intended as an immediate threat to Yugo-SIavia to 
force her to remain neutral or join the Axis. Once this 
has been accomphshed the Nazi General Staff calculates 
that both Rumania and Greece will keep out of an anti- 
Axis group. 

As far as Italy was concerned, the conquest of Albania 
enabled her to block the Adriatic and to reduce by one half 
the amount of coastline that Italy had to defend. Finally, 
by supporting on land the threat to the Dardanelles offered 
by the 80,000 Itahan troops in the Dodecanese, the Axis 
was preparing for the possibihty of ultimate Soviet Russian 
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participation in the Peace Alhance. It was intended as a 
move towards shutting Soviet Russia out of the Medi- 
terranean. 

It cannot be denied that, with the conmvance of the 
British Government, the Rome-Berlin Axis has apphed its 
strategical base theory most effectively. As the diplomatic 
correspondent of the Manchester Guardian^ has pointed 
out. 

“By their ascendancy in Spain, by the presence of Italian — 
and latterly German — ^troops in Libya, and above all, by the 
expansion of the German submarme fleet and the existence of 
the Mediterranean and perhaps even of Atlantic and Red Sea 
bases that can be used by German and Itahan submarines, the 
Axis powers are able to exercise very considerable pressure 
on the Western powers m the Western Mediterranean.” 

In the Atlantic no less than in the Mediterranean, Nazi 
Germany is actively estabhshing strategical bases. On the 
Atlantic coast of Spamsh Morocco the Germans have set 
up a base for their air arm in Larache, south-west of 
Tangier, which they have fortified in contravention of 
treaty undertakings. They have also fortified Cape Rio 
de O. The Nazis have built shipbuildmg yards, fuel 
refimng plant, and underground fuel storehouses on the 
Portuguese Bissagos Islands. Here, too, they have estab- 
lished bases for their submarines and positions for 
their artillery. In Angola there are extensive German 
enterprises. German Nazis orgamse armed divisions 
of negroes and attempt to mcite them with demagogic 
promises cff “hberation”. Berhn is also pressing the 
Portuguese Government for the cession of the Azores, 
which form the jimction of several transatlantic hnes. The 
resident German Consul in the Spamsh Canary Islands 
behaves as though he were the Governor. The Nazis have 
^ Manchester Guardian Weekly, March 3, 1939. 
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established petrol stores there, an oil refining plant, and 
bases for the air and submarine fleets. The Cape Verde 
Islands constitute another German air base threatening 
communications between Europe and South America. 

That the German submarine fleet itself is destined’ for 
use in Mediterranean and Atlantic, as well as in other 
waters, is stated quite openly m the Nazi press. Thus the 
Westdeutscher Beobachter, the Nazi organ for the Cologne 
area, stated (on February 6, 1939), commenting on the 
Nazi Government’s announcement that the tonnage of its 
submarme fleet would equal that of Britain: 

“During their control activity in Spanish waters the 500-ton 
German submarmes have proved their efficiency and given every 
satisfaction As the North Sea and the Baltic will only form 
part of the future field of operation of the fleet, attention is now 
more and more concentrated on the 500- to 700-ton type of 
submarine.” 

German submannes have already established a “vigi- 
lance service” on a line from the port of Los Passages — now 
developed into a German naval base in Northern Spain — 
to the Canary Islands. 

Hitler is now embarking on a Mediterranean policy as 
part of his plan to master the European Continent. Having 
won the war for Franco, Germany and Italy have no 
intention of qmtting his territory. There may be a “token” 
departure of Itahan infantry, but the German-Italian grip 
on Spain will not be relaxed. Berhn now argues that a 
continuance of German-Italian intervention in Spain is 
justified by the fact that the balance of power is being 
transformed by British rearmament and that the German- 
Italian position in Spain must be maintained or even 
strengthened to redress that balance.^ 

^Manchester Guardian Weekly, March 3, 1939. 
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What is the aim of the Axis Powers ? The answer has 
been gratuitously given by Signor Ansaldo, chief editor 
of Count Ciano’s newspaper, II Telegrafo, in an article 
written for the Hungarian Pester Lloyd The future of 
Europe, writes Signor Ansaldo, depends on the resistance 
made to the pohcy of the Rome-Berlin Axis. If this resist- 
ance gives way to a comprehension of Itahan and German 
power and progress, an era of peaceful reorganisation of 
Central Europe and the Mediterranean will be possible 
because Italo-German predominance will be left a free hand. 
But if obstinate resistance is offered by other powers, 
Europe’s future is a serious one indeed Signor Ansaldo 
reveals the Axis plan for the future of the Mediterranean. 
He says that the action of the Rome-Berlin Axis for the 
development of Europe will have two aims, one negative 
and the other positive. The negative aim should be to 
keep French and Russian influences as far from Central 
Europe and the Mediterranean as possible They have no 
business in either zone 

The positive aim is to bring about in Europe and the 
Mediterranean a state of complete order based on the 
principle of nationality modified by economic and histone 
needs. (This presumably means Nice (which is French) 
and Albama (which is Albanian) for Italy, because in these 
cases the principle of nationality is modified by Italy’s 
economic and historic needs ') 

France, concludes Signor Ansaldo, has practically lost 
all interest in the continent of Europe, but in certain cases 
likely to arise m the Mediterranean she will oppose a 
solution agreeable to the Rome-BerUn Axis and try to 
defend ancient frontiers based on privilege and injustice. 

This IS a clear statement of the aims of the Rome-Berhn 
Aods. No clearer warning to Britain and France could 
possibly have been given Yet within a fortmght of the 
^ Daily Telegraph, December 31, 1938 Italics mme. 



34 THE ATTACK FROM WITHIN 

publication of this warning, the British Prime Minister 
was toasting the health of His Majesty the King of Italy, 
and Emperor of Abyssinia, in Rome. 

From Spain the pressure of the Axis, materially strength- 
ened by Franco’s victory, has moved southward and west- 
ward in the Mediterranean. Germany now aims to be a 
Mediterranean as well as a continental power. Once 
Germany has acquired this new status she will move 
forward to an attempt to secure a German-Itahan domina- 
tion over the Mediterranean and Northern Africa. For 
the accomplishment of this programme the time is short 
on account of the pace of British (and, to a lesser degree 
French) rearmament, and because of signs in London that 
Mr. Chamberlain’s submissiveness has reached the limit 
of pubhc endurance. 

The precipitate seizure of Albania on April 7 (the date 
decided upon apparently during the staff talks between 
the Nazi General Keitel and the Itahan General Pariam 
at Innsbruck on April 5) was induced by the need for haste 
on the part of the Axis Powers. Hitler and Mussolini are 
still confident, however, that they can achieve a ‘ Mediter- 
ranean Munich’ in. 1939 by ‘peaceful’ means. Character- 
istic of the Nazi attitude is the article which appeared in 
the Fraenkische Tageszeitung, the organ of Gauleiter 
Streicher, on January 15, 1939: 

“Mussohm cannot tolerate guns at the open door of his 
house — and the powerful fortress of Bizerta in Tunis, the aero- 
dromes of Corsica, the Mareth line m Libya have no other 
significance. Further the Duce demands security for his com- 
mumcations with his colomes. 

“At Munich England for the first time lost the power to 
control Europe’s eqmlibrium. And when Franco will have 
reconquered his territory, the country which extends to the North 
of Gibraltar will also — and for ever — ^have escaped British 
tutelage. 
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“To-day, in all countries outside the Berlin-Rome-Tokio 
triangle, partisans of ostrich pohtics bury their heads in the sand 
through hysterical fear of a second Munich This second Munich 
will come because it must comeT 

Axis preparations for a Mediterranean Munich have 
advanced steadily towards fruition since 1936. They have 
been devoted not only to turning the Mediterranean into 
an Italian lake — ^that would not be enough ; a mare nostrum 
would be of limited value with two outlets, one to the East 
in the shape of an artificial canal, easily blocked, with banks 
exposed to attack from Palestine and Egypt; the other 
to the West, only fourteen miles across, dominated by 
Gibraltar and Ceuta. 

Even were the Axis Powers to master the Mediterranean 
without at the same time gaining some control of 
these two outlets, they would be prisoners in an inland 
sea. 

Under the headline “Expand or Explode”, the Italian 
newspaper Lavoro Fascist a explained in April of this year 
why Italy cannot remain “a prisoner in the Mediterranean”, 
even though she demands a paramount position there. 
According to this newspaper, twenty-four essential raw 
materials are to be found beyond the Straits of Gibraltar, 
but Britain has made the exits from the Mediterranean 
into the gates of a prison. 

“At one end is Suez. The British have barred Suez with 
their artillery and air squadrons, apart from all the bases they 
arm m the Mediterranean 

“At the other end is Gibraltar, the smallest colony in the 
world but the most important, because Britam is the only country 
which has colonies in Europe. (What of Germany’s seizure of 
Bohemia and Italy’s conquest of Albania Gibraltar is hke 
a lash of the whip in the face of the Spamsh people. It shuts 
up Italy in her own sea.” 
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Pathos is added to this analysis by the conclusion : 

“Italians live on a narrow peninsula, largely mountainous 
and marshy, on a soil which produces neither coal, oil, iron, 
timber, nor gold, and lacks certain foodstuffs 

What better exposure could there be of Italy’s present 
role of second-class state masquerading as a first-class 
power 

Axis intervention in Spam and anti-French and anti- 
British activities in Africa are a deliberate attempt to 
remedy Italy’s situation. The Axis plan for the Eastern 
Mediterranean has been set out m the Nazi publication 
Das Weltgeschehen am Mittelmeer: 

“The dream of Italy is to reach the Atlantic through Central 
Africa and by way of Lake Tchad In Egypt and the Sudan, 
Italy will seize Great Bntain in her pincers to crush her. Libya 
and Eritrea on one side and Abyssinia on the other form the 
two handles of these pincers . . ’’ 

Mussolini seeks to counterbalance his weakness in the 
Eastern Mediterranean by setting up an Empire in North- 
East Africa. This will enable him to bring pressure to bear 
on Egypt. The conquest of Abyssinia was part of this plan. 
Italy’s war on Abyssinia was accompanied by intrigues 
against Britain in Palestine and Svna. Mussolini has 
proclaimed himself “Protector of Islam”. Since he first 
assumed this title, Libya has become the centre of an 
Italian campaign among the Arabs directed against Great 
Bntain and France. As was reported in the House of 
Commons on February 16, 1938, in Palestine: 

“Itahan women were disguised as chanty workers and nuns, 
and they supphed Arabs with faked pictures of Jewish atrocities 

^ Quoted m Daily Telegraph, Apnl 4, 1939. 
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and told the Arabs that their poverty was due to British mis- 
management. Travelhng cinema vans showed the Arabs faked 
pictures of Jews kilhng Arabs . . The Italian broadcast from 
Ban was picked up in Palestine, and interspersed in an attractive 
programme was a series of slogans hke ‘Palestine belongs to 
the Arabs’, ‘Kill the Jews’, ‘Let Palestine Arabs re-arm’ ” 

Similar activity, it was stated, took place m Syria. Lord 
Cranborne, then Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, said: 

“From time to time there has been, I think, clear evidence 
from the Italian Press and in the Near East and other parts of 
the world, of propaganda apparently directed entirely agamst 
this country.’’ 

Mussolini did not confine himself to propaganda in his 
attempt to undermine British influence. There is evidence 
that the organization of terrorist activities in Palestine is 
assisted by Mussolini. In French North Africa civil war 
is also fomented by Italians and Germans. V Oeuvre 
reported on April 22, 1938, that from papers seized by the 
French Intelligence Service in the office of Ah Cherif, 
Chief of the ‘''Destour’’ movement, it was established that 
Italy has been subsidising the anti-French movement by 
advancing at least 1,000,000 francs per month In addition 
plans in Italian were found detailing the proposed assassina- 
tion of a number of high French officials. 

Mussolini has also fomented anti-British intrigues in 
Egypt. He wants to have Egypt as a weak and docile 
partner in his future Eastern Mediterranean and Red Sea 
Empire. He is fond of referring to “the two peoples who 
are united by the same sea”. 

Mussolini has tried to encourage Egyptian rearmament 
in the hope that a pro-Italian Egypt of the future may 
resist Great Britain the more effectively. The Egyptians 
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are also encouraged to exclude all British military influence 
from their own army and from their defences. 

Anti-British elements in Egypt are actively encouraged 
from Italy. In April of this year the Egyptian police 
actually discovered documents which showed a direct link 
between the German and Italian Secret Services and a 
plot against the lives of Egyptian Cabinet Ministers 

Mussohni has been no less active in Arabia, and he 
has tried to gain influence over the Hedjaz, the Yemen, 
and Hadramaut. He sent a mission under General Caillar- 
dmia to the Yemen and bestowed upon the Emir the 
significant gift of machine-guns, an armoured car — and 
twelve peacocks. His agents have been especially active 
in Hadramaut, a region much neglected by the Govern- 
ment of India, who exercised a merely nominal control 
until 1937, when Hadramaut was attached to Aden. 

To carry out his anti-Bntish intrigues in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, Mussolini posed at the same time as the 
champion both of Catholicism and of Islam 

How far Mussohni will endeavour to maintain his role 
as “Protector of Islam” after the invasion of Albania 
remains to be seen. As the Tunisian paper “Petit 
Matin” stated the day after the Itahan bombardment of 
Albania : 

“As to those who have held up Mussohni as the Protector of 
Islam, after the attacks by his ’planes on open towns partly 
inhabited by Moslems, their last illusions, if they really had any, 
must have vanished ” 

Jemil Mordam, former Prime Minister of Syria, stated : 
“we are convinced that this aggression will have a most 
serious repercussion in the Arab and Islamic worlds”. 
One repercussion was to fan the discontent in Libya, 
culminating in repprts of a Senussi revolt In Syria 30,000 
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Mohammedans marched through Damascus shouting, 
“there is only one God and Mussolini is his enemy”. 

The conquest of Abyssinia did little to promote Italy’s 
strength in the Eastern Mediterranean. In fact, Abyssima 
became a liability. The “pacification” of Abyssinia has 
still a long way to go. On February 21, 1939, the Daily 
Telegraph correspondent reported from Port Said: 

“The tribes m Abyssima are very active, while Shiftas — 
brigands — ^roam the whole country The Italians hold only 
the towns, and it is dangerous for anyone to venture even a few 
miles out of Addis Ababa 

“It is reliably reported that there is a shortage of food even 
among Italians ; that in some areas Itahan soldiers have mutinied 
for this reason, and that part of the population is faced with 
starvation. 

“The Itahan colonisation scheme in Abyssima is an almost 
total failure. Colonists who have gone into the interior are 
continually menaced by Shiftas, while there are insufficient 
means to enable them to go ahead with development work 

“The Italians certainly seem to be in a desperate situation 
financially and economically as regards Abyssima In some 
districts they have had to abandon their great road-building pro- 
gramme Some of the roads built after the war have deterior- 
ated most seriously because there are no funds for maintenance 
and repair work. 

“Business is dead, and many foreign and even Itahan firms 
have left Addis Ababa. Most foreign traders see no future for 
business in Abyssima.” 

Out of Abyssmia the Italians have made chaos. 

To compensate for her weakness in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean Fascist Italy has striven desperately to control the 
Western half of the Roman Sea. The Italian newspaper 
Mediterraneo Rivista Illustrata dell Impero (The Mediter- 
ranean Illustrated Review of the Empire) stated on 
March 8, 1938: 
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“As a matter of fact the Spanish War can be considered by 
the great European democracies as a continuation of the Abys- 
siman struggle. It can be said that the Spamsh War is 

definitely a war between the powers which are interested in the 
Mediterranean in general and in the Western Mediterranean in 
particular.” 

By the close of 1938, when Franco’s victory was assured 
by the massive support he received from Hitler and 
Mussolini after Munich and before, the Axis considered 
itself ready for new and spectacular claims On the day 
when Count Ciano gave the Itahan Chamber the full 
details of the Mumch agreement — on November 29, 1938, 
— ^the Fascist deputies broke into cries of, “Tunisia”, 
“Nice”, “Corsica” and the Itahan press started a con- 
certed campaign against France. 

Italy’s interest in Corsica is primarily strategic. The 
French aerodromes on the island are little over 50 miles 
from the Itahan mainland. The claim to Nice is justified 
by the Axis doctrine that wherever two Italians (or Germans) 
are gathered together the land on which they stand belongs 
to the Axis. 

Nice and Corsica are ultimate aims. The Italian news- 
paper Corriere della Sera stated on March 28, 1939: 
“To-day Italy’s demands are hmited to the colonial field 
— ^Tunis, Jibuti and Suez — ^but all that has nothing to do, 
stnctly speaking, with historic and national questions which 
must remain in our hands awaiting judgment”. 

Italy’s interest in Turns also is principally strategic. 
The agitation about the sufferings of Tunisian Italians is 
merely a convenient cloak for Italian aggression. Monsieur 
Daladier, the French Premier, stated in his reply to 
Mussolim : 

“For years the right of peoples to self-determination was 
invoked to justify certain acts. Afterwards we were told of 
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‘natural aspirations’ Now we are told of ‘vital space’, which 
IS no more than the eternal will to conquer ” 

Turns IS situated at the meeting point of the Eastern and 
Western basins of the Mediterranean. Whoever controls 
the Straits of Pantellana can block the Mediterranean. 
If Italy, which has strongly fortified Sicily and Pantellana, 
can also bring under its control Bizerta in Tunisia, the 
finest naval harbour on the African coast, she will be in 
a much better position to turn the Mediterranean into an 
Italian sea ^ 

Italian demands on Tunis are now clamoured for in 
the Italian press. Mussohni believes that a Mediterranean 
Mumch can be achieved with the assistance of the Italians 
in Tunis. He hopes to exploit them in the same way that 
Hitler exploited the Sudeten Germans. Under the direction 
of the Itahan Consulate and of the local associations of 
Italian war veterans, the Italian colony in Turns has 
already been organised into a close-kmt Fascist com- 
munity, and new organisations, such as the Dopolavoro, 
have been introduced from Italy Italian anti-Fascists, of 
whom there are many in Turns, have been attacked and 
boycotted. In 1929, Italy actually attempted a coup de 
force in Tunis. A new Italian Consul, Signor Barduzzi, 
came to Tunis to take control for Italy. The Italian colony 
came out to the quay to greet him Then the apparatus 
of crisis was planned. A bomb was exploded at the Italian 
Consulate, followed a few weeks later by two more bombmg 
attempts. The explosions were “noisy, harmless and 
politically convement”.^ The Itahan press forthwith 
declared that the Itahan colony was in mortal danger. 
Signor Barduzzi led a Fascist march to the Frencfi resi- 

^ For an analysis of Italy’s plans see The Rome-Berlin Axis, pub- 
lished by the Union of Democratic Control 

® New Statesman and Nation, December 10, 1938 
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dency. It was to be the Tunisian counterpart of the march 
on Rome. But after the singing of Giovanezza and an 
attempt to haul down the French flag and hoist the Italian 
flag, the march collapsed — and Signor Barduzzi was called 
back to Rome. 

A large proportion of the Italians in Tunis are in 
fact anxious to remain under French administration. 
In 1938 as many as 25,000 Italians in Tunisia applied 
for French citizenship. As for the 900,000 Italians 
in France, only 0 3 per cent of them responded to 
Ciano’s invitation to them in March, 1939, to return to 
Italy. 

The Italians have also done their utmost to stimulate 
anti-French feeling among the Tunisian Arabs. Anti-French 
broadcasts in Arabic from the Italian wireless station at 
Tripoli have been inciting the Moslems to rebel against 
French authority. But having watched Italy’s colonisation 
of Libya and bombardment of Albania, the Arabs have 
not been impressed by Mussolini’s pose as Protector of 
Islam 

Whether the Italians will now attempt drastic action 
in Tunis remains to be seen. In Libya they have concen- 
trated powerful machinery for intimidation At the Libyan 
town of Gadames, on the Tunisian frontier, they have 
assembled a number of mechanised units in addition to a 
camel corps At Nabut, another frontier town, they have 
posted several battalions of Askaris — the best native 
troops of which Italy can boast 

Italian claims in Africa are not confined to Tunis. Signor 
Farmacci, the Fascist leader, speaking at a meeting held 
by Herr Streicher in Munich on January 27, 1939, said that 
“Jibuti in French hands was for Italy what Hamburg in 
foreign hands would be for Germany”. Jibuti is important 
not only as a port — ^it is called “the French Aden” — ^but 
because of its railway line to Addis Ababa. The Ethiopian 
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Government holds 8,650 ont of 34,600 shares m the 
railway company and the Banque d’lndo-Chine and the 
Compagnie d'Afrique Orientate own the rest Italy’s war 
in Abyssinia has enhanced the value of the Jibuti-Addis 
Ababa Railway In 1937 an agreement provided for certain 
adjustments in its management, but the Itahan Government 
broke up the negotiations on March 20, 1937 and pro- 
ceeded to boycott the railway at great cost to Italy. There- 
upon, in violation of the Anglo-Itahan Agreement, Musso- 
lini sent Italian troops to the island of Jebel Zukur in the 
Southern part of the Red Sea to prepare fortifications which 
constitute a direct menace to Jibuti. Into Jibuti itself 
Italian agents were sent, and numerous Italian spies have 
been caught there There is not the slightest doubt of 
Mussohni’s intention at the proper moment to press — ^with 
a threat of force, if necessary — his claims to this key post 
situated where the Red Sea opens out into the Gulf of 
Aden. 

Mussolini also demands a share in the admmistration 
of the Suez Canal, which is of decisive strategic importance 
Mussolini knows full well that had the Suez Canal been 
closed at the beginning of his Abyssinian Wai, the war 
could never have been carried on at all. Control of it by 
Britain and France can cut oJff Italy from her East African 
Empire. 

Italian intrigues in the Mediterranean and North Africa 
have been accompanied by parallel German action. Hitler 
does not intend to give Mussolini a free field in the Moslem 
world. He, too, is setting up as ‘Defender of the Faithful’. 
While synagogues have been burned in Germany, a mosque 
has been built m the heart of Berhn, where Moslems may 
perform their devotions. 

That is a small item in the Nazi programme to capture 
the sympathies of the Arabs. Goebbels’ Propaganda 
Ministry professes to have discovered a number of points 
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common to the Nazi creed of the sword and the teachings 
of the Prophet Mohammed. 

Not only has a school been opened in Berlin, where 
Moslem students are given free education and board; it 
has been decided to “convert” 25,000 Nazis to Mohamme- 
danism. 

They will be organised m a newly-formed Moslem 
association, Jamait-e-Mushmin, which already has an 
understanding with the Mufti, a leader of the Palestinian 
Arabs. It is intended that the 25,000 converts shall be 
sent to various Moslem countries as trade and political 
missionaries. 

Two centres have already been started for them in the 
Near East The one in Cairo directs Nazi work in Egypt, 
Sudan, Palestine, and Transjordania. The other, in Bagdad, 
covers Iraq, Syria and Lebanon. 

Nazi agents are chiefly persons engaged in promoting 
German trade, teachers, bank clerks, and travellers. The 
chief forms of Nazi penetration are — subsidies to and 
blackmail of the vernacular Press, clubs, German classes, 
correspondence exchanges, and dissemination of propa- 
ganda and films. Since the 1937 visit to the Near East 
of the Hitler Youth Leader Baldur von Schirach, Nazi 
propaganda has intensified. Typical of the methods now 
used to influence the Arabs and undermine British prestige 
in the Near East is the founding of a club called “e/ Nadi el 
Arrabi” (the Arab Club) which is the nucleus of an elabor- 
ate Pan-Arab organisation with members in all parts of 
Europe and the Near East. This organisation gives practical 
assistance to terrorists in Palestine. Its European head- 
quarters are in a third floor office on the Kurfuerstendamm 
in Berlin. It carries on its work: 

“under cover of the Arab Club, ostensibly a ‘cultural society’ 
for the benefit of Arab students in Germany. The printed note- 
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paper used bears the inscription m. iWabic 5.nd CJerman 
‘Permanent Defence Committee foiPaleaOJnf 
headquarters’. 

“Like all similar organisations in Cermany, the ‘Permanent 
Defence Committee’ is obhged to possess an official Govern- 
ment permit for its activities 

“This permit has not yet- been received, but M. Abdul Mot- 
talib, an Arab citizen from Bagdad, who is secretary of the 
Arab Club, informed me (the Daily Telegraph Correspondent) 
that he had little doubt that permission would be granted without 
difficulty, ‘as we conduct the Committee as part of our club’. 

“The Arabs of Berlin, M Mottalib added, had met with 
nothing but sympathy and understanding at the hands of the 
Berlin authorities 

“Under the auspices of the ‘Defence Committee’ all the 
Arabs in Europe are being mobilised with a view to collecting 
funds to aid the Arab cause in Palestine and to obtain support 
from European sources Money, supplies and arms are being 
sent from Europe and the Near and laddie East to Palestine. 
Cash cannot be sent from Germany owing to the strict currency 
regulations 

Nazi propaganda is rife in Palestine itself. Typical are 
the posters (written in Arabic) with text reading. “The 
Jew will use every penny he earns from you to buy your 
soil”, and the kites which are flown bearing the inscription 
(in Arabic) “Long Live Hitler”. 

An Arabic edition of Mein Kampf appeared in 1939. 
It has a picture of Hitler on the cover, under the heading 
of “The Strongest Man in the World.” Hitler has taken 
care to remo.ve from this Arabic edition the passage m 
which he puts the Arabs on an inferior “racial grade”. 

More than one Arabic newspaper has, in spite of the 
increased cost of newsprint, suddenly increased its number 
of pages and displayed German propaganda and pictures 

^Report by the Daily Telegraph Correspondent on October 29, 
1938. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM 
PALESTINE 



ISTAZI POSTER THE TEXT REAOS . 
THE JEW WIEE BE USINO EVERY 
PENNY HE EARNS PROM YOU, TO 
BUY YOUR SOIL 
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of Germany’s military might The News Chronicle reports ^ 
that one Arabic weekly which normally devotes itself solely 
to art and cultural matters, one week appeared as an all- 
Nazi publication When an intelligence officer called at 
the offices and asked for an explanation of the sudden 
change, the editor blandly explained: ‘"Well, times are 

bad, you know, and I was offered £50 by (and he 

named an official of a Near Eastern German Consulate),” 

In Spanish Morocco German activities are directed by 
the German consul in Tetuan, who has at his disposal the 
Spanish daily newspaper, Espana, which is circulated 
throughout Spanish Morocco and Tangier Espana is 
subsidised with German money and receives its newsprint 
and most of its news from Germany. The Daily Telegraph 
Correspondent reports.^ 

“With the help of the local orgamsation of the Falange, it is 
welding the Spanish population of Tangier into an anti-British 
and anti-French community.” 

Military activities are also on the Nazi programme, and 
fortifications built near Earache in contravention of treaty 
have been completed with Nazi help. 

The Nazi Mediterranean plan has now moved a stage 
beyond this work of propaganda and support for anti- 
British and anti-French movements in the Mediterranean 
area. Berlin is now preparing a well directed campaign 
for domination of the Mediterranean based on the view 
that any Italian progress in the Mediterranean is a German 
progress. 

The key to this Nazi plan is the adoption by the Nazi 
political and military leaders of the thesis which Eudendorff 
developed after the Great War — that the fate of Europe will 

^ January 4, 1939, 

2 Daily Telegraphy May 4, 1939 
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be decided in the Mediterranean and in Northern Africa. 
This thesis Ludendorff expounded in numerous articles 
that appeared in his periodical “At the Sacred Spring of 
German Power”. The Reichswehr, it is true, take a low 
view of the value of Italy’s mihtary strength, taking it for 
granted that even in Africa it will be the German forces 
that will ‘decide The “Germanisation” of the Itahan 
army has in effect been decided upon. The first stage in 
this highly important development was the famous report 
of General Blomberg in 1937. This report pointed out 
the necessity for German assistance if Italy’s mechanised 
forces were to be maintained at the level of 1937 or raised 
beyond it. The result was twofold, first an adjustment 
of the Italo-German debt position so as to permit Italy 
to retain certain metal imports from Spain instead of 
having to pass them through to Germany, secondly, 
supplying Italy with German military experts. With the 
experts came the Gestapo — originally in a military capacity 
as special guards. But their activities were soon extended, 
as they were in Spain, where despite the smaller number 
of actual German troops engaged, German control was 
much more effective than Italian. 

German “assistance” to Italy was not confined to the 
Gestapo and the military experts Germans also appeared 
in Italian factories and exercised increasing influence in 
managing them In May, 1939, eleven German “delega- 
tions” established themselves in Italy — soldiers, representa- 
tives of the German Ministry of Labour, led by Dr. Seldte, 
sixteen high officials from the German prisons, a group of 
banking officials, German railway chiefs, mine technicians 
and publishers. 

This was the preparatory stage for the present plan to 
co-ordinate Germany’s and Italy’s strength as a necessary 
basis for effective i^is war. The rough outline of this 
plan of co-ordination was revealed in the Italo-German 
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Pact signed on May 22, 1939. The text of the seven articles 
of the pact is as follows 

“Article 1. The High Contracting Parties will'remain con- 
stantly in contact for the purpose of informing one another on 
aU their common interests or on questions affecting the whole 
European situation 

“Article 2. In the event of the common interest of the High 
Contracting Parties being endangered by international events of 
any kind they will immediately confer on measures to be taken 
for the protection of those interests. 

“If the security or other vital interest of either of the High 
Contracting Parties should be threatened from without, the 
other High Contracting Party will give the threatened partner 
its full pohtical and diplomatic support m order to remove the 
threat. 

“Article 3. If it should happen, contrary to the wishes and 
hopes of the High Contracting Parties, that either of them should 
be involved in warlike conflict with another Power or Powers, 
the other Contracting Party will immediately come to its aid as 
an ally and support it with all its military forces on land, sea and 
in the air 

“Article 4 To facihtate the rapid execution of the under- 
takings set out in Article 3, should this become necessary, the 
Governments of the High Contracting Parties will further deepen 
their co-operation m mihtary matters and in questions of war 
economy. 

“In the same manner the two Governments will keep each 
other constantly informed of necessary measures taken to ensure 
the carrying out of the provisions of this pact 

.“The two Governments will form, for the purposes of the 
aims set out in Articles 1 and 2, permanent commissions under 
the direction of the two Foreign Mimsters 

“Article 5. The High Contracting Paities undertake here 
and now that, in the event of any war waged by them together, 
armistice and peace will be concluded only by common under- 
standing with one anotlier. 

^ Daily Telegraph, May 23, 1939. 
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“Article 6. The High Contracting Parties are conscious of 
the importance of their common relations with friendly Powers 
They are determined to maintain these relations in the future, 
and to form them in accordance with those identical mterests 
which bind them to these Powers 

“Article 7. This pact becomes effective at the time of sig- 
nature The High Contracting Parties have determined to fix 
the imtial penod of its vahdity as 10 years. They will communi- 
cate with each other in good time regarding the prolongation 
of the validity of the pact.” 

There were also certain secret clauses. Within four days 
of the signing of the Pact, General Milch, German Under- 
secretary for Air, accompanied by several experts, arrived 
in Italy to work out the details of the alliance. It was 
reported that the united command of the military and air 
forces of the Axis would be German, and that of the 
naval forces Italian. 

The Gleichschaltung of the Italian army had already 
progressed so far that according to reliable reports in Italy 
in March, 1939, approximately 15 per cent of the entire 
Italian army, and approximately 40 per cent of the Italian 
mechanised forces, was armed and trained by Germans. 
Northern Italy is described by recent investigators there 
as “virtually an occupied area”. The German occupation 
itself is highly unpopular. The current joke is that “it 
was really better when we were ruled by Mussolini.” It 
was in protest against the “Germanisation” of Italy that 
Formiggini, a well-known Italian patriot and until 1938 a 
prominent publisher in Rome, climbed to the top of 
the clock tower of his native city and threw himself 
off. 

It is not only engineers, administrators, surveyors and 
other technicians who have been sent from Germany to 
reinforce the Italian army, navy and air force. Since the 
beginning of 1939 there has been : 
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“ a mustering of persons in the Regular Army, m the S A. and 
S S and m the Hitler Youth, who are fit for service m a colomal 
army, police and administration.”^ 

Uniforms and equipment for the tropics are being made 
in great quantities m Germany A Munich firm, for example, 
is working in three shifts in order to cope with Government 
orders for tropical uniforms, which are being sent to Genoa. 
At least one German factory is turning out tropical helmets 
of a t5q)e suitable for military purposes.® A Southern 
German engineering firm is producing barracks in sections. 
These are being sent to Genoa ® 

Maps of Kenya, Tanganyika and Abyssinia are being 
prepared for German corps and divisional staffs. Most of 
these maps are for the use of airmen. 

The only explanation of these vast preparations is that 
armed action on a big scale is being prepared for in Berlin. 
To this end quantities of German raw materials have been 
poured into Italy and sent from there to Libya. At the 
end of February four large consignments of German heavy 
artillery were sent to Italy within ten days. The Daily 
Telegraph Geneva Correspondent reported on March 29, 
1939: 

“The shipments of war matenals which have been pouring 
through the Brenner Pass into Italy for the past ten days are 
reported here to consist almost entirely of guns, mumtions and 
other military stores from the arsenals of Czechoslovakia. 

“According to foreign military observers, much of the equip- 
ment now in use in the Italian Army is antiquated, and a great 
part of It dates back to the Great War. 

“This equipment, they beheve, is to be replaced by more 
modem stocks taken over from the Czechs by Germany. 

'^Manchester Guardian Weekly, March 3, 1939. 

® Daily Telegraph, March 3, 1939. 

® Manchester Guardian Weekly, March 3, 1939. 
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“Most of the Czech anti-aircraft guns are said to have been 
sent into German industrial centres. But Germany already 
possesses large supplies of small arms, machine guns and field 
artillery, so that large quantities of such material were earmarked 
for Italy ” 

The German arms have been accompanied by German 
men. Considerable number of German troops have been 
secretly despatched to the Italian possessions in Africa 
It is probable that they include the two German divisions 
which were stationed in Austria, near Klagenfurt, at the 
beginning of January of this year, fully equipped for desert 
fighting. The Manchester Guardian's Diplomatic Corres- 
pondent reports’- that the German troops which are sent 
to Libya are selected under conditions of close secrecy: 

“They are not allowed to reveal the units from which they 
have been drawn Instead of the usual numerals on their 
shoulder-straps they wear letters of the alphabet The German 
recrmts who were called up m the autumn are being inoculated 
against tropical diseases ” 

The German artillerymen and technicians still remaining 
in Spam are the backbone of Franco’s administration and 
military strength. The Daily Telegraph Bordeaux Corres- 
pondent ppinted out on Apnl 15, 1939, that these Nazi 
troops are all picked men and highly efficient. They, like 
the Itahan troops, are distributed in the North of Spain 
along the French frontier : 

“They possess large quantities of hea-vy, medium and h^t 
artillery, anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns. The latter are so 
constructed as to be usable against ground targets as well as 
aeroplanes. 

“The Germans also have in Spam fifty guns which are amongst 
the heaviest in use m Europe to-day.” 

1 March 18. 1939. 



54 THE ATTACK FROM WITHIN 

During April of this year, 1939, the Germans were landing 
large supplies of material at Vigo, now Germany’s chief 
base in Spam. Finally, hundreds of German bombers and 
fighting aeroplanes lie in waiting in the string of modern 
aerodromes constructed under the supervision of German 
air force experts in Northern Spain These aerodromes are 
of the most modern type and possess deep underground 
hangars, heavily fortified against aerial attack with thick 
concrete defences. 

In April of this year, the Nazi General von Kauptz 
travelled all over Spain, co-ordinating German activities 
and ‘advising’ the Franco authorities on the strategic 
possibilfiies of an attack on France launched from Catalonia. 

In May, 1939, large numbers of Italian and German 
troops left Spam. But their materials of war remained. 
There remained also the Nazi Germans who are active in 
all branches of Franco’s administration — directing the 
railroads, controlling water supplies, constructing roads 
and bndges, operating radio and telegraph, managing the 
news agencies and building up the Phalangist organization. 
An interesting sidelight on Nazi influence is shown by the 
new German-Spamsh dictionaries published in Franco Spam. 
To the old dictionary have been added supplementary 
pages giving the Spanish for German technical and political 
terms. The four pages devoted to political expressions 
give the Spanish for such characteristic Nazi concepts 
as Aryan, concentration camp, war-guilt lies, racial purity 
and totalitarianism. 

General Franco is even more a prisoner of the Axis 
than IS Mussolini, and there is substantial justification for 
the view expressed by the Polish expert, General Sikorski, 
that “certain influential people in Britain are mistaken in 
regarding Signor Mussolini and General Franco as the 
dictators of Italy and Spain. The effective dictator of Italy 
now is Field-Marshal Goenng, and Signor Mussolini and 
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General Franco are “dictators” in about the same sense 
that Dr. Hacha is the “dictator” of Czechoslovakia, of 
which he was President.”^ 

When will the huge military machine of the Axis be ready 
for action ? To that question the answer is that its use will 
be piecemeal. The strategy of Axis advance is to seize 
one strategic position after the other — Spam — ^Bohemia — 
Albania. The principal exponent is Hitler himself. Hitler 
once said to the journalist, Karl von Wiegand: 

“ I have no programme I have only objectives and goals. 
All the rest is tactics ” 

The advantages of piecemeal conquest are clear. It is a 
technique of conquest without war. And it lulls its potential 
opponents into a false sense of security and also into the 
surrender attitude involved in the argument that whenever 
a new demand is made — be it Bohemia or Albania or Tunis 
or Danzig — that the issue involved is not “worth the risk 
of war”. 

Yet the reality of the Axis plan is clear and its grim 
effectiveness has been strengthened twofold by the disastrous 
illusion of Mr. Chamberlain that Italy could be detached 
from the Axis. For the sake of “appeasement” not only 
was a British Foreign Secretary — Mr. Eden — sacrificed. 
The Italian Empire has been recognised,® and Mussolini 
has received the gift of a Spanish alliance. Now Albania 
has gone. All over the world, in Central Europe, in the 

^ Daily Telegraph, April 15, 1939 

® Not without irony was the report of the BBC Rome commen- 
tator on Mr. Chamberlam’s speech at the State banquet dunng his 
January meetmg with Mussohm After quoting the Prime Minister’s 
statement' “I have come m pursmt of the pohcy for which I stand 
a pohcy directed to the just and peaceful solution of international 
difficulties by the method of negotiation”, the BBC commentator 
said . “ Mr. Chamberlain then raised his glass ‘to his Majesty the Kmg 
of Italy, Emperor of Ethiopia’”. 
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Mediterranean, in the Far East, the pohcy of Mr. Chamber- 
lain lies in ruins. He gambled with British security. And 
British security was mortally endangered. What was the 
premise of Mr. Chamberlain’s policy ? His confidence in 
the good faith of the Dictators — a confidence he persisted 
in against the advice of his principal experts and contrary 
to the warning of Britain’s principal publicists 

Now the Prime Mimster has been shovm that Mussolmi, 
too, is a “thrice perjured traitor and breaker of oaths”, 
as Mr. Duflf Cooper has described the Duce’s partner in 
crime — ^Hitler “Delusion may triumph” wrote Macaulay, 
“but the triumph of delusion is but that of a day.” 

Mussolini has never concealed his own opinion that 
“the only political writer worthy to be studied by a 
statesman is MachiaveUi”. And Machiavelli, setting forth 
the virtues of the best statesmanship, says : 

“A Prince that is wise and prudent cannot nor ought not to 
keep his parole, when the keepmg of it is to his prejudice and 
the causes for which he promised removed. Were men all good, 
this doctrine were not to be taught, but because they are wicked 
and not likely to be punctual (punctilious) with you, you are not 
obliged to any such strictness with them He that best 
personates the fox has the better success Nevertheless, it is 
of great consequence to disguise your inchnation and to play the 
Hypocrite well, and men are so simple in their temper and so 
submissive to their present necessities that he that is neat and 
cleanly in his collusions shall never want people to practise 
them upon ” The Prince, Chapter XVIII 

Mussolini has been an apt pupil of his teacher. Less than 
a fortnight before the bombardment of Albania he was 
able “ to play the Hypocrite well” by putting into the mouth 
of the Kmg of Italy the words : 


“My relations with Albania are particularly friendly.” 
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In 1936 Mussolini himself told an English correspondent:^ 

“I give you my word that people are wrong about Italy having 
any further colomal ambitions Believe me, this victory in 
East Africa puts Italy into the group of satisfied powers.” 

That same year, 1936, Mussolini was in occupation of the 
Spanish Balearics and preparing his attack on Tunis. 
Almost every substantial point of the Anglo-Italian Agree- 
men has been violated by Mussolini He promised to reduce 
his army in Libya by 30,000 men. What he did was to take 
them away and then send them back again — accompanied 
by German reinforcements. He promised not to change 
the status quo in the Mediterranean, which was imderstood 
to include the Adriatic. He proceeded to bombard Albania 
and occupy it. He promised he would notify all major 
troop movements beforehand to the other High Contracting 
Party. In fact, his ships and troops were actually on the 
move at the very moment when his son-in-law, Count 
Ciano, was giving assurances to the British Ambassador 
in Rome that no move against Albania was contemplated. 
If Hitler is a “thrice perjured traitor and breaker of oaths”, 
by what language can his partner in treachery be adequately 
described? With Mussohni, as with Hitler, there is no 
saturation point to the will and ambition for power. When 
he became Duce, Mussolini spoke to his official biographer. 
Signora Sarfatti, about his desire to be someone : 

“Yes, I am possessed by this mama It inflames, gnaws and 
consumes me, like a ph 3 ^ical malady I want to make a mark 
on history with my will, like a hon with his claws ” 

Mussolini’s first step to personal power was to master 
his own people. Having become dictator he moved forward 

^Repqrted by J B Firth, in an admirable letter to the Daily 
Telegraph on Apnl 9, 1939 
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to crush two independent states — ^Abyssinia and Albania. 
He took part in the suppression of democracy and the 
establishment of clerical Fascism in Austria : he helped to 
bnng to power the Nazi dictatorship in Germany ; he joined 
in the onslaught on Republican Spain ; he conspired against 
the League of Nations and against constructive interna- 
tionalism — obstacles to the aggressor — ever since the days 
of the Locarno Treaty when he exclaimed in a burst of 
anger to one, his own delegate in Locarno : 

“You don’t know what all this means This treaty prevents 
me from making war for ten years ” 

Mussolini cannot be trusted. Nor have concessions been 
successful in separating him from Hitler. There remains 
only one possibility of weakening the alliance of the Italian 
Government with Hitler’s Nazis Anti-German feeling is 
growing in Italy. As Mr. Winston Churchill has pointed 
out: 

“Even in the Fascist Grand Council, stern words have been 
used against the policy of dragging Italy into a Mediterranean 
war with Great Britam and France An important leader is 
said to have declared that Italy must not be drawn into a war 
‘against the wish of the Church, of the King and of the people’. 

“So far as we can tell, from the innumerable contacts which 
exist between British and Italian individuals, these sentiments 
are almost universal throughout Italy.’’^ 

In these circumstances the presentation to the Italian 
Government of an overwhelnung front of the Anti- 
Aggressor countries agamst the Axis would certamly 
weaken its position — just as in the Munich crisis Franco 
was forced to declare “neutrality” as soon as he thought 
that the democratic powers were serious. But that Anti- 
^ Daily Telegraph, April 13, 1939 
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Aggressor front must be an overwhelming one. A limited 
Franco-British-Polish alliance is worse than useless because 
of the Italian feeling that the Axis is more than a match 
for it. The keys here — ^as in the other spheres of diplomacy 
— are the position of the XJ.S.S.R , and the intentions of 
the British Oovernment towards it and towards the Axis 
itself. If the Italian Government is given the slightest 
indication that by its pressure it can slow down Anglo- 
Soviet rapprochement and gam concessions for itself in the 
Mediterranean, its solidarity with the Axis will be irrevoc- 
ably reaffirmed. Only by war will it then be possible to 
cry halt to the Axis policy of ‘‘mingled truculence and 
treachery’% as the late President Wilson described the 
manifestations of a similar policy 22 years ago. 



CHAPTER in 


CHARLEMAGISIE OR ATTILA 

If It is Machiavelhamsm which inspires Mussolini it is 
the Chauvinism of pre-war German imperialists which 
inspires Hitler. The doctrines of writers like Bernhardi 
and Treitschke who said: 

“For us there are two alternatives and no third — ^woild 
dominion or ruin, (Weltmacht oder Niedergang 

By this conception of a German race in which the sap is 
rising so fast that Deutschtum must either spread over the 
world or burst, is Hitlerism explained, and not by any 
transitory inferiority complex arising from defeat in 1918 
and the subsequently imposed peace terms. "‘Germany 
will be a world power or she will be nothing,” says Hitler 
in Mein Kampf. Elsewhere in his self-revelation Hitler 
has written : 

‘‘A state which devotedly fosters its best racial elements is 
bound one day to become master of the earth {Herr der Erde) ” 

To this traditional German imperialist aim for world 
power is now added a paranoiac’s craving for personal 
power. Those who heard Hitler’s Nuremberg speech after 
the annexation of Austria, noted how : 

“he stopped bellowmg and m the dreaming tone of a sentimental 
adolescent announced that he brought from Vienna the crown 
of the Holy Roman Empire 

^ H. N. Brailsford m Reynolds* News, March 19, 1939 
60 
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This same note he struck again a year later in his first 
proclamation of the German protectorate over Bohemia. 
His Minister of Education, Dr. Rust, said on the same 
occasion, “Prague is sacred to us as an old German city 
which was^nce the city of the Holy Roman Empire”. Dr. 
Adolf Halfeld, diplomatic correspondent of the Hamburger 
Fremdenblatt, hke Minister Rust, went back to the Middle 
Ages to find justification for his Fuhrer’s barbaric spoliation 
of Bohemia and wrote with unconscious humour that, 
“the historic act in the Castle of Prague corrects the peace 
of Westphalia of 1648”. The Third Reich, he added: 

“has re-erected that which was part of everyday life m Europe 
before the Thirty Years’ War and thereby becomes the equal of 
the great empires which control the fate of the globe”. 

Bhtler himself reverted to the same theme in his Reichstag 
speech on April 28, 1939, when he spoke of “the hving 
space of the great German people and of the old Hapsburg 
states belonging thereto”, and justified the inclusion of 
Bohemia and Moravia in the Reich on the ground that 
“to-day Germany contains no territory which was not 
from the earliest times a part of the Reich, not bound up 
with it or subject to its sovereignty”. Ttus means that 
Hitler, having conquered Vienna, considers himself heir 
to the full extent of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which 
included not only the present Hungary, but also Tran- 
sylvania, Croatia, Trieste and the entire Tirol From the 
third Reich to the first Reich (the Holy Roman Empire) 
is Hitler’s dream, with Mussohni m the place of the medieval 
Pope as co-partner m European domination. 

Before Munich, Hitler was apparently content with pursuit 
of his racial theory, which was convenient enough against 
the Jews and bore him triumphantly into Austria and the 
Sudetenland. But already in Mein Kampfh& had assumed 
that the Aryan German is the highest human type yet 
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evolved — a premise no German in the Reich may dispute — 
and that it is his plam duty to conquer, exploit, dispossess, 
or exterminate other races for his own advantage. Poles, 
Czechs, Jews, Negroes and Asiatics, Hitler classes together 
as unworthy of German citizenship. Already in Mein 
lumpy Hitler had accepted the thesis of the inequality of 
races. He argued that it is the duty of the Reich to recognise 
this inequality, and “to advance the victory of the better 
and stronger and demand the subordination of the weaker 
and worse”. 

Hitler’s lieutenant, Alfred Rosenberg, actually forecast 
the March conquest of the Czechs in his book Der Mythm 
des 20 Jahrhunderts, which follows Mein Kampf on the 
list of revelations of Nazi gospel : 

“Racial honour demands territory and enough of it. 

In such a struggle there can be no consideration for worthless 
Poles, Czechs, etc Ground must be cleared for German 
peasants ” 

Even before his present Charlemagne phase was reached, 
the scope of Hitler’s master race conception was vast. 
In 1938, the Nazi Professor Tackenberg, of Bonn, pointed 
out in a lecture that : 

“The whole of Europe was at one time occupied by wandering 
Germans, who lost this territory only because they violated the 
laws of blood.” 1 

Hitler now insists on the observance of “the laws of blood”, 
an observance which involves recovery of the ‘lost’ terri- 
tory. What Hitler means by ‘Greater Germany’ is shown 
by the Nazi Training Course which was published in 
January 1938 in an edition of 3 millions. It states : 

^ Munchnei Neueste Nachnchten, No. 194, 1938. 
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“Greater Germany is a racial concept, not a section of state 
frontiers dependent upon time and chance. It wiU embrace all 
areas of Central Europe which by language belong to the German- 
speakmg area, and beyond this the German cultural region and 
all areas formerly settled by Germans.” 

This claim to European domination is now everyday 
propaganda m Germany It is repeated, for instance, in 
the official Presse-Korrespondenz des Deutscher Ausland 
Instituts, Stuttgart (Press Correspondence of the Germans 
Abroad Institute) : 

“The Fuhrer’s declaration that Germany has no further terri- 
torial claims to raise in Europe is not to be questioned. It 
would, however, be incorrect to deduce from this declaration 
that Germany renounces her interest in the German peoples 
hving beyond the frontiers of the Reich. Greater Germany has 
never voiced and will never voice any such renunciation, for she 
regards as a matter of first interest to herself, the protection of 
every single German racial comrade. And no power in the 
world to-day, however much they bewail and mourn the passing 
of the ‘old order’ is strong enough to deny or deprive the Reich 
of Its right to take under its protection the German ‘folk’ beyond 
its frontiers ” 

What Pan-Slavism was for the Tsar — the philosopher, 
Engels, called it a world hegemony swindle — ‘Greater 
Germany’ and the German ‘folk’ is for Hitler. It is a 
return to the dream of Pan-Germanism which, as Masaryk 
pointed out, represented a grandiose attempt to organise 
Europe and the human race, but under the sole domination 
of the chosen German people. 

For Hitler does not hmit his ambitions to Europe, or 
even to former German possessions. Hiller has stated 
in Mem Kampf: 

“To demand the restoration of the 1914 frontiers is, from 
every point of view, a political folly which amounts to a crime. 
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The frontiers of the Reich in 1914 were quite illogical, for 
they were neither complete from the standpoint of including 
all people of German nationahty, nor reasonable from the 
standpoint of military expediency. They were not the out- 
come of any considered political relations, they were the 
temporary boundaries of a political contest which was by 
no means settled, and mdeed were partly the result of 
chance. . . . 

“The frontiers of 1914 mean nothmg at all for the future of 
the German nation. . . Through them the German people 
will not mamtain its internal unity, nor will its food supplies 
be made secure , from a military standpoint these frontiers cannot 
be regarded as expedient or even as satisfactory, and they cannot 
improve the position in which we stand at the present time 
in relation to the rest of the world. The disparity with 
En^and would not be reduced, and there would not even be 
any real curtailment of the importance of France m world 
politics.” 

Those who think Hitler can be bought off with the 
return of ex-German colonies will be doomed to a dis- 
illusionment as bitter as that which Mr. Chamberlain has 
suffered over Czechoslovakia. Hitler will, of course, 
willingly accept the return of those colonies, from which 
he can prepare attack on other temtories in Africa. There 
is probably nothing Hitler would welcome more at the 
present time than a ‘Colonial Munich’. But it will not 
satisfy him, any more than the Czech Munich satisfied 
him. ‘Satisfaction’ is a conception Hitler will not accept 
for personal reasons, and because the economic law of 
motion of Nazism excludes the possibility of standing 
still or retreating. 

The Economics of Nazism. 

The economic factor behind Nazi aggression is funda- 
mental even though some of Hitler’s projects are more 
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explicable on grounds of his own overweening ambition 
than on economic grounds. A cursory glance at Nazi 
economic policy shows that it has rejected the solution of 
Germany’s economic difficulties by the method of allowing 
the German peoples’ capacity to consume, to rise. The 
Nazi theory in fact is that increase in productive capacity 
can only be attained through savings in consumption. The 
Nazi Government, having squandered Germany’s reserves 
and exhausted Germany’s assets, has been compelled to 
turn to reduction of consumption as the main basis of its 
economic pohcy.^ And whereas in 1929 almost two-thirds 
of Germany’s national income went into consumption, 
more than half of a smaller national income is now re- 
invested to produce capital goods, mostly armaments. 
So long as the Nazi Government can continue this practice 
of reducing consumption in order to obtain new capital 
for further investment in the production of capital goods, 
the Nazi system can work economically. But two diffi- 
culties must be faced — and they have arisen in Germany 
already. First, pohtical difficulty in the shape of refusal 
by the German people to make more sacrifices. This 
difficulty can, for the time being at any rate, be dealt with 
by Himmler and the Gestapo. Less easy of solution is 
the dependence of Germany on raw material imports. This 
dependence inflicts a growing burden on domestic purchas- 
ing power and consumption, a burden which is becoming 
increasingly intolerable. 

How can this burden be lifted ? One method is by an 
increase in exports. “Export or Die” was the slogan 
Hitler gave to the German Reichstag on January 30, 1939. 
Expansion of exports was Schacht’s policy, and his schemes 
worked well so far as they went, as the following table 
shows ; 

^ See P. F. Drucker in the New Republic. March 29, 1939. 
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Germany's share of South-East Europe's Trade. 

Imports Exports 

from Germany to Germany 

(% of total imports) (% of total exports) 



1929 

1937 

1929 

1937 

Hungary 

19.7 

26 2 

11 5 

24 0 

Yugoslavia 

. 15.6 

32 6 

85 

21.7 

Rumama 

24.1 

32 4 

27 6 

19.2 

Bulgaria . 

. 22.2 

54.8 

29 9 

43.1 

Greece . 

. 9.4 

27 2 

23.2 

31.0 

Turkey . 

. 15.3 

45 1 (1936) 

13.3 

51 0 (1936) 


Schacht’s technique was quite simple. The Nazi Govern- 
ment authorised German importers to buy agricultural 
products and minerals at prices above world prices (Thus, 
as Mr. Hudson pointed out in the House of Commons, 
at one time in 1938 the Germans were paying over £10 
a ton for wheat at a time when Manitoba wheat No. 1 
was selling at £7 on the London market ) The agreement 
was that payment by Germany should be in blocked 
Reichsmarks. The credits thus blocked or '‘‘‘frozen" in 
the Reichsbank were reduced when the customer bought 
German industrial products The result was that Germany’s 
customers came to have large debts owing to them by 
Germany; and, as Dr. Schacht himself announced: 

“The debtor, not the creditor, has the whiphand. If the 
debtor cannot pay, it is the business of the creditor to help 
him, or to resign Mmself to losing his money.” 


By these methods the Nazi Government succeeded in 
obtaining an economic stranglehold upon the Balkans and 
elsewhere, particularly South America, as the following 
table shows: 
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Germany's share of trade of some South American 
Countries, 1937. 




1932 

O/ 

1937 

O/ 

Brazil 

imports 

/o 

90 

/o 

23 9 


exports 

89 

17 0 

Peru 

imports 

10 7 

19 7 


exports 

72 

13 7 

Venezuela 

imports 

12.4 

15 0 


exports 

2 1 

20 

Chile 

imports 

14 7 

261 


exports 

13 7 

9.5 


(Economist). 

Schacht’s shells for corn scheme, however, was unsatis- 
factory for two reasons First, it was open to the danger 
that those subjected to it might revolt and assert their 
independence. This revolt began to grow in 1937 when 
the general recovery of international trade opened out 
new markets for the goods of South-East Europe. In this 
respect Czechoslovakia was a particular difficulty. ' In 
Czechoslovakia, Britain actually did better than Germany, 
and so long as Czechoslovakia remained an independent 
state, the Nazi Government was always handicapped, 
not only by Czech competition, but by the resolve of the 
Czechs to trade wherever they chose. 

Even if Hitler should succeed in his present export 
drive — 3. prospect which appears doubtful in view of the 
fact that German exports for the first quarter of 1939 
were actually 5.7 per cent below those for the corresponding 
quarter of last year — ^he is faced with another senous 
difficulty. An increase in exports must still further reduce 
Germany’s domestic consumption, already subjected to 
heavy strain. For export goods, which (owing to Germany’s 
lack of gold and Deviseri) are the only means by which 
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imports can be paid, must come out of that part of Ger- 
many’s productive capacity that would otherwise be 
devoted to the production of goods for domestic con- 
sumption. 

There is only one way out of this economic impasse — 
the conquest of raw-material-supplymg countries and 
totahtarian control of the markets, spheres of investment, 
and the labour of other free countries. The Third Reich 
must conquer or perish. That is the way out of the vicious 
circle the Nazis have created for themselves. 

This necessity Ehtler himself has admitted. In a speech 
at the end of January of this year, 1939, Hitler said that in 
the long run Germany's remedy is not exports but space, 
which means that Germany must acquire territories pro- 
ducing the raw materials and foodstulfs which the soil of 
the Reich cannot produce. 

From dominance Nazi Germany has now moved to the 
idea of control. Schacht’s barter system is being slowly 
replaced by detailed agrarian and industrial planning under 
Nazi direction and for Nazi purposes. As Herr Funk, 
German Minister of Economics, stated a few weeks after 
Munich “an economic system will be created which will 
reach from the North Sea to the Black Sea. South-Eastern 
Europe and Asia Minor possess almost everyth mg that 
Germany needs.” 

Even before Munich, the Balkan countries began to fit 
themselves into this exclusive German system. Both 
Yugoslavia and Bulgaria agreed to develop those materials 
which Germany requires, especially oil seeds. 

This Nazi economic system will be wholly exclusive, 
the first stage in the pohtical ‘co-ordination’ of those 
subjected to it. The Nazi authorities are already treating 
South-East Europe as their preserve. Thus on October 
11, 1938, the Essener National Zeitmg, Goering’s paper, 
said : 
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“ There is no justification for the British credit to Turkey”. 

The Continental Systena by which Napoleon sought to 
paralyse British trade and destroy Bntain’s power, is already 
within Nazi contemplation. 

The Nazi aim then is monopoly, and no one but Mr. 
Chamberlain — and even he may no longer do so — ^appears 
to believe that Bntain can cash in on it. Mem Kampf 
has expressly repudiated internationalism, whether in the 
economic or the political field. The Nazi leaders believe 
in monopoly and act on the basis that armed force is the 
best method of enforcing its acceptance. 

A parallel situation is found in the Far East, where 
Japan pursues the same technique of monopoly by force. 
Japan plans the formation of an economic and political 
bloc comprising Japan, Manchuria and China, m which 
the only opportunities remaimng for foreign trade would 
be the supply of such goods and raw materials as Japan 
cannot herself furnish. This exclusionist policy is well 
under way. Exporters in the China trade, who realise 
this to their cost, were exasperated by Mr. Chamberlain’s 
hope that when Japan has won her war she will allow 
British finance to step in to restore the damage. If she 
did win (which at the moment seems unlikely) Japan 
would keep out British trade at the same time. The rdle of 
“Shylock-in-waiting” to the aggressor is as unprofitable 
as it is immoral. 

How will Hitler establish his monopolistic economic 
system ? The answer has been given by the experience of 
Austria and Czechoslovakia — ^by conquest. There may be 
an intermediate stage (Rumania is going through it now) 
in which the victim^ will be insidiously prepared for the 
ultimate deathblow. But the blow must fall — ^unless Hitler’s 
hand is held. 

Plunder is an aim and a necessity for Hitler. In Austria 
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he had the excuse of Pan-German racial theories which 
enabled him to lay hands on valuable loot, consisting of 

220,000,000 marks m gold which had been the security for 
the Austrian currency, 53,000,000 marks in gold deposited in 
the Bank of England to pay the mterest on Austrian loan, 
100,000,000 marks in outstanding sums payable on Austrian 
clearing and trade agreements, 1,600,000,000 marks in gold, 
foreign currency and foreign shares Added to this the property 
of the Austnan state — the treasures of its museums, and income 
out of state monopolies like salt, tobacco, railways, and the 
loot seized by confiscating Hapsburg, aristocratic and Jewish 
property in Austria 2,000,000,000 marks came to Hitler’s 
coffers from ‘poor’ Austria at a time when Germany herself 
owned only 76,000,000 marks m gold ^ 

This was only preparatory to loot on a grander scale. 
In Czechoslovakia, Hitler had not even the excuse of Pan- 
German racial theones. By invading a land of non-Germans 
in March, 1939, Hitler was able to steal £300,000,000 
worth of armaments — ^weapons enough to equip an army 
of one and a half million men, a powerful air force, heavy 
siege guns his army lacked, the Skoda works, the Witkowitz 
plant, producers of armour plate and special steel for which 
Germany had neither the formula nor the equipment, huge 
reserve supplies of wheat which had been accumulated 
by the Czech Government and which are now being stored 
by the Nazis in the great imderground fortresses of the 
Czech frontier defences. Then in cash £20,000,000 in 
gold and foreign currency; £80,000,000 in foreign securities. 
Hitler described his swag in his Reichstag speech this 
year: 

“A. AIR FORCE. 

1. Aeroplanes . . . 1,582 

2 Anti-Aircraft Guns . 501 

^ Germany To-day, September, 1938. 
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B. ARMY 


1 

Guns (light and heavy) 

2,175 

2. 

Mmenwerfer 

785 

3 

Tanks 

469 

4 

Machine guns 

43,876 

5. 

Automatic pistols 

114,000 

6. 

Rifles 

. 1,090,000 


C AMMUNITION 

1 Infantry ammunition, over 1,000,000,000 rounds. 

2 Shells, over 3,000,000 rounds 

D OTHER IMPLEMENTS OF WAR OF ALL KINDS, 

eg. 

Bridge-buildmg equipment 
Aircraft detectors 
Searchlights 
Measuring instruments 
Motor vehicles, and 

Special motor vehicles — in vast quantities ” 

The robber has burgled again Charlemagne the Em- 
peror or Attila the Hun 7 Which is the Fuhrer 7 Where 
will he strike next ? For his Czech haul will not keep him 
for more than a few months when it is remembered that 
he has spent something between three and four thousand 
milhon pounds on armaments during the six years in 
which he has been in power. 

Will expansion in South-East Europe alone satisfy 
Hitler ? No, for it would not be enough to make the Third 
Reich self-sufficient Although domination over South- 
East Europe would provide Hitler with a subject popula- 
tion almost equal to that of the U.S S.R.’s 180 millions, 
this Mitteleuropa would by no means be able to supply 
all of Germany’s requirements. Of the foodstuffs, provided 
harvests were normal, there would be more than enough 
wheat (from Hungary, Rumama, and Yugoslavia) and 
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other cereals, and sufiGlcient meat (from Hungary, Yugo- 
slavia and Poland). On the other hand, the area could at 
present only supply a small part of Germany’s needs of 
dairy products, fruit and vegetable oils, although the 
production of all of these could probably be very much 
expanded It is sigmficant of the way these countries 
consider the wind is blowing that in the case of vegetable 
oils expansion is already occurring m Rumania and 
Bulgaria. 

In timber the area should be more than self-sufficient. 
But rubber and textile materials would have to be imported. 
The metal resources of this Mitteleuropa would also be 
insufficient. There would be enough bauxite, but the 
supply of lead, zinc, copper and mckel would be qmte 
inadequate. Even more serious is the incapacity of Austria 
and Greece to supply more than a mere fraction of - Ger- 
many’s iron ore requirements. Most of Germany’s man- 
ganese and all her tin must also come from outside this area. 

The dnve to the South-East will not satisfy Hitler’s 
requirements. Germany, to fulfil Hitler’s plan, must also 
lay hands on the iron ore of Lorraine, Sweden and Spau;^, 
must acqmre colonial lands producing the raw materials 
which German industry needs. Once more the German 
economic machine is driving Germany into a giant offen- 
sive in world pohtics. 

In Spain, Hitler’s intervention on Franco’s side has 
already brought substantial reward for Nazi Germany. 
By direct financial control, by the services of German 
experts who are the real managers of business concerns, 
even when there is a Spanish figure head, by the barter 
system — aU reinforced by the presence of thousands of 
German technicians, airmen and nulitary experts — ^Nazi 
Germany has fastened a grip on Spam wMch is in no way 
comparable to the trading advantages she held in Spam 
before Franco’s war started. 
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As m the case of Czechoslovakia after Munich, Hitler 
was not content himself with a general influence over the 
economic life of Spam. Wherever possible, Nazi Germans 
have bought full financial control of Spanish enterprises. 
Krupps, for instance, control one of the most important 
mines in Biscaya. The German firm of Pach have bought 
two mines belonging to the Spanish firm of Juan Lesaca. 
Spamsh Morocco’s ferro-manganese output is monopolised 
by the semi-oflBcial German Hisma organisation Other 
mines in Morocco have come under German control. 
Some Spanish firms, for example, certain Spamsh munition 
factories, which might compete with German imports 
into Spain, have actually been closed down.^ 

The commercial air fines of Franco Spam are now 
operated entirely by German pilots, flying German aero- 
planes and assisted by German radio operators and ground 
engineers. Nazi Germans are also conspicuous in the Basque 
Maritime Services. Former ships of the Askari-Mendi 
and of other companies now run under the Swastika flag. 

Spain’s exports to Germany have greatly increased, 
l^ne Basque metallurgical factory alone has an annual 
contract of 60,000 tons of pig iron and steel bars for 
Germany, while half the Biscayan iron ore output of 50,000 
tons goes to Germany as well 

Figures published in the Deutsche Volksmrt in January, 
1939, showed how German trade with Franco Spain 
expanded during 1938. The increase in imports of raw 
matenals from Spain was tabulated as follows : 

1937 1938 

Iron ore 3,10,540 tons- 1,000,000 tons 

Copper ore 7,309 „ 26,563 „ 

Zinc 13,167 „ 

^ See an article by Charles Tower m Nineteenth Century, December, 
1938. 
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Imports of oranges and olive oil which are not necessary 
for rearmament showed an equally sigmficant decrease. 
The civil war in Spain has served Hitler’s war preparations 
well. 


War Basis of the Four Year Plan 

The economics of war preparation themselves dnve 
Germany to territorial expansion. The Nazi expert, 
Justus Schmitt, has written in WirtschaftUche Mobil- 
machung : 

“A war cannot be won in a military sense if it has already 
been lost on the economic front, and in the war of the future 
the economic front will have even more decisive importance 
than m the last 

Goenng’s four year plan is dominated by military con- 
siderations. Each ton of wheat, each gallon of oil, that 
Germany imports, are as much instruments of her power 
pohcy as guns and shells. 

The theory of the Nazi strategists is that a modem war, 
with Its enormous requirements, particularly its demands 
on industry, can only be conducted by states which either 
themselves possess and produce all the necessary food- 
stuffs and raw materials, or can absolutely rely on being 
able to import from abroad what they cannot supply. 
According to Nazi military science the possession and 
secunty of agricultural and industrial areas, as well as 
assured supphes of raw materials or finished goods, are 
the essential conditions of all future wars. A state which 
is preparing for war, and has to reckon on a war of fairly 
long duration, cannot avoid the problem. It must either 
actually have all .the foodstuffs and raw materials it will 

* On this subject see Hitler's Conspiracy Against Peace, by S. Erckner. 
(Gollancz ) 
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need, or it must be able to obtain by absolutely safe means 
those materials which it cannot produce Mere hoarding 
of materials in peace time can never really meet this pur- 
pose, because requirements m any future war would be 
unforeseen, owing to the constantly increasing develop- 
ment of military technique. 

Germany, however, is faced with great difficulty in this 
vital sphere of economic preparation for war. Edwald 
Banse, the German specialist in military science, writing 
with particular reference to Germany’s position, has stated : 

“A modem war, considered from the pomt of view purely 
of the economics of war, cannot be carried through unless the 
states engaged in it are supported by one of the three economic 
giants, Great Britain, the United States or Russia This may 
be a bitter pill for our national pnde to swallow, but we must 
not shut our eyes to facts 

The Nazis also cannot shut their eyes to the fact that 
German ambitions conflict directly with British, American, 
and Russian interests. In these circumstances Germany 
must find another way out — “to conquer new economic 
areas before the beginning of the war, or as soon as war 
begins”. Hence the conquest of Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia and the war on Repubhcan Spam 


Military Value of Space. 

A strategic reason for German expansion now, before 
war on a grand scale begins, is provided by Hitler himself 
in Mein Kampf and is a clue to Nazi insistence on adequate 
Raian for Germany. Hitler writes. 

“The size of a country occupied by a nation is an essential 
factor in determinmg its security from without. The larger 
^ In Wehrwissenschaft. 
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the territory which a nation has under its control, the greater 
its natural protection. Decisive military action can be taken 
more quickly and easily, above all more effectively and com- 
pletely, against a nation which is crowded together m a small 
area, than is possible against States with extensive territories 
A large area provides a certain amount of protection agamst 
frivolous attacks, because success can only be achieved after 
long and heavy fighting, and the risk of such an onslaught appears 
too great unless there are altogether exceptional reasons for it. 
The largeness of a State is therefore in itself a safeguard of the 
freedom and independence of a nation, while the smallness of 
a State’s territory is a direct invitation to annexation ” 


Hitler's ‘Military Farmers'. 

For the purposes of the aggression Nazi Germany plans 
and IS already pursmng, the Nazis are now training German 
youths systematically as ‘mihtary farmers’ or Wehrbauern. 
Rosenberg and others have studied the records of the 
medieval German kmghts who set out to conquer the Baltic 
lands. Reports on how the kmghts, Hitler’s predecessors 
in pillage, conquered the East, have been made for Hitler 
himself. As a result the traimng of ‘military farmers’, 
who are to be the twentieth century followers of the 
“Knights of the Teutonic Order”, has been introduced. 
Recruits for the future ’mihtary farmers’, according to 
the Berlin Sunday Times Correspondent, are taken from 
the young men of the Landdienst or “Farm Service” — 
youths who serve voluntanly as farm hands and at the 
same time train to become settlers and ‘military farmers* 
under the guidance of the S.S. guards. Eighteen thousand 
young men and women worked in the Farm Service in 
1938. Those of them who show suitable aptitude as future 
settlers join the S.S. after their two years’ service between 
the ages of 15 and 17. Later they serve in the armed sections 
of the S.S., and if they satisfy their chiefs they can count 
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on getting a farm and being able to settle (in some other 
country’s land of course) as an oflBcial Nazi statement 
puts it, “preferably in districts in which German interests 
require specially trained farmers”. 


The New Partition of the Globe. 

Germany’s claims, colonial and otherwise, are not 
hmited to her lost territories. This has been made clear by 
Hitler and by General Ritter von Epp, leader of the Reich 
Colomal League, who said on February 22, 1939 : 

“The Fuhrer has told the world that we claim a share m the 
division of the riches of this earth We demand, the abolition 
of the ridiculous guardianship over our overseas property. 

“But over and above this, we demand as one of the leading 
civilised nations of the world, our share in a coming distribution 
of world space, which is necessary for the future of a nation of 
80 luilhon people ” 

To one conclusion only do these Nazi claims lead, a 
conclusion which the discerning could see long before the 
enslavement of the Czechs. It is an utter delusion to con- 
clude that Hitlerism will be content with merely insisting 
on the return of former German colonies for reasons of 
‘prestige’ or ‘justice’, whilst for the rest contenting itself 
with the hegemony of the continent of Europe. Nazi 
plans have already passed beyond the bounds of arbitrary 
revision of the Treaty of Versailles by Nazi Germany. As 
the Volkischer Beobachter indicated on April 12, 1939, 
there is no hmit to the Nazi plans of expansion: 

“For the young Germany there are no formulae into which we 
can compress our natural claim to existence For us there can 
be no final balance of power, because we know that this balance 
changes from year to year under the pressure of the German wiU 
to live.” 
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The Nazi demand for Lebensraum^ living space, reveals 
itself as a euphemism for invasion. 

What is in issue is a new repartition of the globe ^ and 
not simply the redistribution of existing colonial possessions. 
Naziism and Fascism are placing on the order of the day 
the question of the repartition of Europe itself, the col- 
onization of a number of European states and the imperialist 
enslavement of a number of European people. The Aus- 
trians, the Czechs, and the Albanians, are only the first, 
not the last victims — unless Hitler and Mussolini are stopped. 
Mein Kampf itself has sounded the warning : 

“When the territory of the Reich includes all Germans, 
and if the Reich finds itself unable to support them, from that 
necessity will arise its right to acquire foreign territory. 

“The plough will then give place to the sword, and the tears 
of war will prepare a harvest for the future world.” 



CHAPTER IV 

PROGRESS OF NAZI CONQUEST 
“War IS manoeuvring for position.” 

Napoleon, 

Hitler’s plan for world power has been developed in 
stages ever since he came to power in 1933. The method 
of Nazi advance is by piecemeal conquest. This technique 
Dr. Goebbels has himself explained: 

“It IS necessary to proceed cleverly. A good chess player 
moves cautiously There are problems which cannot be cir- 
cumvented They will be solved some day, as, for example, 
the fact that Germany is the only Great Power without colonies. 
It IS not possible to say when, just as httle as one could say when 
Austria would be incorporated, or the Rhineland occupied. 

“All this takes place step by step at a time when we rim the 
least possible risks. The risks become smaller the more powerful 
we become ” 

Following Germany’s Munich triumph. Dr. Goebbels 
again declared: 

“It was more of a risk to go into the Rhineland, to leave the 
League, than now to go into Czechoslovakia Then we were 
weak. This time we could already bank on our strength by 
rearming, by going into the Rhineland and by incorporating 
Austria ” 

The stages of the Nazi advance were described by Hitler 
himself in his speech at Reichenberg on December 3, 1938: 

79 
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“In January, 1934, I became Chancellor In 1934 a new 
army was created. In 1935, the first clause of the Versailles 
Treaty was cancelled by creating compulsory military service 

“In 1936, a further clause of the Treaty was cancelled by the 
re-occupation of the Rhineland 

“In the autumn of 1936, the last vestige of international 
control was wiped away. Germany, for the first time since the 
war, appeared as a World Power, determined to ask for her 
rights, if necessary with arms This year I was prepared to 
face any consequences . There is a point where inter- 
national rights end and national rights are supreme We are 
ready to go to the extreme.” 

The critical stage of the Nazi programme has now been 
reached. Hitler believes Germany is now so powerful that 
he can ignore ‘international rights’, i.e., the rights of other 
nations Germany, in Hitler’s view, can now proceed to 
achieve world domination. 

Throughout this period of preparation for world power. 
Hitler has worn the mask of peace. Hitler, too, has learned 
“to personate the Fox”. Treachery is his method and the 
method of his pohtical movement. Characteristic is the 
defimtion of “Nazi loyalty” made by the Vdlkischer 
Beobachter in reply to the Papal Fncychcal protesting 
agamst Germany’s violation of the Concordat: 

“Even a treaty with the Holy See has not of itself any sacro- 
sanct value. One may have consented to sign a treaty and then, 
in view of the necessities of a changed situation, say ‘No’. No 
appeal to ‘German loyalty’ can have any persuasive effect as 
an argument German fidelity does not sigmfy fidelity to the 
letter of the treaty to the point of suicide. It signifies loyalty 
to the German people, always and in all cases.” 

In his very first speech to the German Reichstag on 
May 7, 1933, when German armies were on the march and 
day and night factories and forges were beating out the 
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weapons of war. Hitler lulled suspicion by describing war 
as madness’* which would lead to the "‘collapse of the 
existing social order in Europe Oermany will tread no 
other path than that laid down in the Peace Treaties and 
has no thought of invading any country”. 

On October 14, 1933, Germany left the League and the 
Disarmament Conference just when Sir John Simon was 
making a statement at Geneva calculated to achieve a 
compromise between the French and German views on 
disarmament. Once more Hitler dissembled by declaring 
that “Germany wants only work, peace and happiness”. 
In fact, the real reason for Germany’s departure from the 
League was revealed by the Deutsche Wehr, a journal of 
the German General Staff. The withdrawal from the League 
was welcomed as the signal for open rearmament, which 
was to be carried out “to the utmost limits of our powers”. 
While this huge armament drive was progressing, Germany 
needed a breathing space. Even at this stage, however, 
the claim for future revision of the status quo was introduced 
under the slogan, “for real equality of rights”. 

This was a period of diplomatic caution. Hitler had 
to avoid international comphcations until German re- 
armament had been completed Characteristic was Hitler’s 
reaction to the Nazi putsch in Austria in July, 1934, when 
Dollfuss was assassinated by a Nazi gunman. Hitler then 
openly abandoned and disowned the Austrian Nazis 
and ordered the Austrian Legion to be halted. Four years 
later, in Vienna in July, 1938, Hitler glorified the murderers 
of Dollfuss with marble tablets, flags and parades. In 1934, 
Hitler knew the value of waiting. Four years later, he was 
strong enough to strike. 

It was in 1935 that Nazi foreign policy began to take 
the offensive when Hitler took advantage of Italy’s war on 
Abyssinia. The Deutsche Wehr^ examining the effects of 
this war, said : 
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The Fall of Czechoslovakia. 

The absorption of Austria led inexorably to the destruc- 
tion of Czechoslovakia Bismarck said; “whoever is 
master of Bohemia, is master of Europe”. A free and 
well-armed Bohemia blocked the path of Nazi advance. 
Bohemia was in fact the key to more than Europe. Foi 
aggression in any direction was impossible for any power 
north of the Sudeten Mountains so long as Bohemia 
remained incorporated in the system of states likely to 
resist aggression. Bohemia is the gateway to the Danubian 
Basin, the path eastward to the Black Sea. And as long as 
Czechoslovakia’s strength remained intact and her alliance 
with France and Soviet Russia effective, Nazi Germany 
was so menaced by danger on her eastern front as to be 
incapable of any action on the west agamst the democratic 
powers. 

Czechoslovakia herself was bound to a group of state 
systems. The Little Entente (Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia 
and Rumania) with its 50 million population and peace- 
time strength of 60 divisions, the Balkan Entente (Yugo- 
slavia, Rumania, Greece and Turkey) of 55 million people, 
peace-time strength of 80 divisions, were far too powerful 
for direct military coercion by Nazi Germany, so long as 
Czechoslovakia survived. Czechoslovakia was the bastion, 
with a ring of defences in the mountains which Reichswehr 
officers described after Munich as ‘impregnable’. The 
Czech army was admirably trained and equipped. Fmally, 
the Czech air force was so elfective and its flying time to 
the German industrial centres so short that it was highly 
perilous for Nazi Germany to embark upon a military 
attack on the Czechs which could result in bombardment 
of these centres each day the mountain defences could have 
held out. 

So long as Czechoslovakia existed, the paths of Nazi 
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esxpaBKio OB "Were firmly blocked. On East and West, the 
p'lartico — Gech and Soviet-Czech Pacts operated, and 
witluiiDmfew minutes the Czech ’planes would be bombarding 
t he I induTisHal heart of Germany. 

Az-notlltr strong reason determined Hitler’s plan to 
s mas sli CCzech independence. Czechoslovakia was a democ- 
racy^. AsAt the very threshold of the Nazi dictatorship, 
Cacclios Slovakia sustained a constitutional state of free 
particles . aadL a free parliament, free co-operatives and free 
t ladde uiinions, respecting the right of asylum for refugees 
FroitanHOtensm, and linked by its way of life with the 
c3eBuiflcrs'atie:s of the West. Czechoslovakia had to go. 

TUie gfim and humihating details of the destruction of 
Czeochos Slovakia it is not the purpose of this book to 
esxaimaiiiae, CThis has been admirably accomplished in G, 
E. SR, CXiedye’s ^‘Fallen Bastions’*. Suffice it to say that 
es’vennMEi.Cliamberlain was fully aware at Godesberg of the 
coiisequueBCses of that submission to Hitler’s demand which 
oltiimatesely took place at Munich. Mr. Chamberlain said : 

“CXieccilioslovakia would be deprived of every safeguard for 
hie«3iatio.oml existence She woiitd have to sneld up large pro- 
pottlioiis s of Iher carefully prepared defences and admit the Ger- 
man - anrcnic} deep into her country before it had been organised 
c»ii C;lie nnw basis or any preparations had been made for its 
dtefeoBce. Hesr pational and economic independence would auto- 
ranati*_<allx 3 ' disappear with the acceptance of the German plan.” 

TtJhelSNazd invasion of Bohemia was no more than the 
final 1 acfrt or a tragedy of which Godesberg was the scene 
and Ma*iiic£i the climax. All that happened in 1939 flowed 
CLatai-ialli jfrom the September capitulation of the previous 
y.ear_. Shliorn of her aUies and her defences, Czechoslovakia 
was haocded over to Hitler. And when the time came, 
HEferdi idaot hesitate to stamp his jackboot on his helpless 
vdctiimi, 
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Into the argument whether or not war was the only 
alternative to capitulation at Munich it is not timely to 
enter now. Important, however, is it to emphasize the point 
made by Lord Halifax on October 24, 1938, that whatever 
might be said to justify the German (and Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s?) action, the German claim “was in fact advanced 
and pressed under an overwhelming show of force, which 
was impossible to reconcile with the spirit of what we 
believe must be the basis of international relations”. 
The Solicitor-General’s version of Munich was that “the 
German demands were brutal and arrogant and made at the 
point of the bayonet ” 

Mr. Chamberlain contends, however, that the ultimate 
invasion of Bohemia was “inconsistent with the spirit of 
the Munich Agreement”. But was it ? This question is 
not raised for the useless purpose of recrimination. The 
crux of politics today is whether or not force or the threat 
of force shall decide political and economic issues. If Mr, 
Chamberlain still seriously contends that the Munich 
procedure was a satisfactory method of deciding a question 
involving, as he himself avowed, the very independence of 
a free nation, lus attitude raises grave doubts as to whether 
he is now fitted to be the champion of the method of 
negotiation as against the method of force. If Munich 
was right, will not another Munich, at the expense be it of 
France in the Mediterranean, of Britain in Africa, of 
Poland in the Corridor, of Rumania, Yugoslavia, or China, 
be equally right? Is it not time to assert firmly and un- 
equivocably “there shall be no second Munich” ? 

For, if ever a treaty bore the marks of forcefuLimposition, 
it was the Munich Agreement, far more so than the despised 
Diktat of Versailles. The Czech representatives were in 
Munich, it is true, but they were not admitted to the con- 
ference. On their arrival in Germany, they were met by 
the Gestapo. Gestapo oflBlcers ‘protected’ them from that 
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moment onwards and until the conference had finished 
its work. The Agreement was then handed to them. 

On October 1st, 1938, the German army marched into 
Czechoslovakia. It is true that occupation was to be in 
“five stages” instead of “completed in one operation”, 
but, as Mr. Duff Cooper pointed out in the House of 
Commons, “these stages are almost as rapid as an army 
can move. Invasion and the date remain the same,” 

It was ostensibly an mternational commission composed 
of representatives of the Munich Powers which determined 
the new Czech frontiers. In practice it was the mihtary 
sub-commission, entirely dominated by Germany, which 
told the international commission what to do. The 
Manchester Guardian Correspondent reported that the 
bearing of the German representatives on the military 
sub-commission had only one parallel, “namely, the bearing 
of the German military chiefs at Brest-Litovsk in 1917 
They simply tell the commission what to do and the com- 
mission, after a while, has to agree.” The Munich Settlement 
was nothing less than a surrender to the threat of force. 

The Munich partition, as Britain and France now know 
to their cost, did not solve, it merely postponed decision 
of the fundamental question whether the Berlm-Rome- 
Tokyo Axis was to dominate the world by the application 
or threat of its force. The Axis Powers, emboldened by 
their Munich victory, at once multiplied their acts of 
aggression all over the world. 

The Nazi reaction to Munich was described by the British 
Minister, Earl de la Warr, President of the Board of 
Education : 

“Within a fortnight of Munich the wildest abuse of our- 
selves, attacks on our pohticians that amounted to an attempt 
at interference in our internal affairs, and a defiance of every 
canon of avilisation in the treatment of the Jews that aroused 
anger and dismay m every quarter in the globe.” 
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Perhaps the grimmest commentary of all that was made 
on the Munich Settlement appeared in the organ of the 
Nazi S S. Guards on November 21, 1938. It stated that 
a “solution” of the Jewish problem by brutal means was 
favoured by “German quarters” as far back as 1933. 
But Germany had not then the military power it now 
possessed, and the Jews might have provoked other nations 
to start a war of revenge; 

“Today, however, the worst democratic shouters will 
think more than twice about this. Germany will now 
bring about a complete solution of the Jewish problem 
because Germany does not any longer take notice of the 
world’s shouting, and because, finally, no power in the 
world can prevent Germany from doing so” 

In the Mediterranean the Italo-German attack on British 
and French interests continued after Munich. In Spam 
the Fascist invasion was reinforced. Italy threatened 
France, Nazi Germany increased disruption in the land 
of her neighbours. In the Far East the Japanese general 
Staff decided that Britain was too weak to be able to give 
force to her objection to Japan’s invasion of South China. 
The March conquest of Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia 
followed inevitably. 

Where will the Axis strike next ? Will it be to the East, 
against Poland or Rumania or Yugoslavia, or to the West 
against France or Holland or Switzerland, or to the South 
against Gibraltar, Tunis and the other Franco-Bntish 
possessions in the Mediterranean ? The answer is that all 
these are potential points of Axis attack. East and West, 
South and North, form one composite whole for the plans 
of the aggressors. The only question which concerns Hitler 
and Mussolini is the tactical order of the various blows 
they intend to make on the stattis quo preparatory to their 
final plunder expedition against the Wealth of France and 
Bntain and the Soviet Union. As Hitler has said : 
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‘‘I have no programme. I have only objectives and goals. 
All the rest is tactics.*’ 

What are Hitler’s objectives ? His major ambitions and 
the steps he has so far taken towards achieving them have 
already been described. For the future, his plans are 
those set out m Mein Kampf - — ^the annihilation of France, 
‘‘the inexorable and deadly enemy of the German people” ; 
the conquest of the Ukraine, a Reich of 250 million people. 
Finally, world power, involving the destruction of Britain. 

The question in which direction Hitler will strike at 
any particular moment depends on a number of other 
questions, principally the degree of resistance offered to 
Hitler in any particular sphere If Poland looks like 
crumbling, into Poland Hitler will march. If advance 
appears easier in Yugoslovia or Rumania, or Switzerland 
or Holland or Denmark, there will the Nazi Legions attack. 
Hitler’s war strategy is based on the assumption of totali- 
tarian attack all over Europe. For Hitler war is indivisible. 

For Hitler, however, as for any other aggressor, war, 
in the sense of military invasion, is also highly dangerous. 
In the modern world of complicated international relation- 
ships, regional security systems, and non-aggression pacts, 
military invasion is a perilous adventure. Extension of 
power by action short of war is clearly preferable to war 
itself. And out of this necessity has arisen that technique 
of aggression with which Europe and the Far East is now 
familiar — the technique of attack from within. By the 
beginning of 1939 the Nazis in particular had perfected 
their technique of conquest by means of internal political 
revolution m other countries. Through Nazi groups abroad 
to a Nazi empire. This is Hitler’s peace: the organisation 
of civil war. 



CHAPTER V 

THE MODERN TECHNIQUE OF 
AGGRESSION 

‘Tf we mean to wait until Phalip admits that he is at war with us w© 
are the simplest-minded of mortals, we may be sure he will never 
admit that, even if he decides to march agamst Attica itself, if at least 
we may judge from his dealmg with others You remember the 
case of the Olynthians , when he was five miles from their city he an- 
nounced to them that either they must clear out of Olynthus or he out 
of Macedonia , although up at that moment, whenever he was charged 
with simster mtentions, he kept making mdignant protestations of 
innocence He told the unfortunate people of Oreus that he had 

sent his troops to pay them a friendly visit, as he had heard that they 
were sufifermg from acute mternal disorders, and it was the duty of 
good friends and alhes to be at the bedside on such occasions. 

“In the case of all these people, then, who could have done him no 
harm, though they might possibly have defended themselves, he chose 
the method of deception rather than that of violence preceded by a 
regular warning , do you imagme that in your case he is hkely to make 
war after due declaration, especially when you show yourselves so 
wdlmg to be deceived ^ Never ! ” 

Demosthenes y Third Oration, against Philip of Macedon. 

The technique of attack from within is not a new technique, 
as every schoolboy who knows his Demosthenes’ Orations 
and who has read about the Trojan horse well knows* 
But it IS being applied today with such ruthlessness and 
efficiency that historical parallels are hardly recognisable. 

The modern aggression conceals itself under respectable 
aliases. The principal is racial self-determination. It has 
become a regular German and Italian practice to discover 
racial rights,” for example, ‘‘Nice, Tunis, Corsica’ is the 
prevailing slogan of Italian Fascism. Having asserted racial 
‘‘rights,” Germany and Italy proceed to demand “satis- 
faction” of those rights, “satisfaction” in the case of 

89 
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Austria, Czechoslovakia and Albania involving the total 
conquest and elimination of independent states. If 
“satisfaction” is not forthcoming, the aggressors 
demand “compensation” for the renunciation of their 
“rights”. 

Nazi Germany, of course, has far better facilities for 
exploiting racial self-determination than has her Italian 
ally There are Germans all over Europe There is hardly 
a European country which does not include some Germans 
Indeed the Nazi view, as expressed by the Nazi publicist, 
Dr. Kurt Trampler, in a periodical on Geopolitics is that : 

“The Germans are the sole great people of Central Europe, 
the sole purely European people, and must enjoy the right to 
inhabit the region from the Vosges to the Soviet borders, from 
the Baltic to the Adriatic.” 

This is the plan of the* Nazi extremists It is the famihar 
concept of the “master race”. And it is a concept that is 
now crystallizing into definite shape. Already the Nazis 
differentiate between Staatsangehbrige” and “ Volksange- 
horige”, that is to say between subjects of a State and 
members of a nation. All Germans outside the Reich are 
members of the German nation {Volk) This is their 
primary status Inferior to that is their status as citizens 
of the State to which they belong. That is the broad Nazi 
theory — one which by its nature constitutes a direct menace 
to the integrity and mdependence of States containing 
large German minorities. 

This Nazi theory is now being fully elaborated, and 
Germans abroad are being trained to play their part in 
estabhshing this German mastery. As far back as August, 
1937, at the pf the Auslands • Organization 

(Fnrnign ' of the Nazi Party, Herr Rudolf 

Ejgs ^es0B© eSWflers to delegates from Nazi groups in 
coiiutrieiSi aa as 'Bolivia and Greece, France 
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and Paraguay, Panama and Great Britain. Herr Hess also 
awarded special honours for good work in 1937 to the 
national group leader in Brazil (director of 87 local Nazi 
groups), the national group leader m British India, the 
leader in South Africa and Tanganyika, and many other 
leading Nazi functionaries in Holland, Belgium, Rumania, 
Egypt, China, Australia and Chile. 

Wherever he may be, the German abroad is drawn into 
this world network. “Each individual German is today 
in his guest-country an exponent of the National Socialist 
Weltanschauung (outlook on life), even if he is not a Party 
member”, wrote Bohle on March 1, 1934, in the American 
Deutsche Post. 

In every country where such activity is tolerated, there is 
a Nazi organization with a complex system of subdivisions. 
The core is the Nazi cell. This does not come out into the 
open. To organize it is the function of the “German 
Colony” in each place. Round the Nazi cell are grouped 
the subsidiary organizations — ^the German Labour Front, 
the German School Associations, the German Church 
Associations, the League of German Women Abroad, the 
Hitler Youth Movement, Winter Help, etc. These Nazi 
organizations are controlled and directed through the 
German Consulates and Legations. The Nazi Foreign 
organization (led by the Bradford-born Gauleita Ernst 
Wilhelm Bohle) is in fact incorporated in the German 
Foreign OflSce and its activities enjoy diplomatic protection. 
Until 1937 the pretence was maintained that the German 
State had nothing to do with the activities of the Nazi 
Party organizations. But in January 1937 it was admitted 
that Bohle was 

“entrusted with the conouct ana management ot all matters 
concerning subjects of the Reich livmg abroad falling within 
the competence of the Foreign Office,” 
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By the summer of 1937 the direct contact between the 
Foreign Ofl&ce and the Nazi Foreign Organization was made 
even more close. Bohle, as chief of the Foreign Organization, 
was officially admitted into the Foreign Office. There, as 
the Berliner Tageblatt^ put it, Bohle 

“is in a position to announce his measures to German repre- 
sentatives throughout the world through the diplomatic 
machinery.” 

This is a pohte way of saying that under the new arrange- 
ment, Nazi intrigues receive full diplomatic protection. 
It is, of course, true that sheltering of spies under the cloak 
of diplomatic immunity is not new. In the 16th Century 
the Spamsh Ambassador at the Court of Queen Elizabeth 
sent back elaborate reports made by his espionage service. 
But he was not foimd out, and his espionage was not 
discovered until after his death. Today diplomats, though 
openly accused of espionage (as in the case of the German 
Consul m Liverpool in Apnl 1939), are often not even asked 
to withdraw from the countries in which they have been 
caught. 

Herr Bohle’s Department ranks high in importance in the 
Nazi pohtical structure, and it is continually extending. 
Whereas only 107 Nazis were employed in Bohle’s Central 
Office in Berhn in 1935, over 700 were working there in 
1937. The resources, both financial and political, at the 
disposal of this Office are immense. So lavish was its 
expenditure of money in 1937 that it was reported that 
one of the reasons for the resignation of Dr. Schacht from 
the German Ministry of Economics was an unsuccessful 
attempt made by him to reduce official expenditure upon 
Nazi activities abroad. 

These activities are kept as secret as possible. In 
^ Reported m The Times, August 23, 1937 
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February 1935, Bohle issued the following instructions 
from his office: 

“With good reason I point out that official correspondence 
between the Foreign Organisation and the groups abroad must 
be treated as strictly confidential and filed with the greatest 
care Very confidential documents should be destroyed The 
responsible representatives should not allow such letters to leave 
their hands at all and should inform only a very restricted circle 
of party members of the contents. All cases of lack of caution 
must be punished with special severity ” 

Secrecy is also commanded in the confidential Mitteilmgs- 
blatt, the inner-party buUetm. 

A special code is sometimes used. Aryans are known as 
“Group I”, party members as “Group 50”, Freemasons 
as “Group M”, Jews as “Group U”. 

The chief Nazi agents take adequate steps to conceal their 
activities, the usual device being to find a cover in some 
business post. For instance, in Spain the chief agent and 
the Gestapo chief were both “employed” at a Siemens 
agency in Madrid. The head of the Barcelona local section 
and later of the whole Nazi organization in Spain pursued 
his activities under cover of a firm of “import merchants”. 

The Nazi organizations themselves hide under vanous 
aliases. Thus in Spain, secret police work was carried out 
by the “Harbour Service”. Each Nazi local section and 
supporting unit abroad has its “Harbour Service” leader; 
so has each regional and national headquarters. There 
were no less than fifty “Harbour Service” leaders in Spain, 
and their activities were revealed in great detail in the 
documents found in Barcelona. 

The “Harbour Service” fulfilled the functions of the 
Gestapo and spread a net of espionage all over Spain. 
Evidence was found in Barcelona that kidnappings were 
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carried out by “Harbour Service” agents and their terrorist 
activity against German emigres was exposed. 

Britain itself, like the rest of the world, is not immune 
from the attentions of these gentlemen. For purposes of 
Nazi activity, Britain has been divided into five regions. 
The principal is London. The other four regions are in 
charge of a Stutzpunkteiter (supporting point leader). The 
local Nazi leader is responsible for the work of his 
region, subject to control and direction from London — 
and Berlin. 

The Nazi agents are either “journalists” — like R. G. 
Rosel, who was the London Correspondent of Goering’s 
newspaper National Zeitung and at the same time Nazi 
distnct leader until he was expelled from Britain in May 
1939 — or else “business men” sheltering in the oflSces of 
well-known German business firms, but in fact having 
nothing to do with the firms’ business. The three Nazi 
agents expelled from Britain in April 1938 sheltered under 
a business ahas. 

The “country regions” of Bntain are now covered by a 
Nazi network. The foUowmg documents indicate how 
detailed are the provincial Nazi organisations. 

“THE GERMAN LABOUR FRONT 
Territonal Group Great Britain 

Date as postmark 

Dear comrade among the Germans abroad. 

Thousands of comrades work m this country with no associa- 
tion with Germandom here are thus shut off from the community 
that can give them not only protection but stimulation and 
pleasure and also convey knowledge. 

The comrades working here are united m the German Labour 
Front, which helps the individual with advice and m practical 
ways. . . It is only by the umon of all of us that the great 
aims which Adolf Hitler has placed before himself and the nation 
can be earned out We need each mdmdual for this buildmg up. 
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including you, dear German abroad, you who are keeping away 
from the community Do not evade this urgent remmder ! Look 
on it as an obvious duty, and also as an honour, to be entitled 
to adhere to this commumty. Join up without delay ! We ask 
you to be good enough to fill up and send in to us the annexed 
shp. . . . Hell Hitler ' 

E Lahrmann. 

11, Earl’s Close, Great Crosby, Liverpool.” 
Appended to this document were the following forms : 

“ I apply for admittance to the German Labour Front and 
for details of time and place of meetmgs.” 

“I do not intend to become a member of the German 

Labour Front because 

Signature 

Address 

The space left for the recording of refusal to join is especially 
significant. Germans resident in Britain who have rela- 
tives in Germany dare not express their opposition to the 
Nazi movement and run grave risk by refusing this “invita- 
tion” to join the Nazi Labour Front 
In Circular 24329 Lahrmann wrote to German residents 
in his area : 

“ I must pomt out that to-day it is more necessary than ever 
for all to do their duty and take part m the German arrange- 
ments and meetmgs and help one another 
The Deutsche Zeitung in Grossbrittanien has been started as 
a hnk between Germans m England, and every German should 
read it. I accept orders. 

Hell Hitler ! 

E. Lahrmann.” 

In Circular 30339, Lahrmann set out the programme of 
Nazi meetings in Liverpool and Manchester : 
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‘^Arrangements for the Second Quaiter, 1939. 
Liverpool Obligatory meetings of the party, Labour Front, and 
all affiliated associations Every second (not as hitherto first) 
Thursday m the month, 8 o’clock punctually, m the Gemem- 
dehaus. Comer of Cannmg Street and Bedford Street. 
Manchester Ditto but eveiy third Thursday in the month, 
8 o’clock punctually, in the Gemeidehaus, Ducie Street, off 
Oxford Street 

At all German meetmgs in closed rooms the badges of the 
party and its organisations are to be worn. 

E Lahrmann, Stutzpunktleiter of the N S D A.P. (Nazi 
Party). 

11, Earl’s Close, Liverpool 23.” 


Lahrmann himself was among the Nazi agents expelled 
from Britain in May 1939. His equivalents continue their 
activity in Liverpool and Manchester, in Hull and Glasgow, 
in Cardiff and the South of England. The Nazi cell in Sussex 
for instance, meets in a tea room in Brighton. The Surrey 
cell meets in Sutton. 

London is divided into Nazi districts, each district 
having its own “cell”. In the winter of 1938, the North 
London Nazi cell met in a Dalston restaurant. West 
London Nazis met at Eaton Rise, Ealing. In addition to 
the Nazi Party cells there are Labour Front centres. In 
1938, Nazi women clerks met in Eahng. On different 
days the Techmcal Group met at the same Eahng 
address. Nazi business men met in the West Central 
district. 

The Circular shown on page 98 sent out to all London 
Nazis on January 25, 1939, sets out the names of the Nazi 
Group leaders for South London, Central London, and 
South-East London. 

On March 28, 1939, the Nazi Group leader Rbsel sent 
out the circular shown on page 100. 
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The Home Office however put serious difficulties in the 
way of this Nazi programme by expelling Rosel and other 
Nazi principals from Britain As a result, m April 1939, 
the London Nazis decided to he low for a while. Nazi 
headquarters circulated the following letter to their group 
leaders in Britain • 

“The pohtical situation forces us to close our ranks 

Make suie that neither carelessness nor over-confidence will 
damage the Reich and its representatives abroad irretrievably 

The greatest care is necessary m our attitude towards the 
people of the country in which we are staying Political state- 
ments must not be made to strangers 

Limitation of our activities has become necessary. Further 
details of this limitation will be issued shortly.” 

Some of the activities of these groups are, of course, 
purely social and unobjectionable. But the sacred duty of 
espionage — conveying “information” — which is instilled 
into each Nazi Par y member, and the extent to which 
members of these cells and groups are subject to intimida- 
tion from those in control, renders suspect the activities of 
these Nazi organizations. Their work in South Africa 
has already proved highly embarrassing to the Government 
of the Union, which has found it necessary for its own 
protection to declare the Nazi organizations illegal. 

General ' Smuts, Minister of Justice, stated in the Union 
House of Assembly on April 19, 1939, that hundreds of 
young Germans were being sent annually from South- 
West Africa to Germany and were returning as fully trained 
soldiers. In the same month it was reported m Berlin 
that Herr Liebau had been appomted German Consul 
General for South Africa in place of Dr. von Oelhaven. 
It is a significant appointment. Liebau was formerly 
Consul-General at Reichenberg, Sudetenland, where he 
played a major role m the organization of the Henlem 
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38/39 Parliament Street 
London SW 1 
WhitehaU 7285 
25. Jannar 1939 

Rundschreiben 

an alle Farteigenossen und Arbeitskameraden 

Die Feier des Tages der Machtergreifung jBUidet am 
Montag, 30. Januar, ab 8 Uhr in 18 Belgrave Square, London 
SW 1, statt. Erscheinen ist Pfiicht. 

Heil Hitler ! 

gez F Heller gez R. G. Rosel gez. H. Engert 

O. G. Leiter O. G. Leiter O. G. Leiter 

London-Sudost London-Mitte London-Sud 
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38/39 Parliament Street 
London SW 1 
Whitehall 7285 

25. January 1939 

Circular Letter 

to all Party members and Labour comrades. 

The celebration of the day of the seizure of power will 
take place on Monday, 30. January, from 8 o’clock on in 
18 Belgrave Square, London SW 1. Attendance is obli- 
gatory, 

Heil Hitler ! 

Signed F. Heller Signed R G. Rosel Signed H Engert 
District Leader District Leader District Leader 

South-East Central London South London 

London 
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38/39 Parliament Street 
London SW 1 
Whitehall 7285 
28 Marz 1939 

Rundschreiben 

an alle Arbeitskameraden. 

Zu den folgenden Veranstaltungen der O O. London- 
Mitte der NSOAP. smd Sie als Mitglied der OAF teilnah- 
mebercchtigt : 

13. April Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossen im Heim, 
28 Cleveland Terrace, W 2. 

20. „ Versammlung : Feier des Geburtstags des Fiihrers 

18 Belgrave Square, London SW 1. 

27. „ Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossinnen in Heim 

1. Mai Versammlung. Feier des Tages der nationalen 

Arbeit 18 Belgrave Square 

11. „ Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossen im Heim 

19. „ Tanzabend der deutschen Kolonie (Naheres 

siehe “Oeutsche Zeitung in Grossbritannien ”) 

25. „ Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossinnen im Heim 

8. Juni Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossen im Heim 
15. ,, Versammlung in 18 Belgrave Square 

22. „ Schulungsabend fur Parteigenossinnen im Heim 

Heil Hitler » 

R G. Rosel (signed} 

O G. Walter der OAF 
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38/39 Parliament Street 
London SW 1 
WlntehaU 7285 
28 March 1939. 

Circular Letter 

to all Labour comrades- 

As a member of the Labour Front you are authorised to 

take part m the following functions of the Central London 

District Group of the Nazi Party 

13. April Political Instruction for Party members in the 
Hostel, 28 Cleveland Terrace, W 2. 

20. ,, Meeting. Celebration of the Fuhrer’s birthday 

in 18 Belgrave Square, London SW 1. 

27. ,, Political Instruction for women Party members 

in the Hostel. 

1. May Meeting- Celebration of the Day of National 
Labour 18 Belgrave Square. 

11. „ Political Instruction for women Party members 

m the Hostel. 

19. „ Dance evening of the German Colony (For details 

^ see the German Journal for Great Britain) 

25. ,, Political Instruction for women Party members 

in the Hostel. 

8. June Political Instruction for women Party members 

in the Hostel 

15. June Meeting at 18 Belgrave Square 

22. June Political Instruction for women Party members 
in the Hostel. 

Heil Hitler ! 

R. G. Rosel 

District Leader of the Labour Front. 
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movement and the subsequent acquisition of the Sudeten- 
land by the Reich. Liebau’s task in South Africa will 
be facilitated by the fact that he already has confederates 
not only inside certain Boer but even inside some British 
organisations. 

As far back as 1932 there was a Landesgruppe Sudafnka 
of the Nazi Party, founded by Professor Hermann Bohle, 
father of Ernst Wilhelm Bohle, now head of the Foreign 
Department of the Nazi Party. Since 1932, Nazi activity 
in the Union of South Africa has expanded to such an extent 
that It now includes a chain of Kreise, subdivided into 
branches, as well as a number of Stutzpunkte or “support- 
ing points”. The Nazi organisation is active not only 
in the cities but in the remotest villages. 

Indeed, apart from Storm Troopers, every branch of 
the Nazi Party organisation is to be found in South Africa. 
The Labour Front has branches in most cities. The 
Deutsche Jugend fur Sudafnka is the equivalent to the Hitler 
Youth organisation in Germany. It is run by Heinnch 
Muller, whose wife is in charge of the Bund Deutscher 
Madel (League of German Girls) Uniforms hke the Ger- 
man are worn and as an example of the kind of ceremonial 
maintained at the meetings, a Times Correspondent in South 
Africa reports^ a local German descnption of a South African 
Sonnwendfeier (the Teutomc festival revived by the Nazis) ; 

“It would have been a joy for our Fuhrer to have seen the deep 
earnestness of these little fellows when they promised to be 
faithful and true, biave and obedient, and to place honour 
above all. . . The boys, holdmg hands, gave the seven word . 
of the Jungvolky 

Germany’s diplomatic representatives in South Africa 
make no attempt to conceal their intimate connection with 
Nazi activity. When Herr Wiehl, first German Mimster 
I The Times, April 22. 1939. 
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in Pretoria, left Capetown to become later head of the 
shadow “Colonial Office” in Berlin, he received a presenta- 
tion from the “Country Group Leader” with the inscrip- 
tion “To Party Comrade Minister Wiehl, in thankful 
remembrance of joint work 

In returmng thanks Minister Wiehl said: 

“I wish to express to the Country Group Leader, comrade 
Stiller, my sincere thanks Collaboration with the party 

belongs to my most pleasant memones of my activities in South 
Africa ” 

Accounts of Nazi party functions constantly refer to the 
presence of Consuls and Consular officials in their capacity 
as members, while on various occasions German subjects 
have been informed that certain documents may be handed 
either to Consuls or to party officials, who on such occa- 
sions are regarded as equal in authority. 

In April 1939, it was necessary for the South African 
police to take special measures in South-West Africa. It 
was reported in Johannesburg® that the Nazi organisations 
had plotted to seize the Walfish Bay Radio Station and 
from there (on the model of the Nazi seizure of Vienna’s 
Broadcasting Station in July, 1936) to broadcast instructions 
for action to confederates throughout the territory. This 
would have initiated widespread attempts at sabotage, 
and was intended to precipitate a clash between Britons 
and Germans and pave the way for an accusation that the 
Union Government was unable to maintain order. 

One of the functions of the Nazi organisation abroad is 
to spy upon and persecute anti-Nazis. The following 
official document® was seized by the pohce at Windhoek 
in South-West Africa in July, 1934: 

1 The Times ^ April 22, 1939 

2 Daily Telegraph, May 2, 1939 

3 Published in Hitler over Africa, by Benjamin Bennett (T, Werner 
Laurie, Ltd.). 
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NATIONAL SOCIALIST OERMAN LABOUR PARTY 
REICHSLEITUNO ” 

Auslands Abteilung 
Hamburg 13, 

Harvestehuderweg 22, 

11 December, 1933. 

The Local Group, 

South West Africa. 

According to information we have received from Mrs. 

the following German subjects living in South-West 

Africa are agitating against National Socialism: (here are 
given eleven names; nine of Germans who became auto- 
matically naturalised British subjects). 

Kindly inform me whether material, i.e. proofs, against 
the above-named can be obtained If this is the case, I 
intend to effect the withdrawal of the rights of German 
citizenship from them According to the law of July 14, 
1933, German citizens living in foreign countries can be 
deprived of their citizenship if their actions have been 
such that they were in conflict with their faithfulness to 
Empire and nation and to German interests. 

According to the way the law has been enforced so far, 
only their attitude after January 1, 1933, can be taken into 
consideration Everybody whose conduct has been beyond 
reproach since this point of time should be treated leniently. 
It stands to reason that those who have continued to act in 
conflict with German interests will also be judged according 
to their doings before that date. 

HEIL HITLER. 

(Signed) DR. KRANECK. 

Kolonialpohtisches Amt der N.S.D.A.P 

Verbmdungstelle Berlin. 

There is little attempt to conceal these Nazi activities 
in South Africa. Regular reports of Nazi gatherings 
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appear in the Deutsch Afrikaner at Pretoria. The German 
school at Johannesburg, whose principal is a leading Nazi, 
has for years shared its premises with a Government insti- 
tution. 

The attack from within is already meeting with disquieting 
success in the Union of South Africa. In no other part of 
the Bntish Empire is the spirit of anti-semitism so active, 
and there are definite trends towards Fascism in the 
government and administration of the territory. 

In all the former German colonies, there is a network 
of Nazi organization. In some places — particularly Tan- 
ganyika — the number of German employees of commercial 
firms and of “scientists” is actually greater than at the 
time when Germany was the official owner of the colonies. 
These Nazi agents do their utmost to stir up anti-British 
feeling among the natives. A characteristic trick is used in 
Tanganyika. There German coffee growers receive £50 
a ton for their coffee. English growers only obtain £30 
to £35 a ton for their coffee on the open market The Nazi 
state subsidises the German growers to the extent of £15 
per ton. This enables the Germans to pay higher wages 
to their native employees than their English competitors 
can afford, and the Germans do not fail to exploit their 
advantage for political purposes. 

The 3,132 Germans in Tanganyika are directed by the 
Nazi Foreign Organization, Berlin’s authority is asserted 
through the Usagara Trading Company.^ Nazi Party cells 
are organized on the sisal and coffee estates. There is 
some evidence that the German estates have orgamzed 
their labour on military Imes, that there has been teaming 
with weapons, and that in case of trouble there are Nazi 
groups ready to sabotage the Pangani Hydro-Electric 
Supply. The Nazis spread pro-Hitler propaganda among 
the natives and Nazi propaganda in Swahili is distributed. 

^ G. L. Steer, in Daily Telegraph, March 10, 1939. 
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As m Yugoslavia and Denmark, Nazi Germany is also 
pursuing a land purchase policy in South Africa. Details of 
that policy were explained in one of the official Nazi 
documents seized by the police at Windhoek, which stated : 

“The possibility exists of acquiring through cleverly conceived 
mampulation. comparatively cheap farms for German settle- 
ment purposes. This situation which will yet grow should, in 
my opinion, be turned to our advantage ” ^ 

The Nazis have taken active steps to nazify the half 
milhon Canadians of German stock Of Saskatchewan’s 
140,000 Germans, 30,000 are avowed Nazis who wear the 
swastika badge. Despite the fact that they are Canadian 
subjects, they have signed formal pledges of allegiance to 
the Fiihrer. Canada’s Nazis pubhsh their own newspaper, 
the Deutsche Zeitimg, founded in Winnipeg by the German 
Consul. This Nazi pubhcation is frankly anti-British and 
its suppression is now demanded in Canada. 

The Canadian Legion in particular has set out to impress 
the Canadian authorities with the necessity of suppressing 
the widespread Nazi propaganda. This year (1939), after 
Alderman Caswell, of Saskatoon, at a dinner of the 
Canadian Legion, had made an exposure of Nazi activities, 
he received a threatemng letter signed “Carl”, which, 
stated • 

“I would strongly advise you to keep your mouth shut 
regardmg Germans m Canada, or certam members of your 
family will come to gnef Oi mean it). The German popula- 
tion is more united than you think and wiU stand together if 
necessary. The rest of the population is broken up and composed 
of a motley, illiterate group of bohunks who are not mterested 
m British traditions 

With the letter was enclosed a .22 rifle cartridge. 

^ Hitler over Africa. ® Times, May 3, 1939. 



N'xODERN TECHNIQUE OF AGGRESSION 107 

Not aU Germans in Canada are Nazi, The German- 
Canadian League of Montreal has in fact requested the 
Canadian Government to hold an investigation into Nazi 
activities. 

Australia is a hunting ground for Nazi, Fascist, as well 
as Japanese agents. Nazi espionage throughout the 
Domimon is directed from one of Germany’s consulates — 
the location of which is well known to the authonties. 
This Nazi Consul provides money for the publication of Die 
Brucke, the Nazi newspaper for Australians. He regiments 
German residents m his territory Through him the Nazi 
Government sets out to suppress anti-Nazi films and plays in 
Austraha. The Nazis in Australia are allowed such freedom 
of action that they actually maintain a camp outside Sydney. 

In Queensland a big spy plot has been unearthed. Axis 
representatives formed a bogus Company which succeeded 
in obtaining information about iron-ore deposits, the suit- 
abihty of certain lonely harbours as seaplane bases, and 
other important strategic information. 

Like the Nazis, the Itahan Fascists in Austraha browbeat 
their anti-Fascist compatriots. On February 26, 1938, 
the Australian newspaper Smith’s Weekly reported that 
two Australian-Italian citizens — Orlando, a taxi-driver, and 
Vigano, a business man — ^were assaulted on board a visiting 
Itahan cruiser. 

More remarkable is the activity of the Japanese in 
Austraha. From a rehable New South Wales source 
information has come to the author that the Japanese have 
set up secret munition and petrol dumps on isolated parts 
of the Austrahan coast. The arms and petrol are landed by 
the Japanese pearling fleets. These activities are not con- 
fined to the great lonely northern coasthnes, to Darwin and 
the North Queensland ports. They also extend to the far 
south of New South Wales. 
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Greater significance is given to these facts by the report 
of Hans Schwarz von Berk, Chief Editor of Dr. Goebbels’ 
newspaper Angnff, after his tour of Austraha: 

“The whole of Northern Austraha lies open. The fortress of 
Port Darwm is a legend It has only sixty soldiers, only one 
coastal battery. Only this handful of soldiers protects one of 
Australia’s most important aerodromes, the route to the South, 
a radio station — and 70,000 tons of stored petrol. The vital 
Eastern coast is no better protected. On the west coast there 
is a vast terntory on which an enemy army could land, establish 
and provision itself, and construct depots and bases before the 
news of its landing reached the capital The islands under 
Japan’s mandate are relatively close and the Japanese transport 
fleet IS powerful enough to ensure the arrival of remforcements.” 

In 1939 a code for Germans Abroad was drawn up and 
secretly issued to members of the German minority abroad. 
The code is understood to have been drafted by Goebbels 
and approved by Hitler. It sets out eleven “Command- 
ments” fpr “Germans Abroad”. The following are the 
most interesting to non-Germans: 

“Every German must keep up social contacts exclusively 
with Germans, because m that way he helps to fortify the Ger- 
man spirit among those who are either weak or wavermg. 

“ Every German abroad must support economically only Ger- 
mans and buy m German shops Only if there are no Germans 
may he buy from other Aryans. 

“Every German employer must employ only German labour 
No German should work with or support Jews in any way 

“ Do not forget that your place is in German and not in foreign 
organizations.” 

Germans in Poland were told to “study the orders of the 
Fiihrer and act accordingly”. Immediately afterwards, 
reports the Sunday Times Correspondent, in Warsaw “a 
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Strong boycott was proclaimed against all non-German 
shops and businesses in Western Poland, Volkynia, and 
Southern Poland.” 

The Germans in Poland have been organized for action 
against the Pohsh State ever since 1934. Most of the 
German newspapers and hbranes as well as “cultural” 
institutions in Poland are subsidised from Berhn. The 
Pohsh Germans are organized as a cadre for ci\il war. 
A training camp has been set up for a corps of “Polish 
Guards” at Rummelsburg camp, in Pomerania, near the 
Pohsh Corridor. The organization of this corps is on the 
hnes of the “Austnan Legion”, the regiment of Austrian 
Nazis trained m camps on German territory before finally 
invading Austria. 2,000 Pohsh Germans and Ukrainians 
are now being trained in the camp. They have a special 
uniform which resembles that of the Nazi Storm Troopers, 
but has a special Pohsh badge. Daily exercises m nfle- 
shooting and marching in full kit are carried out under 
the supervision of twenty-five Reichswehr officers specially 
drafted to this camp. A special branch for espionage has 
also been created. An elaborate news-service is maintained 
between Germans in Poland and the camp, and orders to 
Polish Germans are transmitted by special couriers. 

As far back as June, 1936, 99 Germans were tried at 
Katowice for plotting to detach Pohsh Upper Silesia from 
Poland by illegal means. In 1939, the Pohsh Government 
discovered considerable secret stores of arms and ammuni- 
tion dumps on German owned estates. These secret 
arsenals are intended for use by the Nazi “Fifth Column” 
to start a local uprising m a moment of cnsis. Pohsh 
Nazis provoke disorders, giving the Reich Nazis an excuse 
to allege, as did Goering’s National Zeitung in Apnl, 1939, 
that the Pohsh authorities are “no longer masters of the 
situation”. This simster suggestion is intended as a care- 
fully planned prelude to an ultimate Nazi invasion of 
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Poland ‘‘to preserve order and to protect German 
nationals’’. All over Europe this strategy is pursued. 
First;, German intrigue, German money and German arms 
foment ‘"disturbances”, then the German mailed fist is 
employed ostensibly to put an end to disorder. 

In Czechoslovakia the Nazi Government insolently 
justified Its conquest of the Czechs by appeahng to that 
same “law of self-preservation” which Germany developed 
before the war, first to excuse such German conduct as 
the Zabern atrocities on the plea of “self-defence pre- 
sumed”, and later to attempt to explain away the flagrant 
breach of treaty m the invasion of Belgium. As a Yorkshire 
Fast editorial has pointed out : 

“This characteristic German ‘doctrine’ can be made to cover 
any outrage and violation of law, human or divine 

In Czechoslovakia, the Nazis exploited to the utmost 
the racial self-determination of every race except the 
Czechs. The claims of the Sudeten Germans were used 
to break the back of the Czech State. Then the remaining 
Germans, strengthened by Reich Germans specially sent m 
to prepare for the final onslaught, were used to stifle the 
last breath of Czech independence. The members of the 
small German minority m the Czechoslovak rump were 
organized into a compact mass owing obligations solely 
to the German Volk and none to the Czechoslovak State. 
Their leader, I>r. W. Kundt, demanded for all the Germans 
in Czechoslovakia the same rights and privileges as members 
of the Nazi Party in Germany — the right to wear Nazi 
uniforms, display Nazi flags, pubhsh Nazi newspapers, 
and, finally, drill an army of their ovm ready to be incorpor- 
ated into the Reichswehr in the event of war. Dr. Kundt 
was clearly not content with equahty between the German 
^ March, 17, 1939. 
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minority and the Czech inhabitants of Bohemia and 
Moravia. His whole attitude was inspired by the notion 
that the German minority was a privileged class in Czecho- 
slovakia.^ That conception has now been put into grim 
effect, and the Nazis have succeeded in destroying the Czech 
state by the use of the technique of brow-beating which 
Hitler analyses so carefully in Mem Kampf 

“A shrewd victor will, if possible, keep imposing his demands 
on the conquered by degrees He can then, in dealing with a 
nation which has lost its character — and this means each one 
that submits voluntarily — count on its never finding in any 
particular act of oppression a sufficient excuse for taking up 
arms once more 

“On the contrary, the more the exactions that have been 
willingly endured, the less justifiable does it seem to resist at 
last on account of a new and apparently isolated (though, in 
fact, constantly recurring) imposition.” 

This is Hitler’s programme. First his victim is under- 
mined from within. Then when the victim is sufficiently 
weakened, the German Army marches in to put an end 
to the “unbearable terror which is being exercised over 
our German comrades” — the words used in the Nazi 
proclamation justifying the seizure of Czecholsovakia. 
This procedure has been followed faithfully in each of 
Hitler’s conquests — Austna, Czechoslovakia and Memel. 

The details of the final throttling of the Czechs are now 
well known. At the time when the Czech President and 
Foreign Minister were on their way to Berlin to discuss 
various outstanding issues between their country and 
Germany, the German army was actually crossing the 

^ This notion was actually embodied m the decree by which Hitler 
laid down the law for the future of Bohemia and Moravia. The decree 
makes it clear to the Czechs that there will be two classes within the 
“protectorate” — one a preferred class of Germans, and infenor to 
them, a class of non-Germans. 
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Czech frontier. At Berlin the Czech ministers were received 
with bouquets and military honours and taken at once 
to Hitler’s chancellery where the Fiihrer and his henchmen, 
Goering and Ribbentrop, confronted them. Once im- 
prisoned there, the Czech ministers had to endure the same 
treatment as that suffered by Dr Schuschmgg, the Austrian 
Chancellor, when he was trapped into entering Hitler’s 
den in Berchtesgaden.^ The scene has been described by 
the Diplomatic Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph on 
the basis of information from a source “whose authenticity 
cannot be questioned On a table in the middle of Hitler’s 
room lay a document transferring all nghts of government 
to Germany: 

“The proceedings were opened by Herr Hitler who spoke 
briefly He explained that this was not the time for negotia- 
tions, but for the Czechs to take note of the decisions reached 
by the German Government, which were irrevocable 

“He informed the Czech statesmen that Prague would be 
occupied by German troops next morning at nine o’clock, that 
Bohemia and Moravia would be incorporated as a protectorate 
of the Reich and that anyone who tried to resist this course of 
events would be trampled underfoot. Thereafter Herr Hitler 
affixed his signature to the document and left the room. 

“It was then 1.30 a.m. During long hours President Hacha 
and M Chvalkovsky protested bitterly against the violence which 
was being done to them. They declared that they could not sign 
the document, and if they did so they would be repudiated by 
their own people 

“With all the energy which he could command President 
Hacha declared that no white race had ever before been reduced 
to such a position as that contemplated in these documents. 

“The German Ministers were quite pitiless. Hustling the 
Czech Ministers around the table, they continuously thrust the 
documents before them and pressed pens into their hands, threaten- 

^ See the chapter on “The Agony in Berchtesgaden” m G E. R. 
Gedye’s Fallen Bastions. 
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ing that if they continued to withhold their signatures half of 
Prague would be laid waste by air bombardment within two hours. 
Eight hundred bombers ^ they said^ had been given their 
orders and were only awaiting the order to take off. These orders 
would be sent at 6 a,m if the signatures had not been given by that 
time 

During this long and terrible night Dr Hacha was obliged 
on several occasions to be revived by doctors who had been kept 
ready in attendance in a neighbouring room from the outset of 
this ordeal. 

“In a last effort to obtain time, Dr. Hacha declared that 
he could not sign without consulting the members of the Czech 
Government m Prague Thereupon he was told that a direct 
telephone Ime was available from the room where he sat to 
that m which the Czech Government was assembled. This line 
had been established over Czech territory by German minorities 
during recent weeks 

“At 5 30 a.m President Hacha collapsed completely and 
had to be revived by injections Thereafter his resistance was 
broken and he signed, convinced that the alternative would 
have been to expose his country to ruthless bombardment. 

Within two days Field-Marshal Goering told the German 
Air Force : 

“By your conscientious traimng and preparedness to strike 
a rapid blow, you contributed to the fact that the Fuhrer was 
able to appear — ^to the surprise of the whole world — in Prague 
Castle on March 16” 

Czechoslovakia had ceased to exist. 

Throughout South-Eastern Europe the German minorities 
are the advance-guard of Nazi expansion. Thus the German 
minority in Rumania, about three quarters of a million 
strong, was, until the establishment of the Third Reich^ 
loyal to the Rumanian State. Now, thanks to the activity 
of Nazi agents who have worked ceaselessly to this end 
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since 1933, this loyalty has been transferred to Germany. 

Under Carol’s dictatorship the Rumanian people are 
denied the right of association. Hitler, however, has his 
“Fifth Column” in Rumama in the shape of an organisa- 
tion of Rumanian Naas led by Fritz Fabritius. Political 
instruction is given by Konradi, Landesleiter of the 
Rumanian Nazi Party. The organisation is on the German 
model — with a German National Socialist Peasants’ Union, 
a Labour Front, a Women’s Organisation, a Kraft durch 
Freude Secretariat, each under its own Fuhrer. The Press 
of the Rumanian Germans has been Nazified and has to 
take its matenal from the German News Service in Berlin, 
or from Fabritius’s own central press office. In 1939, 
German journahsts in Rumania were sent to Stuttgart on 
a five weeks’ course “for the perfection of German journa- 
lists abroad”. 

Most of the half-milhon Germans in Yugoslavia live 
in Croatia and Slovema. The Nazis in fact descnbe Slovenia 
as “Germamc territory” and regard the Germans as the 
governing class of this part of Yugoslavia. Through these 
Germans the Nazi Party is able to organize espionage, 
propaganda and sedition. Semi-military organizations have 
been created, and illegal Nazi activities are carried out 
under the cloak of innocent sports, and even musical 
associations The Kulturbimd (Cultural League) has a 
membership of 90,000 Germans and aims to increase the 
“German” consciousness among the German minority 
and to develop this along Nazi hues. In addition a regular 
pohcy of colonization of Slovenia by Germans is being 
earned out. Germans residing m Yugoslavia are provided 
by the Nazi Party with money to buy landed estates border- 
ing the strategic roads ahd railways running from Vienna to 
Tneste through Slovene territory. In the town of Maribor, 
on the Austrian frontier, Germans are now in possession 
of 57 per cent of the landed estates. In order to escape the 
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law of April, 1937, which regulates the purchasing of land 
by foreigners, the Nazis frequently make use of a Slovene 
man of straw. In the summer of 1938 a poor farmer 
purchased a landed estate at St Kriz, on the Austrian 
frontier, to the value of £4,200. Immediately afterwards 
the real purchaser, a rich German merchant, put upon it 
a mortgage to the value of the estate. 

It is noteworthy that the firm of Krupp is immensely 
active in Yugoslavia and aims to turn it into a centre of 
German industry in the South-East Krupp has already 
obtained valuable concessions m the mines and steel works 
of the Zenica region, and Yugoslavs are expressing 
anxiety lest Krupp should play in Yugoslavia the simster 
part played by the German Metallgesellschaft in Spam. 

This Nazi pressure inside Yugoslavia is accompanied 
by Nazi intimidation from without. Along the Yugoslav 
frontier German motorised umts and. heavy artillery are 
ostentatiously massed for the sole purpose of so demoral- 
ising the Yugoslavs as to make them easy victims of the 
attack from within. 

On the West, German minorities are also used for Nazi 
purposes. In Holland the Dutch Government has had to 
take frequent action against Nazi conspirators. As far 
back as 1933 the activity of the Netherlands umt of the 
Nazi Party was directed so openly against the Dutch laws 
and advocated so frankly the annexationist aims of the 
Nazis that for a time the Nazis had to withdraw their 
chiefs in view of the protests made against them by the 
Dutch people. Again in 1935, the Dutch authorities had 
to deport the Nazi Commissioner for interfering in the 
internal affairs of Holland. Hoti^ver, Nazi activities 
continue, so much so that the Nazii.La'bour Front is more 
developed in Holland than in any country outside Germany 
itself. 

Nazi activity among the 60,000 Germans in the Belgian 
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territories of Eupen-Malm^dy is notorious, though its 
effectiveness is by no means in proportion It is directed 
by Obergauleiter Mathieu Antoin, a Malmedy business 
man, who appears to have ample funds at his disposal. 
Anti-Nazis are terrorised by the threats of Nazi agents. 
The Heimatbund, whose members wear peaked caps and 
a swastika badge, are now organizing a boycott against 
shopkeepers of Belgian stock. The Burgomaster of MalmMy 
reports that “the members of the Heimatbund warn house- 
wives not to buy from Belgian shopkeepers, and threaten 
them with punishment in the event of Malmddy being 
returned to the Reich. . . It is a campaign to work on 
the nerves of the inhabitants.”^ 

The Nazi Heimatbund publishes three newspapers 
Obergauleiter Buhrke is head of this Nazi propaganda, 
which is financed from Germany 

In Denmark, the Nazi Party runs a subsidiary organiza- 
tion called a Landesgruppe Danemark, with headquarters 
in Copenhagen Its members are propagandists — ^and 
many of them are also spies. As far back as December 
1937, Herr Jacobsen, Chief of the Danish Police, stated 
that hardly anybody would beheve it possible if they knew 
on what a scale spying is practised in Denmark. 

The discovery that nightly signals were flashed from 
the house of a German at Korsor, Vogt, to vessels in the 
Great Belt, led to the round up of a Nazi spy ring in 
Denmark in November, 1938. Of the nine Nazi spies who 
were caught, three were newspaper correspondents. ^ 

^ Daily Telegraph, May 29, 1939. 

® Despite the fact that its State-controlled press has to take its foreign 
news service from the one official agency, Nazi Germany has more 
newspaper correspondents abroad than any other country. Thus in 
Copenhagen, whereas there are only two French and Bntish corres- 
pondents, there are no less than twelve Germans. The Ahens Depart- 
ment of Bow Street Pohce Station is reported to have registered more 
than 100 German “journalists” m London, yet the official foreign 
press associauon has not even one-third of that number on its hst of 
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The mam task of the three Nazi journalists in Denmark 
was to collect information about the movement of ships, 
especially British ships. They directed a secret naval 
intelligence service covering the Baltic Sea and its 
approaches, and were equipped with a private broadcasting 
station, a complex code system and a chain of agents 
established in many ports. 

It IS in North Schleswig that Denmark has to bear the 
brunt of Nazi disruption. In this district every known 
Nazi device is being used to reconquer the territory for 
Germany, from purchase of land by Nazi agents (as in 
Slovenia and South-West Africa) to such acts of terrorism 
as the poisoning of Danish wells. 

After Munich, Nazi activity in Denmark increased in vio- 
lence and the Nazi propaganda machine was directed to- 
wards the “ oppressed ” German minorities in Denmark. In 
this campaign, however, the Nazis were faced with the fact 
that the German minority in Denmark has been and is 
given full freedom to carry on activities which in many 
cases amount to high treason against the Danish State. 
The Nazi propagandists found a simple way out of the 
diflo^culty. Their complaint is not that the Danes have 
treated their Germans badly, but too well. On April 4, 
1939, the National Zeitung, of Essen, Goering’s paper, 
wrote * 

“The Danes have left no stone unturned to lure the native 
German population into giving up its German culture . . . the 
Danes actually assisted the poor people of North Schleswig 
during the famine penod of 1920 with parcels of bacon.” 

In both Norway and Sweden, German residents are 

members Why does Nazi Germany need all these press representa- 
tives ? Is It to carry out activities “which have nothing to do with 
joumahsm,” which was .the reason given for the expulsion of three 
Nazi joumahsts from Bntain m August, 1937 ? 
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regimented in the Nazi movement. Various Nazi groups 
have at various times been organized with decreasing 
success in Sweden — ^the first in 1930 under the leadership 
of one Furugard, who went so far in imitation of his 
Fuhrer as also to publish a book entitled “My Struggle”. 
Furugard later joined forces with a gentleman named 
Lindholm, who dnlled Storm Troopers on the Nazi model 
until they were outlawed by the Swedish Government. 

A local group of the Nazi Party now exists in every 
important centre in Sweden. The Nazis publish “News 
for the German Colony” under the editorship of the 
Volkischer Beobachter Correspondent who rejoices in the 
title of “National Press Chief”. 

In Switzerland Nazi penetration works through four 
main channels. First, through the Nazi Party in Switzer- 
land. In almost every Swiss town there is a Nazi Party 
cell, with its various subsidiary orgamzations, all financed 
and directed from Germany. Next is the Nazi Ministry of 
Propaganda, which has an agency in Lucerne and which 
carries on ceaseless activity in the Swiss press, theatre and 
cinema. Thirdly, there is the Umon for Germans Abroad. 
Finally, the Gestapo is reputed to have at least 500 secret 
agents in Switzerland. 

The Nazis have made much use of German students as 
part of a plan to gain control of the Swiss youth. Notices 
are posted in German Universities offenng subsidies to 
students who wish to study in Switzerland. Those ultimately 
selected receive Government grants and are trained for 
taking part in the so-called “community of work in 
Switzerland” ^ 

Training takes place in Schulungslager (preparation 
camps). The Swiss preparation camp which trains students 
destined for work in Switzerland is at Tubingen. Each 
university group is divided into sections — Kameradschaften. 

^ The Times, November 24, 1938. 
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At the head of each section are placed the Einsatzbereite 
Studenten or students ready for service, “the best Hitlenst 
militants” A In each section there are also students, 
unknown even to the leader of the group, who are in direct 
communication with the central command of the Deutsche 
Studentenschaft,ih.Q,'i^dai students’ organization in Germany. 
Their work, like that of the other members of the group, 
IS “espionage disguised as science” but, in addition, they 
act as spies on their fellow students. 

All German students are ordered to wear the Nazi 
badge within the precincts of each Swiss University They 
are told they must do so for two reasons, “first, in order 
to accustom the eyes of the Swiss to the Swastika, secondly, 
to frighten the numerous enemies with whom we still have to 
reckon in foreign countries” This psychological prepara- 
tion is, of course, of vital importance for the extension of 
Nazi rule It is an essential part of Nazi propaganda, and 
Its value has been proved in Austria and Czechoslovakia. 

Nazi economic pressure on Switzerland is also con- 
siderable. After Munich the Swiss were told quite plainly 
that they were expected to come under the economic 
domination of Germany. The Swiss people, however, have 
resolutely resisted the Nazi plan to bring them into the 
German economic orbit. 

The Nazis also make use of Germans employed in Swiss 
industry. The Swiss newspaper. Die Nation, reported early 
in 1939 from its Lucerne correspondent that instructions, 
emanating from Germany, had been found on German 
engineers employed in certain Swiss factories, in which 
these engineers were ordered in the event of the outbreak 
of war not to return to Germany. Their task was to 
remain in Lucerne. The Itahans also have their spies in 
Swiss factories. In 1935, a new model machine gun which 

^ See letter by “OxonSan’’ in Mandhester Guardian Weekly. February 
10 . 1939 . 
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was stolen from the Swiss arms factory at Soleure re- 
appeared m large quantities in Abyssinia as one of the 
weapons of Italian attack 

The Rome Government is now pushing forward with 
energy the organization of an Italian irredenta (separatist 
movement) in Italian Switzerland, but it appears to have 
as little prospect of success as the earlier Italian movement 
which in 1934 proclaimed the Fascist march on Bellinzona, 
capital of Italian Switzerland This was intended to be 
“Switzerland’s march on Rome”. But despite the help of 
150 Italian Fascists who had come over especially from 
Italy, the march collapsed. Its leader Rossi got so far as 
to shout '^AvantV in Bellinzona Square and to call on 
his centurions to seize control. However, the anti-Fascists 
proved stronger and dismantled the centurions. 


The Axis exploits the Minorities. 

The Rome-Berlin Axis does not rely only on its own 
nationals for the success of its expansionist campaign. 
There are few European countries without a racial minority 
and few racial minorities without a grievance, real or 
imaginary It is the deliberate policy of the Rome-Berhn 
Axis to stimulate those grievances and to support minority 
claims in all countries which stand in the way of Axis 
expansion. 

Mussolini’s exploitation for his own purposes of the 
claims of the minorities existing in the Balkans, began 
soon after his access to power. He gave full support to 
Balkan terrorists, particularly in Yugoslavia. 

It was Mussolini and not Hitler who made the first 
attack on Austria’s independence. From 1931 on, Musso- 
lini kept his own personal agent, ‘Morreale, in Vienna to 
see that Austrian politics developed on pro-Italian lines. 
This was accomplished by givihg full moral and practical 
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assistance to the Austrian Fascist Heimwehr organization. 
At the very time when he was proclaiming that “Fascism 
was not an article of export” Mussolini was secretly arming 
the Heimwehr. In 1933 Kolloman Wallisch, the Mayor of 
Bruck-an-der-Mur, disclosed that 40 truckloads of arms 
had been brought from Italy to Hirtenberg. The truck- 
loads contamed nearly 50,000 rifles and 200 machine-guns 
sent from the Verona Arsenal. The rifles and guns had been 
falsely declared “scrap metal”. They were used in February, 
1934, in the Putsch against the Austrian democratic 
Republic. 

In Yugoslavia, the Croatian Ustachi, the terrorist 
organization responsible for the assassination in 1934 of 
King Alexander and the French Foreign Minister Barthou 
at Marseilles, received generous Nazi and Italian support. 
Mussolini provided training camps for these terrorists on 
Italian soil and supplied them with arms and money. 
The Ustachi organization had its newspaper published in 
Berlin with the support of the Nazi Party Foreign Ofiice. 
The assassins who murdered the Yugoslav king (at the 
moment when he was consolidating the French-Yugoslav 
alliance) were given their false passports at Munich. The 
machine gun which they used for the assassmation bore 
the trade mark of the Mauser Arms Factory at Oberndorf- 
am-Neckar, No. 7391. 

This year, 1939, the Nazis and Fascists are once more 
backing the activities of Ante Pavelitch, the Croat extremist 
who planned King Alexander’s assassination. At the end 
of May, Pavelitch was reported to be in Vienna, plotting 
with the Nazis to convert the Croat Autonomist Movement 
into a terronst organization. Mussolini and Hitler having 
failed to draw Yugoslavia into their camp by intimidation, 
economic pressure, and by flattery of the Yugoslav Regent, 
are falling back on the weapon of terrorism which they 
used with such deadly effect five years ago. 
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Hitler used the minorities to destroy Czechoslovakia. 
He not only armed the Sudeten Germans for civil war; 
he dehberately fomented, financed, and armed the separatist 
parties who set up as representatives of the Slovak andRuthe- 
nian peoples Slovak irredentism was organized from Vienna. 
Its leaders openly directed their activities from Germany 
itself, with the active help of Seyss-Inquart, Governor of 
Austria and Hitler’s favoured stool pigeon. These activities 
included not only broadcast propaganda but the drilling 
and arming of the Slovak Fascist formations On the 
Danube quay at Bratislava, German arms were openly 
landed for the German minority and for the Hhnka guards. 
Bomb outrages followed in Bratislava, the Slovak capital. 
The police chief was indiscreet enough to order an enquiry 
into the explosions, which revealed that the bombs were 
of German manufacture and had been brought to Bratislava 
by Germans This police chief is now m a Nazi concen- 
tration camp. 

Having stimulated Slovak disorder. Hitler used it to 
destroy the Czech state. The details of the manoeuvre 
are a record of bad faith and treachery without parallel 
in post-war politics In the week between March 5 and 
March 9, 1939, the Czech authorities in Prague heard 
that the Slovak Nazis planned a revolt for March 15. 
The Czechs informed the German Minister in Prague of 
these rumours and said that for the sake of peace they 
would take police action. The German Minister told the 
Czech authorities that Berlin agreed because “peace must 
be preserved, and Berlin feels it is better to have a strong 
Czecho-Slovakia as a neighbour than a senes of small 
countnes where ‘Balkanic’ conditions are bound to 
prevail and endanger peace in Central Europe” 

The Czech authorities thereupon took action against the 
Slovak plotters. At the same time they tried to keep 
contact with the German authorities “to avoid misunder- 
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standings”. But the German Foreign Office could not 
be reached. For three days it refused to receive the Czech 
Minister. 

Instead a hue and cry against the “Czech terrorists” 
was raised in the German press and all the well-worn 
stock-in-trade used in the anti-Czech campaign of Septem- 
ber 1938, was brought out — ^ill-treated German women, 
ill-treated little girls, trampled Swastika flags, beaten up 
German students. This was the prelude to the last phase 
of Nazi aggression — ^the final marching of German troops 
over the Czech border into Prague. 

In 1936, Hitler startled the world with the frank covet- 
ousness of a speech in which he said, “if we had the 
Ukraine, Germany would be swimming in plenty.” After 
Munich, the Nazi Party launched a movement for the 
inauguration of an independent Ukrainian state to include 
Ruthenia, as well as extensive regions of Poland, Soviet 
Russia and Rumania. The Ruthenian plan was later 
shelved in favour of the manoeuvre to make Hungary a 
captive of the Axis. But this by no means signifies the end 
of Nazi activity among the Ukrainians, though Germany’s 
treatment of Ruthenia has gone far to discredit these 
activities. In Berlin a “Confidential Ukrainian Bureau” 
has been opened by Dr. Syschko, an officer in the former 
Ukrainian army. A “Ukrainian Legion” has been formed 
claiming to be 60,000 strong by the end of May of this 
year. Schools for training Ukrainian agitators and propa- 
gandists have also been opened in Germany, and at least 
one German broadcasting station is at the service of 
Ukrainian propaganda. 

The forty-five million or more Ukrainians are scattered 
in Soviet Russia (where the overwhelming majority of 
them live), Poland, Rumania, and Ruthenia. By encoura^ng 
the grievances of these Ukrainians, and arming and 
financing them, the Nazis hope so to disrupt the Soviet 
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Ukraine, Poland and Runaania as to eliminate all resistance 
to the Drang nach Osten (Drive to the East). 

(Mussolini too, is actively interested in the Ukrainians. 
There is a special rapporteur for Ukrainian affairs in the 
Fascist Grand Council and another in the Italian Ministry 
of War. Mussolini has a personal adviser on Ukrainian 
affairs. Dr. Enrico Insalato. Japan, too, is supporting 
Ukrainian separatism as part of her anti-Russian 
policy.) 

In the West also, Hitler stimulates minority grievances. 
In Belgium, for instance, the Nazis have actively supported 
the Flemish Fascists. The Flemings, who speak a Dutch 
dialect as distinguished from the French of Belgium’s 
Walloons, number four-sevenths of Belgium’s population 
and have a six-hundred-year-old grievance. This grievance 
has been exploited by the Fascist group the Dinaso (from 
Dietsche Nationale Solidaristen, Flemish National Solidar- 
ists). This was set up in 1931 by the lawyer Jons van 
Severen, and from the outset it has been exploited by the 
Nazis to disrupt Belgium. 

Van Severen transformed the old historical Flemish 
movement for independence from Belgium into a purely 
Nazi organization. The Dinasos wear swastikas, sing the 
Horst Wessel in Flemish, preach anti-Semitism and 
practise Jew-baiting, demand the abolition of Parliament 
and the working-class organizations, and are organized 
on a military basis. Their G.H Q. in Brussels is like a 
Storm Troop barracks Guards stand at the door. In 
the room of “the leader” Van Severen hangs a huge 
portrait of himself flanked by portraits of Hitler and 
Goebbels. 

The Dinasos deny all connection with the Nazi Party, 
but in 1935 the Flemish paper Vorhuit published the 
following letter written to Van Severen from the Nazi 
Headquarters^ — ^the Brown House in Munich* 
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“We should be very grateful if you would send us a report on 
the present situation in Belgium and Flanders. In return, we 
should be glad to furmsh you with newspaper and propaganda 
material. It would be a source of great joy for us if we could 
come to a full understanding with the brother people of Flanders. 
We are very happy over your desire to collaborate with us . . 
We are, of course, in constant contact with Herr Rosenberg and 
with the Fuhrer himself.”^ 

It is the general practice of the Nazis to exploit the 
many minorities in Europe and set them against their 
Governments so that the power of the latter may be 
weakened. The Nazi support of the Flemish Fascists is a 
classic example. 

Nazi support of Flemish aspirations goes beyond the 
territory of Belgium. The Dinasos do not limit themselves 
to the aim of dissolving Belgium and umting Flanders 
with Holland and the Burgundian provinces of France, in 
a new “Greater Netherlands”. They also declare that the 
Boers are an organic part of the same community and they 
maintain close contact with extremist Dutch circles in the 
Union of South Africa. German industry to-day has very 
considerable interests in South Africa, where it is endeavour- 
ing to develop a steel industry independent of England. 
It is significant that in October 1933 there appeared m 
Capetown an “African Aryan National Socialist Move- 
ment” and imported German Nazis, clad in grey shirts, 
began a large-scale anti-Semitic agitation. 

There is evidence that even the Breton separatists have 
been offered Nazi support. 

Hitler’s Fifth Column. 

,< The value of anti-Bolshevism as a camouflage for 
aggression has already been noted. It must be added 
Quoted in The Brown Network. 
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that its value has been somewhat discredited in Britain 
and America ever since the time when the Nazis announced 
that President Roosevelt, Earl Baldwin, Winston Churchill 
and the Catholic Bishops were all “Reds” and agents of 
the Comintern. 

All over the world the aggressors, though in the very 
act of waging war and organizing terrorism, set up as 
forces of order. All over the world they exploit the support 
of the Fifth Column of reactionaries and Fascists 

The extent to which Fascist parties are now deliberate 
forces of treason in almost every country where they exist 
is one of the most remarkable episodes in the history of 
polities. 


France 

In France Fascists plotted the overthrow of the republican 
rdgime, for which purpose, as the French Minister of the 
Interior reported.in November, 1937, they established “a 
secret para-military organization modelled on army lines, 
with a general staff, four intelligence departments and a 
first-aid service”. M. Dormoy added: 

“The formation of effectives in divisions, bngades, regiments, 
battalions and so forth shows beyond doubt that the organisation 
is intended for civil war During the searches discovery was 
made of material for forging identity papers, instructions for 
the transportation of arms, information on the strength of the 
Paris Police Force, as well as that of the adjoimng departments 
of Seine-et-Oise and Seine-et-Mame with the names of their 
commanding officers, also card-indexed information concermng 
a large number of military officers and the material of certain 
regiments. 

“In addition there were blank order sheets and memoranda 
stolen from army officials, a list of buildings havmg several 
■exits, an exact plan of the Paris sewers with passages leading 
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to the Chamber of Deputies, plans of the interiors of buildings 
occupied by Left newspapers and plans of the apartments of 
Socialist Deputies 

“There were also photostats of the signatures of certain 
Cabinet Ministers and legislators marked for arrest at the out- 
break of the rising, a file detailing means of seizing garages and 
autobuses belonging to the Pans street-bus system and municipal 
garbage trucks, to be converted into offensive weapons, plans 
to seize the supply of arms stored at the Mont Valerien fortress, 
and so forth ” 

Numerous arms dumps were uncovered in various 
districts of Pans and in the provinces. The value of this 
ammunition ran into millions of francs Practically all 
the arms were of German or Italian manufacture — ^most 
of them came from the Italian Beretta factory, near Genoa. 
One of the outrages committed by the French Fascists — or 
Cagoulards, as they were called — ^was the murder of Carlo 
and Nello Rosselli. Carlo RosseUi, leader of the column of 
Italian volunteers in the International Brigade and editor 
of the anti-Fascist newspaper Giustizia e Liber ta, was one 
of Mussolini’s most fearless and active opponents. The 
Cagoulards did Mussolini’s work for him when they 
stabbed Carlo Rosselli to death in a park in Bagnoles in 
France in June, 1937. 

The main object of the Cagoulard conspiracy was 
blackmail. The French Fascists lacked the power to launch 
an internal attack on Franco hnes. They hoped, however, 
to make di flS culties for, and to weaken the prestige of, 
the Popular Front Government. Thus the explosions in 
the Employers’ Federation Building in Rue Presbourg in 
Paris in September, 1937, for whic!^ the Cagoulards were 
responsible, created a minor panic in Paris precisely at 
the moment when France was on the verge of opening 
her frontier into Republican Spain for the passage of arms. 
Terrorist outrages which would paralyze even temporarily 
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the action of the French Government, were one of the 
objects of the Cagoulards What happened in the Rue 
Presbourg was planned to recur in a bigger international 
crisis. Hence the arms dumps. Hence the detailed plans 
for terrorist action. 

Hungary and Rumania. 

In Hungary the local Fascist parties have used terrorism 
to weaken the prestige of the Government at moments of 
political difficulty. In Rumania, the “Iron Guard” planned 
a conspiracy to overthrow King Carol’s Government and 
to replace it by the followers of Codreanu “Iron Guard” 
leader, who announced that the first action of his govern- 
ment would be to form an alliance with Nazi Germany. 
Throughout the Rumanian provinces and in Bucharest arms 
and uniforms were discovered in the possession of members 
of the “Iron Guard”. The official communique stated : 

“The nature of these arms — machine guns, carbines and 
bombs — ^shows that this was not a question of simple self- 
protection”. 

and added that evidence had been discovered of Codreanu’s 
close association with foreign organizations from which 
money was obtained. These organizations were the 
German Nazi Propaganda Ministry and the Nazi Foreign 
Organization. 


Bohemia and Moravia 

In Bohemia and Moravia, the Nazis are exploiting 
Czech Fascists as a means of disrupting the Czechs and 
preventing the resurgence of Czech nationalism In May 
1939, the Executive Committee of the former Czech 
Fascist Party, led by Gajda, announced that it had decided 
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to withdraw from the National Unity Party — the only 
party permitted in the Protectorate of Bohemia and 
Moravia — and started a campaign to disrupt the Czechs. 
At the same time another Czech Fascist group in Brno, 
which refused to dissolve itself when it was declared illegal, 
agitates for pogroms on Nazi lines and is under Nazi 
direction. This Brno group is specially protected by the 
Police President of Brno, a Sudeten German, who seized 
power on March 15, 1939, and whose behaviour towards 
local Czechs has been exceptionally savage. Nazis finance 
the newspaper published by this Brno Group. The general 
opinion in Prague and Brno is that the Czech Fascist 
Movement is being supported by Nazi Germany, which 
hopes in this way to split the united front of the Czech 
people. The Daily Telegraph Prague Correspondent 
comments 

“The Czech Fascist Party may prove to be that element of 
unrest in the protectorate which will give Germany the occasion 
for taking over the present functions of the Czech Minister of 
the Intenor, a plan which is said to be under consideration.” 

Fascist parties also aid the aggressors in the Far East 
and in the New World Even in Japan there is a Fascist 
Nazi Group which is now endeavouring to tie Japan to 
the Axis military machine. It is led by Seigo Nakano, an 
admirer of Hitler who controls a minor political party. 
He is reported to be in touch with Chikukei Nakajima, 
formerly Minister of Railways, and Keisuke Mochizuki, 
a reactionary on the extreme Right. 

China 

In China itself, the pro-Nazi group (whose principal 
spokesman was Wang Ching-wei, Chairman of the Central 

1 May 21, 1939. 
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Executive Committee of the Kuomintang) was for many 
years able to hold up the movement for a united front of 
the Chinese against Japanese aggression. This Chinese 
group was not so much actively Fascist as anti-democratic. 
They controlled such key posts as the Ministry of the 
Interior, the Foreign Office, the Ministry of War and the 
Ministry of Industry. This group consistently worked for 
collaboration between China and the Japanese militarists 
even at the cost of giving over the country bit by bit to 
their Japanese confreres. For years until January, 1937, 
they were able to keep General Chiang Kai-shek on the 
path of non-resistance to Japan and to inspire the exhausting 
anti-Communist campaigns at home which dissipated 
China’s strength. The so-called Blue Shirt Group in China 
was composed of extreme nationahsts among the young 
officers of Chiang Kai-shek’s army They also favoured 
collaboration with Nazi Germany and the institution of 
a Fascist dictatorship modelled on that of Germany and 
Italy. They differed from the old politicians in that they 
stood for an active and independent China led by a strong 
independent dictatorship under Chiang Kai-shek. Their 
anti-united-front policy and anti-democratic terrorism, 
however, had the effect of aiding the Japanese by paralyzing 
China’s ability to resist Japanese aggression 
It is interesting that their nationalism has now overcome 
their anti-Communist or anti-democratic bias They are 
now loyally supporting the united front policy as the 
basis of China’s will to resist national extinction at the 
hands of the Japanese. The Wang Ching-wei group, 
however, repiains recalcitrant and has shown the utter 
lengths to which the “Fifth Column” of the country will 
go in Its policy of betrayal. At the most critical moment 
in China’s struggle, this group fomented a murderous 
putsch against the Communists at Changsha in which 
hundreds of innocent civilians lost their lives. The blame 
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for this disaster was placed on General Chiang’s shoulders, 
while a new move for capitulation before Japan was 
declared openly after attempts had been made to suborn 
the loyalty of leading officials. A convincing demonstration 
of public opinion, however, overwhelmed the blandish- 
ments of the capitulationists, and prompt action by General 
Chiang Kai-shek put an end to the intrigues in the capital. 
Wang Ching-wei and his immediate followers were dis- 
graced and expelled from the Government 


South America. 

In South America, the Fascist Groups in the various 
countries act as spearheads for Italy, Germany and Japan. 
Their activities have been exposed most clearly in Brazil. 
In May 1938, the Fascist integralists attempted to seize 
power. The coup was crushed and the subsequent investi- 
gations revealed that an Italian journalist, who was arrested 
after the uprising, had in his possession instructions from 
the Italian Government to give full support to the Fascist 
movement in Brazil. The document stated that the reason 
for Italian intervention was the necessity for Italy to have 
a military supply base in South America in case of war 
in Europe. Close connections between the Nazis and the 
integralists was proved by the same investigations. Integral- 
ismo means “ totalitananism” which these “Green 
Shirts” advocate as well as anti-Socialism and anti- 
Semitism Arms and ammunition have been supplied 
by Nazi Germany to the Brazilian Green Shirts. Early in 
1938, in the house of Salgado, the Integralist leader, the 
Brazilian police discovered arms of all kinds, including 
3,000 daggers with the Swastika sign engraved upon them. 
Large sums of money were also found in Salgado’s posses- 
sion and Brazilians allege that this money came from 
Berhn.. 
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So dangerous did Italian and German intrigue become 
that the Brazilian Government felt obliged to introduce 
a decree forbidding all foreigners to take part in Brazihan 
pohtics. Foreigners were forbidden: 

“To maintain any societies, foundations, companies, clubs or 
establishments of a pohtical nature, to exercise individual 
political action among their compatriots, to display flags, 
umforms, badges, insigma or any kind of symbol of foreign 
political parties, to organize processions, outings or meetings 
of any kind for a political purpose, or to mamtam pohtical 
newspapers or reviews.”^ 

This order was directed against the Nazis and gives a 
picture of the means used by the Nazis to influence politics 
in Brazil. 

The German Ambassador subsequently requested that 
cultural activities by the Nazi Party among Germans 
resident in Brazil should be allowed to continue. The 
Brazilian Foreign Minister refused the request, a decision 
which, as The Times Correspondent in Brazil wrote, “gave 
widespread satisfaction not only in Brazil but through all 
South America ” 

“It IS realized that Germany’s intentions are more far-reaching 
than disclosed in a simple request for permission to preach the 
doctrine of Nazism, had the request been granted, with the 
facihty that the Fuhrer’s emissaries have of making use of and 
taking advantage of tolerance, it might easily have become a 
most serious menace to Brazil’s existence as an independent 
nation. Nazism is regarded here as a purely political instru- 
ment to attain an end — ^in this case the implanting of the regime 
prescnbed by Hitler — ^and not as the innocent cult of peaceful 
penetration.” 

The Times report concludes : 

“Many Germans bom in the country, or who have fled their 
1 The Times, May 12th. 1938. 
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native land . . strongly resent the Fuhrer’s direct and indirect 

interference with their liberty, A regular reign of terror has 
been instilled among recalcitrant sons of the Fatherland, and 
fathers and mothers are held as hostages in Germany until sub- 
mission at this end is attained.*’ 

Mexico. 

In Mexico too, local Fascist groups conspire with 
Italian and German agents The Mexican “Gold Shirts” 
attempted a coup in 1935. After they were declared 
illegal they organized themselves in the “Confederation 
of the Middle Class”. They are secretly armed, and when 
two of their agents were arrested in November 1937, 
and found to have planned to assassinate President 
Cardenas by means of a large quantity of dynamite stored 
in their residence, both Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy 
were implicated to such an extent that for diplomatic 
reasons the Mexican Government had to hush the matter 
up, and the Nazis slowed down their official participation 
in the conspiracy till the crisis blew over. 

All over South America there are similar conspiracies. 
The knowledge of Italian, German and Japanese intrigue 
in this territory has in fact been in the mind of the American 
Government when it has fulminated and acted against the 
further advance of Anti-Commtern Pact aggression. 



CHAPTER VI 


PROPAGANDA AS A WEAPON 


“Propaganda is just as much a weapon as artillery or the chemical 
arm,” 


General von Metzsch, 


‘‘Propaganda and force are never absolute antitheses 
writes the Nazi radio chief, Hadamowski; “the use of 
force can be a part of prqpaganda.’’ The Nazis fully 
accept this thesis. Propaganda in the normally accepted 
sense of the term — dissemination of information — ^is only 
one of the methods by which the vast organisation directed 
by Dr. Goebbels seeks to exert influence. Bribery, kid- 
napping, terrorism against mdividuals, blackmail of whole 
nations, these also are elements in the Nazi propaganda 
system. 

Hitler himself is the master craftsman of Nazi propa- 
ganda. His rise to power was accomplished by that same 
combination of propaganda and force by which he 
seeks to dominate the world to-day. The propaganda he 
used m Germany to convince the people of the rightness of 
his political and economic policy he reinforced by an army 
of Storm Troopers who weakened opposition by terrorism. 
The Brown Shirt squads made anti-Nazi propaganda highly 
dangerous After 1934 they made it almost impossible. 
On attaining power the Nazi regime monopolised propa- 
ganda and at the same time, through the Gestapo, set out 
to suppress all trace of opposition. 

Hitler is now pursuing exactly the same policy abroad. 
He terrorises nations with Germany’s armed strength, in 

134 
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the hope of frightening their peoples into unresisting 
acceptance of his domination At the same time he swamps 
them from within and from without with a ceaseless flow 
of Nazi propaganda, hoping in the end to “co-ordinate” 
them to the Nazi system. Propaganda monopoly and the 
muzzling of non-Nazi views run together. 

What IS the nature of Nazi propaganda ? Its principal 
feature is what the Americans call “card-stacking”,^ a 
device in which the propagandist employs all the ’arts of 
deception to win support for himself and his policy. He 
stacks the cards against the truth. The misrepresentation 
of facts IS accomplished m two ways. There is a rigorously 
enforced censorship, backed at home by espionage and 
the threat of concentration camps and abroad by the 
threat of invasion. By this means Hitler can suppress the 
truth and prevent the expression of discontent and 
opposition. 

The Nazi propaganda machine disseminates false- 
hoods on the lines Hitler has set out in Mem Kampf: 

“Through the skilful and persistent apphcation of propa- 
ganda, an entire people can be shown Heaven as Hell and, 
equally, the most miserable life can be made to seem paradise.” 

Elsewhere, disclosing that contempt for the German 
people which Mein Kampf frequently reveals, Ehtler writes : 

“The magnitude of a lie is always a certain factor in making 
it beheved, for the great masses of the nation are at the bottom 
of their hearts more apt to be merely demoralized than con- 
sciously and purposely bad. Consequently, they more easily 
fall a prey to a big lie than to a small one, since they themselves 
often tell petty lies, but would be restrained by shame from too 
big a one.” 

1 See “ Propaganda Analysis” VH. 1. N# 8 pnbliilKOi'o}# IWttitbte 
for Propaganda Analysis. 
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The principal manufacturers of these “hes of magnitude” 
are Hitler himself and his propagandist Goebbels. As 
early as June 30, 1933, a decree gave Goebbels com- 
plete control of all news services, domestic and foreign 
propaganda, art, radio, film and theatre productions, 
censorship, exhibitions, travel advertising and sports 
abroad. Everything which might be useful in spreading 
Nazi influence is put at the disposal of the Propaganda 
Minister 

What is the purpose of this propaganda abroad? Its 
chief aim is to act as a solvent; to extend the lines of 
cleavage within foreign states and so to widen them that 
the composite body splits up and disintegrates. Points of 
difference may be found to exist between allies, between a 
government and its subjects, between minorities and 
majorities, between social classes. The function of Nazi 
propaganda is simply to emphasize these differences and 
widen them until complete disintegration is achieved. 
Then, as in Austria, Czechoslovakia and Albania, the 
aggressor’s army marches in to take over. 

The Nazi Professor Banse, Professor of Military Science, 
frankly describes propaganda as “peace time preparation 
for war”. In his book “Germany, Prepare for War,” the 
English translation of which the Nazi authorities endeav- 
oured to suppress, Banse urges that disruptive propaganda 
should be set at work within the country to be attacked 
“to dissolve the united mass of the enemy people”. Banse 
goes on to recommend the creation of “Fifth Columns”. 
“Auxiliary posts must be established in the capital. Writers 
of the country must be got hold of and influence exercised, 
through press, film and radio. Clubs, social centres and 
reading-rooms can be brought into this service. Above 
all, whispering propaganda should be organized through 
native agents.” 

Characteristic is the Nazi support of anti-Semitism all 
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over the world. Even in Britain, where Jews have lived 
peaceably for centuries, anti-Semitism is now being deliber- 
ately fomented by Fascist groups, of which the most 
obtrusive is that led by Sir Oswald Mosley. In his “ British 
Union of Fascists and National Socialists”, Mosley borrows 
the ideas of both dictators He has taken up Hitler’s anti- 
Semitism as a main plank of his policy. There is nothing in 
Britain which smacks so much of the atmosphere of a Nazi 
bookshop in Berlin as any Mosleyite bookshop in London. 
The propaganda of the Fichte-bund (a Nazi propaganda or- 
ganization), is prominently displayed and distributed free, 
and there are selections of the filth that exudes from the 
Jew-baiting presses of Berlin and Hamburg. With the help of 
Nazi propaganda, British Fascism has been able to foment 
anti-Semitism in Britain. Fascist agitation, provocation 
and not infrequently violence against Jewish citizens in 
the East End of London and elsewhere has created strife 
where before there was none. 

Nazi money lies behind the several anti-Semitic organiza- 
tions in Britain which masquerade under harmless titles. 
In May of this year, there was evidence that the Nazi 
propaganda machine directed its anti-Semitism towards 
Ireland. Attention was especially concentrated on former 
members of the Irish Republican Army. A former I R.A. 
officer in East Donegal revealed on May 11, 1939,^ that 
he had received a letter containing propaganda leaflets from 
Germany. It had been addressed to him under his title 
and rank in the old I R.A. organization Its contents were 
mainly anti-Semitic and were issued from Hamburg by 
the Nazi Propaganda Ministry. They comprised a letter 
signed by Dr. Goebbels, leaflets, charts, and a book dealing 
with the Nazi attitude towards the Church and the Jews. 
The Dublin police are investigating the matter and official 
circles in Dublin believe that, if the police are able to 
^ Daily Telegraph, May 12, 1939 
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probe deep enough, it will be found that Nazi assistance 
to the I.R.A IS not confined to propaganda. 

The Nazis endeavour to accustom Britishers to 
anti-Semitism by insidious means. In February 1938, 
for instance, a systematic campaign was ordered from 
Berlin to compel all German firms with English branches 
to dismiss all Jews in their employ in England. The 
German Government annoimced that German firms em- 
ploying Jews abroad would not be eligible for the Govern- 
ment subsidy which is paid to German firms to allow 
them to undercut the prices of foreign firms. Nazi Govern- 
ment representatives emphasized that this ruling applied 
particularly to the subsidies granted to make the prices 
of German firms competitive in the English market. 

In February 1938 this screw was turned on a German 
fiirm in London, carrying on the business of manufacturers 
of machinery. On February 18th an employee of this 
company was informed that she would have to leave the 
company because she was of Jewish blood, and she was 
obliged to resign. 

Two months later, in April, 1938, Nazi authorities 
brought similar pressure to bear on British firms An 
English firm which acts as agent for a German manu- 
facturer received instructions from a German firm that if 
they wished to continue busmess they must dismiss a 
member of their staff who was of Jewish origin. The 
Enghsh firm protested, but the member of the staff, who 
held a very responsible position, resigned rather than rum 
his firm Blackmail triumphed.^ 

This technique of “Anti-Semitism by Blackmail” has 
been applied elsewhere In the case of Chile there is 
actually an arrangement by which Germany takes Chilean 
nitrates and in return Chile does not take German refugees 
— of whom the great majority are Jewish. 

^ Reported m the New Statesman and Natwn, April 2, 1938 
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Anti-Semitism is not only a disruptive force. It is part 
of the “psychological preparation” for the extension of 
Fascism. It accustoms those susceptible to it to acceptance 
of persecution and brutality and awakens in them a sort 
of pre-Fascist mentality Once demoralization has set in, 
the culminating stages of “conversion” to Fascism becomes 
comparatively easy 


Hitler’s War on Democracy 

For Hitler it is vital for the success of his propaganda 
machme that there should be no counter propaganda to 
it. Mr. Winston Churchill stated in a broadcast to 
America : 

“You see these dictators on their pedestals, surrounded by 
the bayonets of their soldiers and the truncheons of their 
police. 

“On all sides they are guarded by masses of armed men, 
cannons, airplanes, fortifications, and the like — ^they boast and 
vaunt themselves before the world, yet in their hearts there is 
unspoken fear 

“They are afraid of words and thoughts: words spoken 
abroad, thoughts stirring at home — ^all the more powerful 
because forbidden — terrify them 

“A little mouse of thought appears in the room, and even the 
mightiest potentates are thrown into panic 

“They make frantic efforts to bar out thoughts and words: 
they are afraid of the workings of the human mind. 

“Cannons, airplanes, they can manufacture in large quanti- 
ties , but how are they to queU the natural promptings of human 
nature, which after all these centuries of trial and progress has 
inherited a whole armoury of potent and indestructible know- 
ledge?” 

Hitler’s war on democracy is not simply an ideological 
indulgence on his part. It is essential for him and vital 
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to his system to silence the voices of critics abroad, to 
still the tongues of those who expose him and his policy. 
He can never feel wholly safe, even at home, so long as 
there survive in Europe exponents of those free tradi- 
tions and institutions which are associated with Britain 
and France. 

Hitler makes no attempt to disguise his hatred for 
democracy. As far back as March 14, 1936, he said at 
Mumch : 

“I do not believe that there can be peace among the nations 
until they have the same law and system of law That is why I 
hope that national socialism will one day extend over the world 
This is no fantastic dream, but an achievable object ” 

Hitler’s meaning is clear. So long as a single democracy 
survives m Europe, Nazi aggression will not cease. It is 
a war to the death against freedom. The destruction of 
Czechoslovakia was necessary to Hitler, not only for terri- 
torial, economic and strategic reasons, but also because, 
so long as it survived, Czechoslovakia was a refuge on the 
German frontier for German Liberals and other fugitives 
from Nazi injustice, and thus a centre from which Liberal 
ideas could most easily percolate into Germany. The 
seizure of German refugees was one of the first acts of the 
Nazi invasion of Bohemia and Moravia. The Nazi 
Westdevtscher Beobachter was able to gloat on March 20, 
1939, over the success of the Gestapo : 

“Amongst those who weep to-day m Prague, there are also 
the emigrants who had swarmed there. They have nearly all 
been caught Amongst them are those who left Berlin in time 
and who escaped once more in Vienna. At last they have suff- 
ered the fate we reserved for them. At 7 0 in the morning, 
when the radio announced the agreement between President 
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Hacha and the Fuhrer, the police headquarters were already 
occupied, the frontiers were closed and even the air weis 
forbidden.” 

Czechoslovakia had to go not only because she maintained 
the nght of asylum for pohtical refugees. She was her- 
self a democracy, a continual menace to Hitlensm by the 
very power of her example. 

Hitler cannot stand criticism. That is why in almost 
every speech he demands press censorship as the price of 
“appeasement”. Not until every democratic country has 
clapped Hitler’s censorship on its press and radio, and 
has introduced decrees to silence every pubhc criticism of 
Nazism, will Hitler be appeased. 

Hitler’s press chief. Dr. Otto Dietrich, actually proposed 
press pacts in March 1938. These were to provide for 
total Governmental control of printed and spoken words 
in all nations negotiating such treaties with Germany. 
This would mean that in Britain, for instance, every Member 
of Parhament and of every local Council, all leaders of 
rehgious, labour and business groups, all pubhc speakers 
and writers, would have to submit any proposed pubhc 
reference to Germany or to German officials to an official 
censor jin Whitehall before a single word could be spoken 
or printed. Such action would of course involve the 
complete destruction of our democratic system. This, 
in fact, IS Hitler’s intention. He beheves that if he 
threatens violently enough, the British and French, to say 
nothing of the less powerful governments, will dutifully 
oblige. On November 2, 1938, Ribbentrop remarked 
upon 

“the particularly regrettable fact that during the crisis of 
September a number of Governments made no effort to per- 
suade the press of their countnes to report the news calmly 
and objectively.” 
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He added that in his opinion “every foreign Government 
acting in good faith is in a position to enforce an ‘ Objec- 
tive’ method of reporting”, meaning, to suppress every 
cnticism of Nazi policy. 

In France Hitler very nearly succeeded in his plan. 
It is notorious that M. Bonnet has tried to muzzle the 
French press. He drew up a decree giving the foreign 
mimster — ^himself — legal powers to defend foreign dictators 
from press attacks; he concocted another decree whereby 
“tnals likely to have international repercussions” would 
henceforth be conducted secretly. The Grynspan trial — 
involving certain exposure of the Nazi terror — would have 
been the first. Fortunately, M. Marchandeau, Minister 
of Justice, refused to sign the decree. Yet M. Bonnet’s 
influence was strong enough to subdue much French press 
comment on the barbarities of the Nazi pogrom. 

If the Government of France actually took steps to 
muzzle the press for Hitler’s benefit, is it surprising that the 
Governments of the less powerful states — Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, Luxemburg — should do 
the same? 

Nazi interference in the press of each of these smaller 
countries is now so flagrant that in each one of them the 
German Ambassador has openly demanded silence from 
newspapers criticising the Nazi regime, threatening diplo- 
matic and commercial reprisals in the event of continued 
criticism. Such pressure has already proved effective in 
Holland. The Times reported on December 9, 1938, 
that the 

“unfriendly attitude to Germany of a great part of the Dutch 
Press on account of the recent German measures agamst the 
Jews has caused the German Government to make representa- 
tions in the Hague.” 

The Dutch Prime Minister, Dr, Cohjn, stated that 
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“if the present campaign went on serious consequences might 
be expected and mentioned some repnsals which might be 
taken by Germany.” 

He added: 

“In discussing the methods used against the Jews it was not 
necessary to attack a neighbouring state with which Holland 
lived at peace.” 

The nature of the Nazi pressure on Europe’s small 
states has been described by Sweden’s Foreign Minister, 
Hr. Sandler, speaking with full possession of the facts. 
Hr. Sandler stated on December 7, 1938\ that in all these 
countries, including Holland, Belgium and Switzerland, 

“It has been found necessary to devote more attention than 
before to warding off attempts to exert undue influence, ideo- 
logical or material, wh*le trying to preserve the conditions neces- 
sary for normal and friendly relations with the great powers 
. any pretentions to determine from outside what opinions 
may be expressed in a free country are improper, and they do 
not become less so because they are presented under the mask of 
‘ideological neutrality’ Such attempts at gaimng influence 
must be quietly and &mly rejected here as in other democratic 
countries 

“Another word of warmng is necessary to-day. It has come 
to my knowledge that attempts are being made by certain Ger- 
man authorities to carry through ‘Aryanisation’ beyond the 
German frontiers by influencing trade relations with other 
countries. Swedish firms trading with Germany have been 
informed of the unsuitabihty of having ‘non- Aryan’ employees. 
But that IS not aU. Swedish subsidiary compames have been 
asked for information regarding employees and capitalization 
from the pomt of view of Aryanisation, and not only has this 
happened to subsidiary compames registered in Germany as 
German imdertakmgs, but also from the Swedish parent con- 
cerns correspondmg information has been demanded Here the 
limits of propriety have undoubtedly been reached. 

^ The Times, December 9, 1938. 
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“First, this means the inception of a commercial mtelhgence 
service of a nature that cannot be accepted. Seccnlly, it means 
that pretensions have been made to apply to a nei^bouring 
country a German law the vahdity of which is not acknow- 
ledged here and which is offensive to the general sense of justice. 

“To meet impudence with submission is not the right method. 
For reasons that will be readily understood yielding in an 
individual case constitutes an act of disloyalty to Swedish 
foreign trade in general. The consequences of not mppmg such 
growths in the bud are very far-reaching.” 

In spite of Hr. Sandler’s strong words, however, the 
Swedish Government, fearing reprisals, sent a confidential 
circular to the Swedish press, asking all editors to exercise 
restr ain t in their comments. This followed a statement 
by the official German representative that since Munich, 
Germany is in a much stronger position to enforce political 
conditions as the price of the continuance of trade favours. 

Hr. Sandler’s reference to the presentation of Nazi 
demands under the mask of “ideological neutrality” raises 
another aspect of the Nazi plan to annex small countries 
to Germany After Munich, Nazi Germany set out to 
reinterpret the conception of neutrality. In Switzerland, 
for instance, the German Nationalsozialistische Monats- 
hefte began a campaign to reshape Swiss neutrality In 
future, it stated, the Swiss were to renounce all public 
criticism of the totalitarian states. Already in April 
1938, the semi-official Berne Bund reported that: 

“Editors of Church papers who have published articles 
dealing with the position of the Church in Germany are rung 
up by a German regional leader who informs them that he will 
have to report aU the articles to the German authorities.” 

These actions are intended to be a prelude to the annexation 
of Switzerland. 
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In Denmark, Nazi propaganda, taking its lead from 
inspired articles in the Nazi National Zeitung, demanded 
that the trade in “emigrants’ papers” and “emigrants’ 
books” should be stopped and that the Danish press should 
refrain from publishing “letters from Germany” or “other 
articles”. “Cultural lectures and functions, dramatic 
productions, concerts and even song festivals” were des 
cnbed as incompatible with “neutrality” as Berlin envisage 

it. 

The outcome of this Nazi pressure on Denmark is that 
to-day it is virtually impossible for any serious attack upon 
the Nazi Government to appear in any of the chief Danish 
newspapeis. One leading Danish newspaper which quoted 
Mr. Acland’s statement in the House of Commons that a 
Czech woman had been branded with a swastika was forced 
to apologise, following German pressure, and the editor 
was dismissed. 

The Government of Luxemburg, a tmy state on the 
frontier of Germany, went so far on the road of “appease- 
ment” as Hitler understands it, as to institute criminal 
proceedings against M. Clement, editor of the Esch Journal, 
in January, 1939, on a charge of “insulting the head of a 
foreign state”. His crime was to publish a cartoon of 
Hitler. 

In Greece Nazi pressure is strong enough to secure the 
exclusion of all anti-Nazi material from the press. 

Hitler’s agents similarly dictate to booksellers and 
publishers all over Europe. A leading Copenhagen book- 
seller has received the following letter from the Copen- 
hagen representative of the German wholesale book trade : 

“We are informed that you have in stock a number of books 
by German anti-Nazi refugees. But we also understand that 
you do the biggest business in Copenhagen in German scientific 
books and German text-books used in the Umversity. If you 
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wish to go on obtaining these, you will have to give up selling 
the refugees’ books!” 

BRffiERY Through Advertisements 

In every country the Nazis have set up an organization 
to influen'ce the press. Every local Nazi group outside 
Germany has its own “Press Superintendent”. The chief 
of the Nazi organization in Spam outlined the functions 
of these “Press Superintendents” in a circular dated 
February 1, 1934, as follows. 

“1. To watch the local Press. 

2. To keep in touch with editors and directors, irrespective 
of their political tendency, in order to ensure that they 
refrain from publishing anti-German articles and that 
they do print pro-German articles placed at their dis- 
posal.” 

These “Press Superintendents” employ bribery where 
corruption is possible and lavish hospitality where it is 
not. 

One method of bribery has been so successful that it 
has often resulted in newspapers being brought com- 
pletely under Nazi control. A central advertisement 
bureau is established which feeds advertisements to the 
newspapers As the volume of German advertisement 
increases it is correspondingly easy to induce the newspapers, 
firstly, to take a political Ime sympathetic to that favoured 
by the advertisers, and secondly, to expand on the strength 
of the advertisement income. After a while the newspaper 
IS so dependent on Nazi advertising that if the Nazi adver- 
tiser withdraws, the newspaper faces bankruptcy. By this 
strategy, several Hungarian newspapers have been brought 
under complete Nazi control. Recently both the Swiss 
and Dutch press have been threatened with the deprivation 
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of all their advertisement revenue from German sources 
if they attempt criticism of the Nazi regime In Sweden, 
as far back as November 8, 1934, the newspaper Social- 
Demoktaten, mouthpiece of the Government, reproduced 
a confidential circular addressed by the Nazi authorities 
to German business firms, administrative bodies, publishers, 
etc , in which they were urged to influence the Swedish press 
more actively by means of advertising orders. Definite 
instructions were given as to which papers ought to be 
favoured with advertisements and which boycotted. 

Similar blackmail by advertisement control is applied 
even in British territory. In July 1934, the following official 
document was seized by the police in a raid on Nazi 
headquarters in Windhoek, South-West Africa. 

National Socialist German Labour Party 

Organization for Foreign Countries, 
Hamburg 13, 

May 9, 1934. 

Landesgruppe South-West Africa 

Confidential Information 

The President of the Council for propaganda for German 
Economic Affairs, Berlin W S. Taubenstrasse 37, has asked me 
to induce the Landesgruppen to control all foreign newspapers 
which are anti-German and to see whether advertisements of 
German firms or their representatives abroad are published in 
these papers 

In such cases I shall be glad to receive not only the advertise- 
ments but also articles published in these papers from which it 
appears that they are anti-German. 

Heil Hitler. 

(Signed) W. Bisse. 

Hollywood Films Censored 

Even Hollywood has suffered from Nazi interference. 
In his last annual report Will Hays, the “Tsar” of the 
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Motion Pictxire Producers and Distributors of America 
Inc , says : 

“With the growing tension in Europe, political censorship 
has been particularly severe during the past year . . m addition 
to banning a motion picture in its own country a foreign Govern- 
ment sometimes resorts to diplomatic pressure to cause the rejec- 
tion of the film by other countries on the ground that such 
showing would be an unfriendly act.'’ 

Pressure is applied to alter films in the making, or to prevent 
anti-Nazi films being made at all. Thus the correspondent 
of the London News Chronicle reports that after Walter 
Wanger’s film of the Spanish War — Blockade — ^was released, 
it was announced in Hollywood that Mr. Wanger had 
“temporarily abandoned” a plan to film Vincent Sheean’s 
Personal History, which would have been rather more out- 
spoken. 

The Nazi Government has clamped down on news and 
magazine films. When the “March of Time” film Inside 
Nazi Germany was distributed, German diplomatic protests 
were reported all over the world. Cordell Hull, America’s 
Secretary of State, approached by Germany’s Ambassador, 
used the opportunity to lecture Hitler’s representative on 
the difference between a dictatorship and a government of 
free people. Thereupon, Hitler’s ejffort having failed in 
the U S. A , Nazi Ambassadors, Consuls, and agents of 
all kinds were ordered to take steps all over the world 
to prevent the showing of the “March of Time” film. In 
British Hong Kong a protest from the German Consulate 
was actually enough to induce the British censor to ban 
this film, which he himself had previously licensed and 
which was already showing Some of the British residents 
in Hong Kong wrote letters to the local papers demanding 
to know why the British authorities had suddenly become 
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so subservient to Nazi wishes. The letters were never 
answered. 

In Britain itself, the Nazi Government has made undis- 
guised efforts to silence criticism of Nazi policy. At the 
time when Mr Chamberlain was pursuing his “appease- 
ment” policy, Hitler insisted that there could be no slowing 
down of German armament so long as he could not be 
sure that the policy of Mr. Chamberlain was not in danger 
of being replaced by the views of Churchill, Duff Cooper, 
Eden, Greenwood and others, implying that Mr. Chamber- 
lain must silence his critics and see to it that they could not 
unseat him. It is not without interest that Holstein, the 
evil genius that guided the foreign policy of the German 
Empire behind the scenes m the. closing years of last 
century and the opening years of this century, used to adopt 
a very similar attitude When the present Premier’s 
predecessor, Joseph Chamberlain, was endeavouring to 
bring about an agreement with Germany, Holstein poured 
scorn on every British move, and argued that a nation with 
a parliamentary Government was not vertragsfahig, that is 
to say not capable of making a binding treaty. 

Throughout the British Empire, Nazi propaganda is 
active, particularly in India. Nazis have insinuated them- 
selves into political groups in India and direct the Nazi 
propaganda. Mein Kampf has been translated into the 
eighteen principal Indian languages. Nazi propaganda is 
doled out free to the Indian Press, including a regular 
“News from Germany” service, bearmg the large imprint 

NO FEE 

and adding. 

“If you are interested in receiving further copies or if you want 
information regarding conditions and reconstruction activities 
in Germany, please address : 
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‘*H. R Hoffmann, Riedenerweg I, Stamberg/Bavaria, 
Germany. 

^‘'When addressing us, please print your name and address.” 

A careful dossier is made of the Indians who accept this 
offer, and in due course Nazi agents contact them in India, 
in the hope of using them as centres of disruption. 

The favourite method of Nazi propaganda m India is 
the publication of alleged comments favourable to Germany 
culled from the British Press, Thus No. 19 of ‘^News 
From Germany”, dated October 19, 1938, contained alleged 
statements favourable to Germany alleged to have been made 
by Sir Philip Gibbs, Prof. ConwelhEvans, A, Maitland, 
M.P., Prof. Meyrick Booth, and numerous English clergy- 
men. 

The Italians also circularise Fascist propaganda in India. 
The AGIT, Italian News Agency, sends weekly news 
sheets from Rome. 
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THE TWILIGHT OF THE GODS 

The aggressors prefer ‘'peaceful” victories to conquest by 
war. But the experiences of Abyssinia and China, Spam 
and Albania, have shown that war is always available as 
an extension of the aggressors’ policy 

The modern aggressors apply their own method of 
unleashing war. As the British Secretary for War, Mr. 
Hore-Belisha, has pointed out, before the modern stage 
of warfare was reached 

“War itself had its recogmzed preliminaries, determined by 
age-long usage There were notes and warnings, an ultimatum 
and a declaration, and while such conventions were not invari- 
ably observed, the character of transport and communications 
m themselves limited the likelihood of surprise . (now, 
however) hostilities are undertaken without notice Forces 
axe brought by speedy and concealed processes to any required 
degree of strength.” 

The modern aggressors wage war without formal declara- 
tion of war, wage it, in fact, in the teeth of their own 
protestations of peace. Thus Marshal de Bono, former 
Commander-in-Chief of the Italian troops in East Africa, 
describes how, shortly before the invasion of Abyssinia, 
he was forbidden by Mussolini to terminate Italy’s treaty 
of friendship with Abyssinia. On September 29, 1935, 
de Bono enquired whether war was to be declared. On 
the same day Mussolini replied: 

"No declaration of war I I order you to begin the march in 
the early hours of the 3rd. I say the 3rd October. The mam 
thing IS to make haste and strike a strong blow.” 

151 
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Mussolini employed a similar strategy when he conquered 
Albania. Italian mobilization was carried out in secret. 
When reports of the mobilization appeared, they were 
indignantly denied in Rome. Protestations of good intent 
were made to Albania. Then, when Europe’s statesmen 
were lulled into a sense of security and the British Prime 
Minister deemed it safe to start out on a fishing holiday, 
Mussolini struck his blow, and on Good Friday, Holy 
Day of all Christians, mowed down the Albanians and 
seized their land. 

A classic exposition of the new method of aggression 
was given in the Nazi Angriff of July 18th, 1937 : 

^^Declarations of war, like that which the German Chancellor 
von Bethmann-Hollweg made m August 1914, belong to a time 
which now seems like a survival of baroque diplomacy ; for a long 
time now war has been entered into in a different way, without 
any words, more secretly and ever more cunningly, the creation 
of Manchukuo and the present operations in China are classic 
examples of the new method of extending the sphere of power.” 

When the aggressors do make war they break even the 
laws of war. In China as in Abyssinia, they have embarked 
on wholesale slaughter of civilians and non-combatants. 
Mr G. T Garratt, who was the Manchester Guardian 
Correspondent during the Abyssinian war, writes that 
heavy artillery had no terrors for the Abyssinians : 

“Two things got under their skm. One was the bombing of 
villages and of groups of women working m the fields The 
tribesmen had a savage’s behef that women were not fair game. 
The other was the use of gas, which seemed to them a kind of 
physical contamination hke leprosy. From their simpler pomt 
of view the Ethiopians had evolved rules of war similar to 
those which Nineteenth Century Europe had codified, and which 
Twentieth Century Italy has now taught us to despise You 



THE TWILIGHT OF THE GODS 153 

warned your enemy before you began a war, you left his women- 
kmd alone, you did not poison him.”’- 

The Italians broke yet another rule of war and of 
civilized conduct by their systematic attacks upon European, 
Egyptian, and Ethiopian Red Cross units. 

“The attacks were so dehberate, and later became so persis- 
tent, that in the final stages of the war it was found safer not to 
put up Red Cross signs, especially on iomes. They merely 
attracted the fiercest bombmg ” ’ 

In the Far East Japan adopts similar tactics In May 
1939, Japanese bombers raided Chungking, seat of the 
Chinese Government. As a result of the two days’ raid 
between 4,000 and 5,000 civilians were killed and wounded. 

The fact that Hitler, when he is strong enough, intends 
to wage war to dominate the world is implied in Mein 
Kampf: 

“\^oever really desires the victory of pacifist thought must 
give his wholehearted support to the German conquest of the 
world . . the pacifist-humanitarian idea may perhaps be 
qmte good when the world has been conquered and subjected 
by the highest type of man, who would be made supreme ruler 
of the earth. Therefore, war first, and afterwards perhaps 
pacifism.” 

War first, and afterwards perhaps pacifism, when Hitler 
has conquered the world. This is Hitler’s plan, a plan he 
will pursue ruthlessly if he is not prevented from acquiring 
enough power to do so. 

What is the nature of the war to achieve world domina- 
tion which Hitler contemplates ? It has been described at 
length in an essay entitled “The Twilight of the Gods”, 
published on June 13, l935, in the Deutsche Wehr, organ 
’ G T. Garratt, Mussolini’s Roman Empire (Penguin Special). 
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of the German general staff.^ This essay, which expresses 
the state of mind of the Nazi command, declares that 
in the next war: 

“There will no longer be victors and vanquished, but survivors 
and those whose names axe struck from the list of nations.” 

It is frankly stated that there will not even be any negotia- 
tions about the terms of peace: those will be laid down 
“as we see fit”. The essay adds that Europe’s civilized 
states (by implication Britain and France) are losing their 
nerve and they will collapse when the “robust” pan- 
German advances against them' 

“A war waged energetically and consciously for the pur- 
pose of spiritually breaking and destroying them can be a death 
blow especially for those civilised nations whose elasticity and 
whose powers of regeneration have already suffered to a con- 
siderable degree. 

“ Many an apparently invmcible Colossus (like Bntain ■>) in 
reality stands on feet of clay, and what one or two generations 
ago was impossible has to-day already become possible, with 
a single powerful blow to break a nation’s spiritual backbone, 
to destroy it for ever and trample it in the dust ” 

This IS the Nazi aim, so to strengthen Germany’s position 
as to make it possible for her to conquer the world — if 
necessary by a war which will make “the people of those 
days think the end of the world has come, the mythological 
world conflagration, the twihght of the Gods ” These are 
not the ravings of a captive lunatic. They are a typical 
product of Nazi thought. 

In the Nazi scheme, war has ceased to be the contmua- 
tion of politics with other means, as Clausewitz taught that 
It was. Ludendorff said in Der totale Krieg: 

^Described in detail m Hitler's Conspiracy Against Peace, S. 
Eickner. 
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“Ail the theories of Clausewitz have been turned upside 
down . . war is the highest expression of national life. There- 
fore politics must be subordmated to the prosecution of war.” 

The Deutsche Wehr expresses the Nazi view on similar 
lines 

“War has become a form of national existence with the same 
rights as peace No human or social activity has any right to 
exist unless it serves the preparations for war. The new indi- 
vidual IS completely filled with the idea of war. He may not, 
he cannot, think of anything else at all.” 

The last word is with Goebbels : 

“I know that it is a sacrifice for us not to have a new war. 
War is the most simple affirmation of life To try to suppress 
war would be to suppress the phenomena of nature ” 

^ In a supplement, Deutsche Volkskraft, June 13, 1935. 
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We want to live as free German men ! We want — instead 
of war propaganda, suppression, and exploitation — to have 
peace, freedom and honourable work once more for ourselves 
and for all the peoples of the earth”. 

Froclamation circulated illegally in Germany in September^ 1938. 

What is the reality behind the threatening fagade of Nazi 
Germany What is the moral war potential” of the 
German people? 

The German people want peace. Weary of Nazi bombast, 
alarmed by Nazi threats, they long for peace, for a return 
to a civilization of butter instead of guns. In 1914 most 
of the German nation was caught up in the ‘‘August 
mood”. The mood of the man-in-the-street in Germany 
to-day is more akin to that of the war-weary year of 
1918 than August 1914 

The key to German discontent is the condition of the 
people. Not long ago a German industrialist told the 
author “if we went to war now, we should not enter it 
in the conditions of 1914 but of 1918 ” General von 
Fritsch’s warning comment was, “You may be able to 
end up a war on ration cards, but you can’t start one 
on them.” 

The Nazis explain this prevailing scarcity by the refusal 
of the Western Powers to allow Germany access to raw 
materials. Some support for this view is found even in 
official circles in London and Paris, and economic appease- 
ment of Nazi Germany is proposed in“ place of political 
appeasement. 
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The fact is that the Nazi leaders, as Goering has put 
it, prefer guns to butter. If they choose this course, are 
they entitled to complain when butter is not forthcoming ? 
And what guarantee is there that if more money was 
placed at Hitler’s disposal he would apply it to raise the 
standard of life of his people ? If Hitler wanted to improve 
the condition of his people, he has a simple remedy. 
Reduce expenditure on armaments. In the last six years, 
Nazi Germany has spent the astronomical figure of between 
£3,000,000,000 and £4,000,000,000 on armaments If 
Hitler slowed down this rearmament he would have no 
difl5culty in improving the lot of his .people. 

Hitler, however, deliberately chooses the opposite course 
— ^that of impoverishing the German people A com- 
parison of the imports of certain key commodities for 
1929 and 1938 shows how Germany now concentrates on 
imports of war materials and cuts down on consumption 
goods 

Net Imports of Commodities into Germany''- 
Quantities (1,000 tons) 


Commodity 

1929 

1938 

Iron ore 

15,794 

21,926 

Manganese ore 

389 

425 

Copper ore 

430 

654 

Lead ore 

114 

141 

Zinc ore 

95 

138 

Rubber 

49 

108 

Raw cotton 

358 

351 

Raw wool 

161 

165 

Wheat 

1,820 

1,268 

Lard 

125 

42 

Cheese 

64 

32 

Eggs 

168 

102 


These figures become still more significant when Germany’s 
increase of population since 1929 is borne in mind. 

^ Germany's Economic Position, J. Kuczynski. 



158 THE ATTACK FROM WITHIN 

Dr. Schaclit has provided the clue to Nazi economics:^ 

“The less the people consume, the more work can be done on 
armaments. The standard of living and the scale of arma- 
ments production must move in opposite directions.” 

Who makes the sacrifices to enable the wheels of the 
German armament factories to turn faster and faster? 

In the first place, the German working class. The 
German industrial workers produce 20 per cent more to-day 
than they would have produced for the same wages under 
the pre-Nazi Republic They work longer hours for the 
same pay and have to forego the higher wages which 
they should have received as a result of the increase in 
production. Nor do all the wages the worker earns find 
their way into his pocket. A big percentage is impounded 
by the state and Nazi Party organizations in the form of 
compulsory and “voluntary” contributions (“for Winter 
Aid”, Labour Front, etc.), which take between 4 per cent 
and 5 per cent of the workers’ gross income. The net 
result IS that for the German working class the standard 
of living has fallen 10 per cent or more — and the fall is 
continuing. 

So serious is the incidence of poverty in Germany that 
the Nazis have had to orgamze a Winter Relief Organiza- 
tion, which in 1937 collected £35,000,000, of which 
£6,710,000 was taken compulsorily from wages and salaries 
and £8,630,000 from firms and organizations. Who gets 
assistance from this fund? 

The answer is given in Angriff, organ of Goebbels.^ 

“Those who are regarded as in need of practical assistance 
for the purposes of Wmter Help Work include unemployed. 

In a speech to the economic section of the German Academy on 
November 28, 1938. 

® October 26, 1938. 
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persons receiving relief, war wounded and war widows and 
orphans, persons with small invested savings, and persons in 
work, who, nevertheless, earn insufficient to enable them to 
cover from their income the increased cost of living during the 
winter.” 

By far the greatest number of those receiving assistance, 
in fact, comes from the last category — ^those who earn 
insufficient to survive the winter without supplementary 
help. Promment among these are the men employed by 
the state to work on the fortifications and on motor roads. 
According to the Daily Telegraph Berlin Correspondent:^ 

“The wage levels paid to these men are so low that their 
families would inevitably starve if assistance were not forth- 
commg.” 

It is not only the German working class which is sacrificed 
by Nazi economics. The upper and middle classes of 
Germany are also hard pressed. Their money income has 
been reduced through cuts in salaries, in professional fees, 
in the profit margins of industry and trade. The taxes 
and “voluntary contributions” they are compelled to pay 
are increasing. Nor are they allowed to spend their income 
when and where they choose. They are forced to make 
compulsory savings which, through Nazi control over the 
banks, go straight to the financing of armaments. 

WiU Hitler be broken on the wheel of his own economic 
machine The belief that the Nazi regime will be destroyed 
m the near future by internal combustion is mere wishful 
thinking. For until political factors begin to operate, a 
rdgime which concentrates on guns is economically quite as 
strong as an economy which concentrates on cars and wire- 
less sets. Neither kind of goods is productive — and the Nazi 
economy is actually superior to an economic system which 
^ Daily Telegraphy March 6, 1939. 
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allows resources of man power, money and material to 
lie waste and idle.^ Furthermore, Hitler has not yet 
exhausted the possibilities of reducing Germany’s standard 
of living. The shortage of labour for instance can be 
overcome by increasing the amount of female labour — 
a process which has in fact begun already. And if the 
women will not suffice. Hitler Youth Organizations are 
available to bring children into industry once more. 

Hitler, however, is faced with two dangers, the one 
economic, the other pohtical. The political danger is the 
refusal of the German people to make any further sacrifices. 
The economic danger is that Germany’s dependence on 
raw matenal imports may become such a burden on 
domestic purchasing power and consumption as to be 
intolerable. Increased exports will not solve the problem, 
for their effect will be to enforce still further reduction 
of domestic consumption. Actually Germany’s export 
trade is on the decline. The latest returns, for April, 1939, 
showed a decrease in exports by 45,000,000 marks, in 
spite of the special measures intended to promote exports 
which have been instituted by the Nazi Government. 

What will Hitler do? Reduce still further the consumption 
of the German peoplei or reduce his armaments expendi- 
ture? He shows no sign of choosing the latter course. 
The former course is highly dangerous. Hitler has found 
a way out of the impasse — ^plunder, plunder of his own 
people, the Jews, and by stages, the “white Jews” (the 
aristocrats and the Churches), and plunder abroad. The 
Nazis intend by plunder to pay the cost of their war machine. 
The Deutsche Allgemeine Zettung has written: 

“A strong army, whose technical equipment is by no means 
cheap, more than pays its way not only because it protects, but 
because it increases the space and wealth of the German 
nation.” 

^ P. F. Drucker m New Eepublic, March 29, 1939. 
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So long as Hitler can continue to solve his economic 
problems by plunder he will choose plunder. Up till now 
Hitler’s view that nothing pays like armaments has been 
triumphantly vindicated. The only hope of restoring sanity 
to Germany is to reduce Hitler’s chances of plunder, to 
bar the doors to further acts of violence Hitler is like a 
spendthrift robber who, so long as he is permitted to rob, 
will go on spending Only when doors are bolted against 
him and robbery becomes impossible will he be compelled 
to cut down his wild expense 

Signs of strain are evident m Germany to-day in all 
classes of society. It is true that unemplo 3 anent has 
disappeared, though it should be noted that since 1933 
no less than one and a half milhon men have been enrolled 
in the army, the air force, the Labour Corps, the S S. 
Guards, and other Nazi organizations, while there are 
thousands of prisoners in the German concentration camps. 

Who has paid for the absorption of the four and a half 
milhon unemployed into industry The German workers 
themselves. An analysis pubhshed by the ofl&cial German 
Wirtschaft imd Statistik^ reveals that though the number 
of German workers rose to 16,393,700 in 1938, they earned 
23,754,000 Rm , whereas in 1929, under the Repubhcan 
regime 14,759,000 workers earned 23,339,000 Rm., a much 
higher sum per individual. Moreover, taxes were then 
lower and food conditions infinitely better. The average 
wage of the German worker to-day is little over one half 
of the British worker. 

Coupled with loss of wages goes the ternfic speeding- 
up in the factories and extension of working hours to 
10, 12 and 14 hours a day, with its resultant 10 per cent 
increase between 1936 and 1937 in the frequency o-f 
industrial accidents. Finally, the regimentation of the 
workers, the espionage that prevails in the factories and 

iMay 1, 1939. 
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the heavy-handedJNaa system in which everything which 
is not forbidden is obhgatory; all these factors arouse 
discontent among German workers. 

What of the lower middle class ? This was the mam- 
stay of the Nazi Party. Fearful of being reduced into the 
ranks of the proletariat, they raUied to Hitler and, under 
the Nazi “flag, attacked the workers’ movement. Their 
reward is the very fate they sought to avoid — ^bemg forced 
into the proletariat. On October 31, 1938, Dr. Ley, leader 
of the German Labour Front, said that thousands of 
petty officials, clerks and sirmlar persons, would be dis- 
charged from their present employment and made to learn 
some new trade regarded as nationally important — ^par- 
ticularly coal rmmng. Three days later Dr. Ley said that 
over a million and a half workers would be combed out 
of the trades and professions to supply the German labour 
shortage. Resentment against Hitler’s breach of his own 
promises is widespread among those members of the 
German lower middle class who have not been lucky 
enough to become Nazi jacks-in-office. 

The German farmer is also cntical of the Nazi regime. 
He has lost his former freedom and gained neither economic 
security nor increased income. He is told what he must 
cultivate. He may no longer sell his produce in the free 
market. He is subject to the orders and supervision of 
arbitrary farmers’ “leaders”, appointed by the Nazis. He 
is not allowed to produce and consume one single pound 
of butter without the permission of the state. The very 
egg he eats for breakfast has been “stolen” from the state 
unless he has first obtained permission from the state to eat 
It. Demonstrations of the farmers against these agrarian 
laws are not infrequent in Germany to-day, and. clashes 
between the peasants and the Nazi Guards were reported 
in March 1939.^ 

^ Daily Telegraph, March 4, 1939. 
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The Food Scarcity. 

The food problem in Germany has now become serious. 
Rocketing prices and acute shortage of foodstuffs give 
rise daily to angry scenes m the pubhc markets of the 
Reich. Food costs have risen by approximately 35 per 
cent since 1932. In Berhn violent disputes constantly take 
place between wholesalers and small retailers, between the 
retailers and housewives, who come to the stalls to do their 
marketing. In most cases, the disputes are due to .shortage 
of fats, meat, eggs and coffee. In others they are caused 
by “couple selhng”, a practice which consists of refusing 
to seU commodities of which there is a shortage unless 
the purchaser also buys goods which he does not want 
and for which there is no demand.^ Housewives who are 
constantly told that the goods which they need are not 
available, or are asked to pay the current high prices, 
frequently make scenes. The Berhn correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph reported on Apnl 15, 1939, that shortly 
before Easter seven women were taken into custody by 
the police in a Berhn market for complaimng loudly about 
the German food conditions and about the despatch by 
the Reich of shiploads of flour to Spain. 

The Nazi civilization is one of guns and butter cards. 
In Berlin, Germans are permitted to buy only six and a 
half ounces of butter per week on their butter cards, and 
they are lucky to get as much as two ounces of coffee 
a week per head. Mutton, pork and veal are very hard 
to get, and it is hkely that the present system of butter and 
fat ration cards will be extended to meat. Chickens are 
at a premium, and as it is forbidden to feed grain to 
chickens or cattle, the poultry is of poor quality. Flour 
is adulterated — ^potato meal is added to the bread to eke 


^ Daily Telegraph, April 15, 1939. 
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out supplies, and Germany is still waiting for the “cnsp 
white rolls” Goenng promised at Nuremberg in 1938. 

Discontent at this scarcity rankles all the more because 
of the extravagance displayed by leadmg Nazis. One 
mormng in March, 1939, the following couplet was found 
chalked on the front of lEtler’s new three hundred milhon 
marks Chancellery: 

“ Kem Kaffee, kein Butter, und kem Ei, 

Aber erne neue Reichskanzlerei ” 

(No e gg, no butter, no coffee. 

But a new imperial Chancellery.) 

Even the Nazi leaders are now admitting the existence 
of opponents to the regime. Dr. Goebbels dismisses them 
as “men of possessions and education who trust more 
in the power of pure and cold understanding than in 
that of the glowing idealistic heart.” 

These “men of possessions and education” include 
members of the German General Staff — the “Pacifists’ 
Club” as the Nazis describe it; semor officers of the army 
— of whom a considerable number have been arrested; 
German anstocrats — next on the hst of Nazi victims; 
scientists who seek free development for research, priests 
and preachers who are clapped into jail for praying for 
peace, school-teachers, artists, working men like those 
arrested in the Moabit district of Berhn for secretly dis- 
tnbuting copies of the open letter the exiled German wnter 
Thomas Mann addressed to the Umversity of Bonn 
following his expulsion from the Umversity. The stormy 
applause which greeted the words “Give us freedom of 
thought, Sire,” during the performance of Schiller’s “ Don 
Carlos” at IFrankfurt-on-Main, on October 17th, 1938, 
is eloquent of the survival of liberal feehng in Germany. 

The social tensions in Germany have not diminished 
as a result of Hitler’s foreign conquests. The Gestapo 
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is well aware of the existence of real and widespread 
discontent. The need for distraction by perpetuating a 
belief in a national and international danger partly explains 
the anti-Jewish pogroms. The Jew is a convenient and 
defenceless scapegoat — particularly since Munich. In 
November 1938, the anti-Jewish terror cuhmnated in the 
pogroms. Mr. Hoover said there had been nothing hke 
them since the tortures of Torquemada. The Spectator 
expressed Britain‘s reaction by the comment : 

“Never before in hving memory, or for generations before 
that, has brute force divorced from every canon of morality 
been erected into a national pobcy on a scale comparable with 
this.” 

Distraction was not the only purpose of the pogroms. 
The confiscations which accompanied them, and the 
subsequent “fine” brought millions into the Nazi coffers. 
Even more important, they were intended as a warning to 
the Roman Cathohcs, to the Confessional Church, and to 
the aristocracy — ^who are now being ominously classified 
as “White Jews.” Nazi leaders hke Gauleiter Jury 
have already announced: “We shall solve the Catholic 
problem with the same consequences as the Jewish question.” 
The preparations for a national offensive against the 
Catholics are already complete. “Hang the Jews. Shoot 
the priests !” is the slogan. The Anti-Semitic pogroms 
were meant to warn the Catholics of the fate of those 
whom the Nazis wish to persecute. 

The tactics of the Nazi war on the churches were des- 
cribed with remarkable frankness by Alfred Rosenberg, 
who is responsible for political education in Germany, at 
the Nazi party rally at Nuremberg in 1938. Rosenberg said : 

“In the answer to questions which I am going to give I am 
in full agreement with the Fuhrer’s ideas. Some Hotspurs 
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among us are rather inclmed to urge the Fuhrer to exterminate 
the Catholic and Protestant Confessional churches, just as we 
did with the Bolshevist parties. Apart from the fact that the 
prohibition of these parties has not by any means been eqmva- 
lent to the extermination of Marxism from the thou^ts and 
feehngs of our population — we notice it daily — ^you must keep 
in mind that the mternational position of the Catholic Church 
compels us to be very cautious in our tactics towards the Church. 

“I do not hesitate to say, and I believe that I can speak in the 
Fuhrer’s name as well, that the Catholic Church and the Protes- 
tant Confessional Church as it is to-day will have to disappear 
from the life of our nation 

“We have already been able to penetrate German youth con- 
siderably with Nazi philosophy. . The curriculum of all 
categones in our schools has already been so far re-formed 
in an anti-Chnstian and anti-Jewish spuit that the generation 
which is growing up will be protected from the black swindle. 

“We have another means of pressure, and that is finance. 
We shall proceed cautiously but very systematically, and cut 
the veins of finance to the clergy whom we can wm by no other 
means. 

“As far as the charges of immorahty are concerned, my 
opinion IS that they have not had much effect in the old Reich 
and that in future denimciations should be carefully checked. 
You know that the Jewish world press watches very carefully 
and starts a wild campaign against Nazi Germany if a charge 
against the clergy cannot be proved. 

“Circumstances are very different in Austria. If we start 
action there a terrible swamp will appear on the surface, but 
it must be left to our command to decide when this is to happen. 

. . . We must not make the same mistake as Bismarck, for we 
have to face a cunning adversary whose means of fighting we 
must meet by better arms.”^ 

Rosenberg makes it clear that the Nazis have not broken 
the resistance of the Catholic Church. He also makes it 
clear that the struggle for rehgious freedom against Nazism 

^ Manchester Guardian (Nov. 11, 1938 ). 
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is no mere chance collision, but a fundamental conflict. 
For Nazism is anti-Christ, it is a dehberate challenge 
and attack on Christian behef and doctnne. 

The rehgious struggle is not simply over an issue of 
theology. It is also hnked up with the battle for peace 
inside Germany. This was shown in the report of the 
trial of Father Rossaint and several of his colleagues at 
Leipzig for alleged pohtical collaboration with the 
Communists. 

“Presiding Judge: What were the aims of the ‘Peace League’ ? 
“Chaplain Kremer We had set ourselves the task of making 
peace propaganda among the Catholics 
“Presiding Judge: Did you not reahse that continual emphasis 
on the idea of peace in the manner chosen by you must 
lead to consequences? Anyone traveUmg through the 
country in the guise of an ‘ Apostle of Peace ’ beheves in war. 
“Judge to Father Rossaint- You thave seen in the rise of 
National-Socialism a threatemng war danger, but you did 
not see the dangers which you conjured up for yourself? 
“Father Rossaint- In my discussions with young Catholics, I 
took the view that National-Socialism means chaos because 
it leads to war” 

The Cathohc resistance is not confined to courageous 
cardinals hke Cardinal Faulhaber, Archbishop of Mumch, 
or to martyred priests like Father Rossaint. The Catholic 
masses have taken up the struggle. Thus a vigorous 
resistance was roused in the Catholic distncts, where repeated 
attempts were made to replace the crucifix with the image 
of Hitler. From Konnersreuth in South Germany, where 
Catholic demonstrators demanding the return of the cross 
to the schools faced even the pohce threat to fire, to 
Essen in the north, where an angry crowd secured the 
release of six girls imprisoned for distributing copies of the 
historic Papal Encychcal Mit brennender Sorge, Catholics 
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have, very occasionally, been successful, especially in the 
Saar territory. 

Resistance to the Nazi war drive is the chief explana- 
tion of the refusal of many of the German workers to 
work overtime. Throughout the Ruhr, Saar and Upper 
Silesia, the reply of the German miners to Goering’s order 
of April 1, 1939, increasing the miners’ hours of work to 
fifty-three a week, was to indulge in “a sullen ca’ canny 
policy and absenteeism on an unprecedented scale”. The 
following details were reported to the British Mine Workers’ 
Federation:^ 

District- The Labour Front called meetings at all the 
mmes to explam the Goermg order. Of 3,700 workers at mmes 
1 and 2, o^y 500 appeared. Of 4,900 workers at mmes 3, 4 
and 5 fewer than 500 appeared. The proportion of those 
present at other mines was even smaller 

“ Upper Silesia- Posters bearing the Goering order have been 
repeatedly tom down. On the first day of the extended work- 
ing time, many miners went to the pits late. They said they 
had over-slept. The authorities fear to take the usual drastic 
action. Meal-times are prolonged, and the men explam that 
owing to the longer hours at the coal face and the lack of 
nounshing food they must have more rest. 

“Saar Territory Owing to the opposition of the mmers the 
increase of hours had to be postponed for a fortmght.” 

Outwitting the Gestapo 

How the anti-Nazis carry out their propaganda against 
the Nazi regime inside Germany is one of the epic stories 
in modern history. 

Thousands of workmen streaming to work along the 
Sachsendamm in Berlin last summer saw a motor-cychst 
riding at top speed along the street. The side-car passenger 
proceeded to throw out bundles of leaflets. People picked 
^ Daily Telegraph, May 17, 1939. 
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them up, read them, and findmg that they were anti-Nazi in 
content, threw them away in alarm. Within ten minutes 
the Gestapo and carloads of S.S. Black Guards were rushing 
down the street confiscating the leaflets and searching for 
the two men who had distributed them. 

Dramatic scenes such as this have been repeated all 
over Germany since Hitler’s dictatorship denied to Germans 
freedom of speech and freedom of thought In this struggle 
between individuals asserting their rights and the machinery 
of terror of the Nazi state, the scales are weighted heavily 
against Hitler’s opponents. The certain penalty for being 
caught distributing anti-Nazi literature is death. 

To outwit the Gestapo the anti-Nazis are obliged to 
change constantly the nature and method of their propa- 
ganda. Camouflage of their propaganda material is their 
usual device. Thus during the Olympic Games m Berhn 
guide-books were circulated identical in outward appear- 
ance with the official Nazi guide-book, but in fact, con- 
taining detailed information about concentration camps, 
prisons, arrests and executions 

When Nazi gatherings take place, the covers of the 
official programmes are copied, and inside, anti-Nazi 
material is printed. Advertisement covers mask forbidden 
news bulletins. A packet with a photograph of a Marcelle 
mannequin on the cover, the trade mark of the popular 
Eccentric Shampoo, in fact contains a closely-printed 
fifty-page analysis of the international situation exploding 
Hitler’s encirclement theory. A Schwarzkopf Shampoo 
advertisement contains an account of the struggle of Pastor 
Niembller for freedom of belief. A Persil advertisement 
is, in fact, the report of the League of Nations High Com- 
missioner on the problem of German Refugees, “First 
Aid in Accidents” — an exact copy of the cover of the official 
brochure on this subject — ^is an accoimt of the persecution 
of the churches in Germany. “How to Play Bridge” is 
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a lecture on “How to carry on Anti-Fascist work in Nazi 
Mass Organizations.” A packet of tomato seeds secrets 
an anti-Nazi appeal. 

The most spectacular success in the distribution of dis- 
gmsed anti-Nazi literature was made in September 1937. 
An ingenious pamphlet was printed with a harmless adver- 
tisement of a German Natural History magazine on the 
cover. Inside was an exposure of Nazi intervention in 
Spam, demanding: “What are German Airmen doing in 
Spain?” 

These pamphlets were prepared in time for the “black- 
out” experiments Goering planned to carry out for the 
whole week. The anti-Nazis took advantage of the dark- 
ness and on the first night of the black-out distributed so 
many of these pamphlets that the Nazi authorities called 
off the black-out and arrested hundreds of workers in the 
Neukolln and Wedding districts of Berlin. 

The copying of the first page of Nazi newspapers like 
the Vdlkischer Beobachter is another device used by the 
anti-Nazis. On the inside pages they publish their own 
democratic views. 

The Nazi Government has been gravely embarrassed 
by the trick of copymg the form of official documents for 
anti-Nazi purposes. An apparently official report on the 
factories pubhshed by the Labour Front gave details of 
speeding up, of the high incidence of accidents, on the longer 
hours of work in the workshops. 

Leaflets are not the sole device. On February 20 of 
this year, press correspondents in Vienna reported that the 
slogan : 

“ We got nd of the Turks ; 

Now we’ll get rid of the Germans,” 

appeared in red chalk on buildings in Vienna street comers. 
This daring activity is only possible m centres like Vienna 
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where there is a substantial anti-Nazi following. Elsewhere 
more subtle methods have to be employed. 

Gramophone records which begin with a Viennese 
waltz and end with denunciation of the Nazi regime are 
distributed. Along the pavements are scattered small 
coins looking like a mark piece but, in fact, stamped on 
one side with the Swastika made out of the words “ Hunger, 
War, Oppression”, and on the reverse side “For Peace, 
Bread and Liberty”. 

How IS this illegal material made ? Literature is smuggled 
in from abroad. Sympathetic railway workers conceal 
packages of it in coal bunkers. Sailors conceal it aboard 
ships until it is safe to smuggle it ashore. Bargees who 
sail down the Rhine and Danube arrange to distnbute 
parcels of the material at selected places in their journey. 

Stage and Radio. 

In its own burlesque way the German comedy stage 
has tried to maintain a spirited independence as long as 
possible. In February 1939, Goebbels expelled five of 
the SIX best comedians in Germany from the stage. Werner 
Finck, king of German humorists had several times 
been in concentration camps because of his double-edged 
jokes. One of his stones describes his release from one 
of these concentration camps ; 

“I looked at the high walls, the armed guards and the heavy 
gates, and they told me how difficult it was to get m,” he said. 
“But hang it aU, I got in quite easily by saying one sentence.” 

The spirit of fun is anathema to the Nazis 

The anti-Nazis have also called wireless to their aid. 
Ever since January 1937, a secret transmitter has broadcast 
to Germany on the wave-length of 29.8 metres. The Nazis 
made desperate attempts to howl it down. They began 
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jamming it on May 22, 1937. The very next night this 
message came through the air: 

“Achtung ! Achtung ! If we are forced by the jammer to 
move forward please follow us on the dial.” 

Thus began the duel on the ether. The secret voice trans- 
mitted at 30 6. Germans heard the exposure of the trans- 
port of Hitler’s troops and ammxmition into Spain, the 
names of the young Germans who had died in Spain. . . . 
the very information that Nazi dictatorship tried to con- 
ceal. Then the Nazi jammer discovered the new wave- 
length. The duel continued. On to 30.8, back to 30.6 
again and then down to 30 1. Throughout the summer of 
1937 the secret broadcasts continued Distinguished Ger- 
mans in exile helped in the work, including a prince of the 
Royal House of Wittelsbach, Hubertus zru Lowenstein. 

The secret station still broadcasts. It is high treason 
to listen in to it; and some who do are caught, betrayed 
by Nazi spies. In December 1937, eight Germans were 
sentenced in Hamburg to penal servitude for listening to 
the illegal broadcasts. In May 1939, the Nazis announced 
that they had captured the secret broadcasters and silenced 
their station. The very next day after this announcement 
was made, the secret broadcasting contmued. 

New Centres of Resistance 

Hitler’s conquest of Austria and Czechoslovakia has 
created new centres of resistance within the Reich. In 
replacing the name “Austria” by Ostmark” , the Nazis 
have not killed the Austrians’ love of their Fatherland The 
popular movement for the defence of Austria’s independence 
developed with astonishing force in Austria during the last 
few days of her existence as a free country. Hitler recog- 
nized the danger that threatened him. That is why he 
invaded Austria before the movement could grow to its 
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full Strength. But Austria, with a thousand years of his- 
tory (she existed before the Holy Roman Empire of the 
German nation was founded ; she continued to exist when 
that Empire came to an end in 1806) will not be sub- 
merged without a struggle. Arrests of patriotic Austrians 
— officers, Cathohcs, peasants, workers — arrests even of 
Austrian Nazis who have undergone a fatally late repent- 
ance — these are evidence of the continuance of Austria’s 
straggle. Nor has the courageous Viennese working class 
changed its character overnight. The Viennese workers 
now have more cause for revolt than at any time since the 
War. Even Nazi leaders have to admit the bankruptcy of 
the Nazi occupation of Austria. In a speech on February 
4, 1939, Gauleiter Buerckel, whom the Austrians called 
the “Gessler” of Austria, said- 

“ The question is still being put has the standard of hving 
risen, or fallen, or stayed the same ? I am a long way from say- 
ing that living conditions have in every way improved. I do 
not do this for two reasons (1) because it is not true, and (2) 
because to keep silent on this fact would be stupid.” 

Even if Buerckel a hundred times excuses the plight to 
which Austria has been reduced by saying that “guns must 
be produced instead of food”, his explanation will carry 
little weight with the peace-loving Austrian people, who 
have not the slightest enthusiasm for Hitler’s plans for 
imperialist domination. On the contrary resistance goes 
on and is expressed in various forms. Active sabotage 
is organized in the armament factories and aerodromes, a 
favourite device being to put sugar in the petrol of the 
Nazi ’planes. Austria is being held down by force and will 
be a serious liability for Nazi Germany in the event of war. 

What of the Czechs'^ Their national spirit, though 
humiliated, is unbroken. The Czech memorial to the 
unknown soldier has become a place of pilgrimage. Each 
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day large numbers of Czechs file silently past their national 
war memorial and lay httle bunches of flowers between the 
two flames. Other silent groups gather round the memorial 
to Jan Huss, the Czech national hero, or chmb to the 
National Hall of Honour which stands still uncompleted 
on the hill overlooking the city The monument to King 
Wenceslas, the Patron Saint of Boherma, the only monu- 
ment in Prague hitherto never decorated, is to-day a blaze 
of flowers. These silent demonstrations are significant m 
themselves. The active assistance given by the Czechs to 
the German refugees and to the Czech anti-Nazis whom the 
Gestapo are hunting, the demands of towns hke Brno that 
they should have a Czech Mayor, the stubborn Czech 
refusal to embark on Jew-baitmg — these are danger signals 
that the Nazis would do well to mark. For the Czechs, 
struggle IS a tradition, a part of their inheritance. Already 
they are causing the Gestapo serious trouble. In May 
1939, came the report that forty-two Czech workmen 
had been imprisoned for refusing to reveal to the Nazis 
the figure combinations which will open the locks of the 
Czech petrol reserves, stored in vast underground tanks. 
Despite the fact that the Gestapo have already arrested 
over 10,000 political prisoners in the Protectorate,^ illegal 
anti-German pamphlets are stiU bemg \videly distributed 
by loyal Czechs. The old “chain-letter” system is being 
employed to circulate patriotic views. 

A revolutionary nationalism is now gaimng ground in 
Bohemia and Moravia, bent on re-establishment of the 
old democratic republic. The Czech national colours are 
worn everywhere and young Czechs all dream of taking up 
arms some day. Nor are these dreams unsubstantial. The 
Germans checking up on Czech arms supphes found all 
the heavier weapons and war matenal of the Czech army 
intact — ^but small arms and ammumtion had disappeared, 
^ The Times, May 25, 1939. 
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having been distributed in vast quantities among the Czech 
population They have been carefully hidden by the Czechs 
and Gestapo searches have failed to find them. Highly 
qualified Czech soldiers and mihtary experts hke General 
Prchala have escaped from the Gestapo and are now 
orgamsing Czech legions abroad. 

The spint of the Czechs will not easily be crushed, 
particularly if they see a revival of strength in those coun- 
tries of the West to which they looked for inspiration 
in the post-war period. Their spirit fives and was expressed 
in the Czech paper Lidove Noviny on October 4, 1938 . 

“In his exile 300 years ago Jan Amos Comemus saw ‘how 
other nations and empires, making peace for themselves, have 
forsaken us, have excluded us with all our lands from this peace 
and have abandoned us to the Anti-Christ’ The nation may 
for a time accept such a situation, but it wiU seek for iron, not 
only in her soil but also in her blood The smile of a child, 

the eyes of the yet unborn, compel us to hold fast to the true 
Christian faith of Good Friday • on the third day we shall rise 
agam.” 

The Nazis are already prepanng to deal with serious 
opposition mside Germany once war begins. In his 
famous lecture to the German Army Officers in 1937^ on 
the “Nature and Task of the S.S. and of the Pohce”, 
Gestapo Chief Himmler said : 

“In a future war we shall have not only the army front on 
land, the naval front on water, the front of the air force in the 
air, but we shall have a fourth theatre of war — Germany within t 
. . The internal theatre of war wiU be the ‘to be or not to be’’ 
of our German nation.” 

If war does come, in what condition is Nazi Germany t& 
prosecute it ? In far worse condition than was the Ger- 
^ Reported m the Neuer Vorwarts, September 26, 1937. 
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many of Wilhelm 11 in 1914. Her financial situation has 
deteriorated. She has eaten up both her foreign assets 
and her gold reserve. Her foreign credit is lower than it 
has ever been in the post-War period. The Germany of 
Wilhelm II on the other hand was a creditor country. It 
held 25,000,000,000 Rm. invested abroad. The Third 
Reich on the contrary is a debtor country. Its short and 
long-term debts still amount to 10,000,000,000 Rm.^ The 
Third Reich’s foreign exchange holdings are but a tiny 
proportion of those of the Second Reich. Germany is still 
dependent on imports for 20 per cent of her food and 
for far more of her iron ore than she had to import in 1914, 
before the loss of Alsace-Lorraine. Germany now has to 
import more than 20,000 tons of iron ore every year 
for her war machine. Most of it comes from Sweden 
and France. Experts estimate that Germany herself pro- 
duces only 10 to 15 per cent of the oil she wiU require in the 
next war. 

What of Germany’s industrial machine 7 Dr. Brink- 
mann, Vice-President of the Reichsbank, in his reported 
speech in March 1939, said: 

“ 1. The German steel output could not be mamtained. Last 
year it had totalled 1,900,000 tons. Consumption totalled 
3,400,000 tons. The difference had been imported, and it had 
b^n paid for by the ‘ dowry ’ of 700,000,000 Rm. which had come 
to them from Austria. The whole of that nest-egg had now been 
squandered. They could not produce all the steel they required 
Their raw materials were too poor. Moreover, so much labour 
would be required as to endanger the rest of the national economy. 
The channel of imports was also blocked ; their stocks of foreign 
exchange were exhausted. Last year the volume of their imports 
had been twice as great as their exports. 

“2. As a result of the excessive and too rapid consumption 
of raw matenals, manufacturing costs have mcreased and the 

^ Dr. Fritz Sternberg m Manchester Guardian Weekly. 
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quality of their output had deteriorated. Prices were now four 
times higher than normal. They were paying as much for one 
gun as they used to pay for ten, and the quahty was worse. 

“3. Last year the State had taken about 55,000,000,000 Rm. 
out of a national income of 108,000,000,000 Rm Such a per* 
centage — ^it was now at its maximum — could not be maintained. 
Capital was disappearing The mark to-day was worth less than 
yesterday The national budget was still some 6,000,000,000 
Rm. short. Where was the money to come from 

“4. The speed at which armament was being carried out was 
destroying efficiency. What was the use of guns if they had no 
shells, or aeroplanes if they had no petrol ’’ 

Dr. Bnnkmann concluded with a remark that Germany 
had to cut her coat according to her cloth and that “to-day 
everyone is fleeing from responsibihty.”^ 

Germany has now reached the limit of her expansion 
of armaments expenditure, as far as her internal resources 
within her own frontier are concerned. This is a fact of 
momentous significance. How will the Nazi Government 
escape from its difficulty For a time, Czechoslovakia 
can be still further exploited. But when the Czechs have 
been sucked dry, what will the Nazis do ? They will seek 
a way out of their economic impasse by conquest and 
plunder of other neighbouring countries. Unless we stop 
them. 

1 The Times, March 20, 1939. 
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Inside Italy 

The King of Italy, addressing Parliament in March, 1939, 
said that no country’s finances were in greater need of 
normal conditions than those of Italy. The strain im- 
posed by Mussohni’s enormous arms programme (this 
year Italy is spending at least £100,000,000 on armaments) 
and by Mussolini’s eflEbrts (for mihtary reasons) towards 
economic self-sufiBciency, has been aggravated by the 
consequences of the war on Abyssima, the intervention in 
Spain, and the conquest of Albania. The Banker has 
pointed out: 

“At no time since the war has there been such a discrepancy 
between Italy’s resources (particularly m regard to the foreign 
exchange position) and the demands they have been called upon 
to meet.” 

The Itahan people are suffenng greatly in consequence. 
The fall in the standard of hving has been even more senous 
in Italy than in Nazi Germany. Though weekly wages 
have risen by 20 per cent, the cost of hvmg has gone up by 
50 per cent. As a result, poverty is widespread. The 
Fascist economist L. Messedaglia, has written: 

“ Malnulxition, by many beheved to have gone for ever, is 
returmng in wide areas, to the disadvantage of the peasant.” 

The economist. Dr. Carl Schmidt, calculates^ that : 

^ In The Corporate State m Action (Gollancz). 
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“During 1926-35, the amount of wheat available per head 
fell about 10 per cent — ^that is to a point lower than in pre- 
war years Dechnes m the consumption per head of other 
foods durmg the same period were: meats, 14 per cent, ohve 
oil, 15 per cent, butter and lard, 6 per cent, sugar, 21 per cent; 
fruit and vegetables, 1 1 per cent.” 

As far back as 1934 Mussolini^ warned the Italian 
people of the fate that was in store for them: 

“We must completely get rid of the idea that the time of what 
used to be called economic prosperity will ever return. We are 
approaching a period of humanity reduced to a much lower 
standard of living This need cause us no distress, as the 
coming generations will be hardy, and plain living will smt 
them ” 

Four years before that Mussohni said: 

“Fortunately the Italian people is not yet accustomed to 
eating several times a day, and, havmg a modest level of hving, 
feels scarcity and suffering less.” 

How does the Itahan people react ? Fifteen years 
of Fascism have dulled the^edge of Itahan thinking and 
chastened the Itahans’ taste for politics. Extreme apathy 
and disillusionment is the prevaihng Itahan mood. Musso- 
lim’s claque — the army of Blackshirts whose duty it is to 
organize the cheering whenever the Duce speaks — is not 
representative of the Itahan people. 

Ruthless oppression has stifled most of the active opposi- 
tion to the Fascist regime. But as in Nazi Germany, 
discontent flares up into revolt now and then. In the 
early part of 1939, organized notmg broke out in the streets 
of Naples in protest against the gnnding poverty of the 
people. There are reports of revolts of soldiers. At 

^ Speaking to the Fascist Chamber of Deputies, May 26, 1934 
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Bergamo on April 8, 1939, conscripts of the 1905-06 class 
demonstrated against the regime with cries of “Death 
to Fascism I Down with war !” In January, 1939, the 
Ancona police arrested hundreds of Italians for distributmg 
illegal leaflets denouncing Mussolini’s war pohcy and 
demanding the evacuation of Itahan troops from Spain. In 
the same month several workers in the industrial town of 
Schio were arrested for having contributed to a collection 
in aid of the Spanish Repubhcan Government, 

As in Germany, the Italian people sometimes turn 
rehgious processions into political demonstrations. In 
San Mazzara del Vallo a procession of 3,000 people carried 
banners bearing the inscriptions “Long Live the Pope” 
and “Long Live the Church”. The night before, slogans 
had been chalked on the walls of the town: “Down with 
Hitler, who wants to lead us to rum”. The pohce attacked 
the procession, arrested Father Caravandosi as its organiser, 
closed the local Cathohc Club and arrested its members. 

Mussohni’s alliance with Httler is unpopular among 
Italians, and the bitter jest is going round Italy that Musso- 
lim has given away the Passo Brennero (Brenner Pass) 
and has received in exchange the Passo Romano (the 
goose step). Most Italians hate the Nazis both on patri- 
otic and religious grounds. The organization of Fascist 
students, for instance, flatly refused to take part in the 
festivities in Hitler’s honour. 

Opposition to Mussohni’s regime is strongest in the 
distressed areas of Italy — ^particularly Florence and Milan 
— ^and it has not been stifled in spite of the machin ery of terror 
of the Fascist regime. But so long as Mussolim can con- 
tinue to satisfy the drugged Itahan crowds with the opiate 
of successes in diplomacy and on the field of battle, the 
Italian opposition will fight an uneven contest. As in 
Germany, the struggle carried on inside Italy by Italian 
humamsts, Commumsts, Liberals, Socialists and Pacifists* 
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is dependent for its success on the strength of resistance 
abroad to Fascist aggression. So long as the great 
democracies of France and Britain refuse to cry halt to 
Mussohm, the resistance to Mussohni inside his own 
country can consist of httle more than acts of individual 
heroism like that of the young Giovanni Barsanesi, who, 
in May, 1930, flew an aeroplane over Milan and showered 
thousands of leaflets denouncing the Fascist regime and 
urging the Itahans to fight against it. 


Japan 

There was a popular sa 5 ang during the inflation period 
after the Great War : “The situation in Germany is serious 
but not desperate; the situation in Austria is desperate 
but not serious”. For “Austria” one can to-day read 
“Japan”. Economically, Japan’s position is cntical and 
she can only maintain her aggressive pohcy by bearing 
down heavily upon the Japanese people Since 1931, 
when Japan invaded Manchuria, wages in Japan have 
dropped by more than 12 per cent, while the cost of hving 
has risen by over 20 per cent. 

Although the machinery of terror and increasing Fascist 
measures make any expression of opposition almost 
impossible, there are currents of discontent in Japan as 
m Germany. In 1936 Kanjo Kato, leader of the Japanese 
Proletarian Party, was elected to Parhament with the 
greatest number of votes ever cast for a single candidate. 
His Party has smce been banned, despite the fact that it 
did not actually oppose the war on China. Kanjo Kato 
himself was arrested in December, 1937, along with 372 
other Labour leaders and Liberal intellectuals, in a big 
round-up of Opposition elements. In February, 1938, 
thirty-two more prominent intellectuals were arrested, 
including Hyoye Ouchi, professor of Economics, at the 
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interested powers have now reached a critical stage, the 
northern and eastern districts of the international Settle- 
ment are still in Japanese control ; public utility enterprises 
are being operated by the Japanese to the exclusion of 
British organizations which have a contractual right to 
serve those areas. 

Other nationals are banned on the Yangtse River and 
non- Japanese ships are being kept out of Tsingtao. By 
a system of monopoly trading, Japanese organisations are 
squeezing out third party business everywhere — over 90 
per cent of the goods on sale in Hangchow now are 
of Japanese manufacture. A “special tax” is enforced 
by the Japanese military authorities on non-Japanese 
goods. 

Meanwhile two development companies have been 
formed for the north and central areas of China These 
Japanese companies are to take over all commercial enter- 
prises — ^railways, waterworks, shipping, mining, telephones 
and telegraphs. They, with the Japanese soldiers to protect 
them, are the architects of the “new order” Japan is out 
to establish in the far East. The “Open Door” is already 
bemg slammed in the face of Britain. Shiratori, Japanese 
Ambassador to Rome, said, in December 1938: “the 
preponderance of Great Britain in the Far East has finished 
for ever” 

British interests, strategic and economic, are already suiBfer- 
ing gravely. Wei-hai-wei has been abandoned as 
summer station of the Bntish Fleet. Shanghai itself is 
now in extreme danger. If the Japanese succeed in forcing 
Bntam, France and the U.S.A. to give up their rights in 
Amoy (Kulangsu) south of Shanghai, they will soon have 
to give up Shanghai as well, and the outpost of British 
interest will then be forced down to Hong Kong. Already 
Japan’s occupation of Hainan and the Spratley Islands 
makes Hong Kong extremely vulnerable. The stage is set 
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for a big push by Japan to force Britain back on to Singa^* 
pore — and the French and Americans with them. 

To a limited extent, therefore, Japan has furthered her aims 
to dominate the Far East. Japan’s main purpose, however, 
—to destroy the Chinese Central Government — has not 
been achieved. The Chinese leaders now beheve that the 
worst IS over and that from now on their position will 
improve. Chiang Kai-shek already has enough munitions 
to conduct the war for another year and replenishments 
continue to come to him from French Indo-China, from 
Burma over the new motor road, and down from the 
Soviet Union through Central Asia. ■’ Chiang Kai-shek 
has a minimum of several hundred ’planes and is pur- 
chasing more. He lacks trained airmen, but young pilots 
are being trained, and some foreign airmen are entering 
his service. 

China’s most populous province, Szechuan, into which 
the Japanese have not penetrated, is loyal to Chiang, as is 
the rest of China. Chiang’s army is actually larger than 
it was at the outbreak of war, and most of his crack units 
are still intact. He has no lack of men. 

Financially, Chiang is in a sound position. He still 
has a substantial silver reserve. Financial aid from Britain 
and the U S.A , is aheady forthcoimng. Each year Chinese 
abroad send as much as £30,000,000 home to help China’s 
fight. Finally, increased democratization of the country 
and a Umted Front Government brings in the wnole of 
the Chinese people into a strug^e it is determined to win. 

The question arises: “Can Japan in these circumstances 
run the risk of embroiling herself in war against the Western 
Powers by joining the mihtary alhance of Rome-Berhn?” 
The dominant Japanese view now is that she cannot, and, for 
reasons aheady stated, Japan is a very doubtful starter if 
Hitler makes war. 

A powerful Japanese group, however, demands that 
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Japan should at once commit herself to the Axis. If this 
step were taken, it is idle to deny that if Britain and France 
were confronted alone by Germany, Italy and Japan, the 
position of Britain and France in the East would be highly 
precarious. The issue would turn on the position of the 
Soviet Union and the U.S.A. The addition of Soviet 
Russia, with her 2,000 ’planes in the Far East, her power- 
ful submanne fleet, her Far Eastern Army, its morale 
heightened by its successful counterthnist against Japan at 
Changkufeng — this factor would tilt the balance against 
Japan. As m Europe, so in the Far East, alliance with 
Soviet Russia is the basic condition for the success of the 
Peace Front. 

Once Britain forms her alliance with Soviet Russia, she 
win be strong enough once more to take the imtiative in the 
Far East. And it is imperative that she should do so 
without delay. She has a duty and an interest to do so. 
Since Japan’s war on China started, over a milhon Chinese 
men, women and children have been slain — and the horror 
of it IS passed over in London and Pans. One of the grim- 
mest features of the present epoch is that it has sapped 
mankind’s capacity for indignation. 

Indignation, in any case, is not enough. There is a 
method by which the suffenngs of the Chinese people can 
be stopped here and now. For without American and 
British supplies, Japan could not carry on her war. When 
Japan rained death on Canton for sixteen days in June 1938 
and killed 10,000 civihans, with a savagery that brought 
protest from America, France and Britain, only the aviators 
were Japanese. The bombs, the ’planes, the high-test 
petrol, the lubricating oils, gun-cotton and chemicals, 
these were American and British, their contribution to 
the massacre. Need Washington have been surprised that 
Japan gave to the protests of the Amencan State Depart- 
ment the answer: 
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“Japan will intensify its air attacks — ^the results are satis- 
factory.” 

“It IS sheer hypocrisy,” said Senator Clark of Missoun, 
“ to deplore the use of bombs while we go on seUmg materials 
to make them and ’planes to carry them.” The Chinese 
Council of Econonuc Research has calculated the following 
details of Japan’s war imports: 55.4 per cent from U.S.A.; 
17.5 per cent from British Empire; 7.4 per cent from 
Netherlands Indies; 3.8 per cent from Germany; none 
from France or the Soviet Umon. In particular commodi- 
ties America supphes: 

91.2 per cent of automobiles and parts. 

60 5 per cent of petrol. 

100 per cent of high-test petrol for Japan’s Amencan 
’planes. 

59 7 per cent of scrap iron. 

41 6 per cent of iron. 

48.5 per cent of machinery and engines 

Britain and America have the power to stop Japan’s war. 
Will they use it ? 

It is high time to end Bntain’s ostrich-like attitude to 
the Far East. China is now pushed aside as though it were 
a problem apart, a side issue “the Peace Front” can afford 
to Ignore or deal with “in due course ” Those who believe 
this should take note that if Japan should succeed in her 
plans and create an economic bloc, including Japan, 
Manchukuo and Chma, which would be self-sufficient in 
food-stuffs, coal, iron, salt, timber, tin, tungsten and 
vegetable oils, she will be in a very strong position. 

That moment has not come, may never come, and 
certainly will not come if China is aided nov/ in her struggle. 
At the same time a decisive defeat of the Japanese invasion 
would be most unhkely to leave the present Japanese 
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regime intact. One of the three partners of the War Pact 
would then be in acute danger of coUapse and would have 
to abandon aggression as an instrument of policy. A 
people’s Japan, hving in friendship with the Chinese 
people, would then be a living possibility. 


Spain. 

What other allies can Hitler hope for — apart from his 
“Fifth Column”, whose activities m all countnes have 
already been examined ? 

First Spain. Spam is now a pawn of the Axis. In March, 
1939, Franco joined the Anti-Coimntern Pact. He actually 
signed the Pact at the end of February, but it was not made 
pubhc until its full weight could be thrown in support of 
Itahan operations in Albania and against the efforts of 
Britain to construct a umted front against German 
aggression. 

Since then. Franco’s Government has been reconstructed 
to increase the power of the Fascists Phalangists. Serrano 
Suner, Franco’s brother-in-law, will exercise his power as 
Prime Minister on Nazi hnes. He hates democracy and 
he hates Britain and France. He will promote the “co- 
ordination” of Spain to Nazi pohcy. He will be Spain’s 
Seyss-Inquart. 

WiU Franco dare to enter Hitler’s war on Hitler’s side 
should Hitler not be restrained from unleashing war? 
The answer depends firstly on the power the Peace Bloc 
can muster. In September 1938, Franco, faced with the 
threat of French invasion should he hne up with Hitler, 
hastily declared his neutrahty. It is possible that he may 
even now be able to free himself sufficiently from Axis 
tentacles to be able to assert his neutrality again. 

But the chief decision must be made by the Spanish 
people themselves. The Spanish people have had a taste 
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of liberty, the peasants have hved a new life. They fought 
for over two years to assert their nght to this new freedom. 
Although Hitler and Mussolini’s war machine was in the 
end able to defeat them, they have not given up the strug^e. 
And if Franco plunges Spam into war on Hitler’s side the 
Spamsh people will once more rise up against him. 


South-East Europe. 

Hungary has been drawn into the German orbit thanks 
to overwhelming pressure by Hitler and Mussohm and to 
active Nazi conspiracy inside Hungary. 

Fascism is by no means new to Hungary. The White 
Terror of 1920-21 was in fact the first example of Fascist 
rule in Europe. It was suppressed by Premier Stephen 
Bethlen, who, however, instead of setting up a democratic 
state, estabhshed a feudal regime and postponed one of 
the most vital reforms needed m Hungary, the land 
reform hoped for since the war by the “three milhon 
Hungarian beggars”, the landed peasantry of Hungary. 

This land hunger has been exploited by extremist groups 
on the Right, who proclaim a demagogic programme of 
land reform, and under the Nazi influence, promote 
anti-Semitism. 

Opposed to them are the big landowners, the Churches, 
the Constitutionahsts, the Social Democrats, the Jews, 
and that part of the peasantry which has proved impervious 
to Nazi demagogy. 

The Hungarian Government itself has tried to com- 
promise between the Nazis and the aristocrats. Dr. 
Imredy’s Government in 1938-9 introduced extreme anti- 
Semitic legislation. As a result, there was a flight of capital 
from the coimtry, factories closed down and unemploy- 
ment increased. Nazi disorder culminated m a bomb 
explosion in a Budapest synagogue. Imredy was charged 
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with, encouraging gangsterism by anti-Semitism, but he was 
not displaced until he himself, “super-racialist” and anti- 
Semite, had to admit that one of his great-grandfathers 
was of Jewish birth. 

Imredy was succeeded by Count Teleki, Conservative 
aristocrat, upon whose government intense Nazi pressure 
continues. Already by 1937, Hungary had become an 
economic satellite of Germany, and a “Cultural Agreement” 
made between Hungary and Germany in July 1936 virtu- 
ahy made Hungary a spiritual colony of the Third Reich.' 
Since the Nazi conquest of Czecho-Slovakia, Hungary has 
been at Hitler’s mercy, and has become little more than a 
mihtary and political annex to the Third Reich. Nazi 
Germany, however, is unpopular in Hungary, and all 
classes of people resent Hitler’s growing pressure. Some 
of Hitler’s most active opponents actually belong to the 
500,000 German minority in Hungary. These Germans 
are divided in their loyalties. One group, organised in the 
German Volksbund, is directed from Berlin. They have 
theur own party, their own flags, their ovm dress, and they 
demand autonomous rights as a separate national unit. 
They are Hitler’s “Fifth Column”. The remaining Ger- 
mans consider that they and them children will have a 
better future if they work with the Hungarians rather than 
against them. They are led by Anton Klein, a proimnent 
member of the Hungarian Small Farmers’ Party. Charac- 
teristic of the role now played by the Hungarian Govern- 
ment is the fact that it supports not the Germans loyal 
to it, but the Nazi Germans. The Loyalist Germans belong 
to the Opposition. 

Even if Hungary does join forces with Hitler, she is not 
likely to prove a reliable ally. Anti-Nazi feehng is strong 
in Hungary, and there will be powerful resistance from all 
classes to any attempt to make the Hungarian people 
fight Hitler’s war for him. Here again, the power of the 
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Peace Bloc will be decisive. If it grows strong enough. 
It will strengthen the position of Hungary’s anti-Nazis and 
will compel the Hungarian Government to adopt at least 
a position of neutrahty. The fact that Hungary joined 
the Anti-Comintern Pact settled nothing finally, for ever 
since the war, the Hungarian Government has brutally 
suppressed every trace of Communist activity. It would 
be premature even now to write off Hungary as a total loss, 
and the democratic governments must aid Hungary’s anti- 
Nazis by the resolution and strength of their own example. 


The Balkans and the Swastika. 

What hope has Hitler in the Balkans ? Albama has 
succumbed to the Axis. WiU the rest of the Balkans suffer 
the same fate ? 

The fate of Czecho-Slovakia and Albania has put the 
Balkans on guard. The British alhance with Turkey and 
guarantees to Rumania and Greece have greatly strength- 
ened their morale and will to resist. The Balkan Entente 
of Turkey, Greece, Yugo-Slavia and Rumania has long 
been a weU-estabhshed institution. It worked in the spirit 
of Kemal Ataturk and Alexander of Yugo-Slavia, who 
founded the Entente with the slogans “the Balkans for 
the Balkan Peoples” and “ Unity gives force.” The political 
front of the Balkan Entente is strengthened by a mihtary 
understanding. The General Staffs of the four countries 
of the Entente are in close consultation, and at their last 
open conference in Athens in November 1938, General 
Papagos, Chief of the Greek General Staff, declared that in 
their corner of Europe “international security could find 
no surer foundation than the close union of their four 
armies.” 

A regional security system thus already exists in the 
Balkans in spite of German and Italian attempts to destroy 
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it. The strength of this security system depends firstly on 
the resolution of each of its members, and secondly on 
the support it receives from outside For though the Balkan 
peoples have infinite courage, they are lU-eqmpped to 
defend their wheat, oil and minerals from the plunderer 
who covets them. Germany’s conquest of Czecho-Slovakia 
has worsened their rmhtary phght, for they used to get 
their arms from the Skoda Works and from Brno. That 
source of supply is now in German hands. Only if they 
are guaranteed effective mihtary support — and not merely 
moral gestures — ^will the Balkan States be able to maintain 
their independence ejffectively. 


Turkey. 

The most pronunent State m the Balkan Entente is 
Turkey. Turkey is a staunch fnend of Britain and France. 
She has sustamed close relations with Soviet Russia for 
years and hke the Soviet Umon wants peace above all 
else so that she may be able to transform herself from a 
backward agricultural country to a modern industrial 
state. To achieve peace, not only has she been active in 
the Balkan Entente, but to the East she has joined Afghan- 
istan, Iraq and Tran in a Pact of Non-aggression, signed at 
Saadabad in July 1937. 

Nazi Germany has shown active interest in this vital 
strategic power which controls the passage of aU warships, 
as well as the bulk of Europe’s oil imports, through the Black 
Sea Straits. Dr. Schacht actually succeeded in establishing 
Germany’s economic ascendancy over Turkey by his 
“cleanng” plan which by November 1936 secured for the 
Reich forty-five per cent of Turkey’s import and fifty-one 
per cent of her export trade. The Turkish Government 
became alarmed at the danger of economic enslavement 
and warmly welcomed the British approaches which 
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culminated m May 1938 in a British loan of £16,000,000 
to Turkey. 

After Mumch, Mimster Funk came to Dr. Schacht’s 
former hunting-ground and agreed to loan Turkey 
£12,500,000. Acceptance of this loan, however, did not 
indicate any change in Turkey’s affections, nor did the 
death of Kemal Ataturk alter the situation. Hrs successor, 
Ismet Inonu, was schooled by the late President, and, hke 
most of his fellow-countrymen, he reabses that Turkish 
independence has more to fear from a strong Germany 
than from a powerful Britain and France. Turkey has now 
joined the Peace Bloc and is a tower of strength in South- 
East Europe. 


Greece. 

Greece has settled her former bitter disputes with Turkey 
and Yugo-Slavia. The government of General Metaxas, 
however, is notoriously unstable. “Five Greeks, five 
Generals” is the old Venetian saying, and in a country 
where every inhabitant is an individualist d Voutrance and 
where the people for more than 2,000 years have directed 
their own destiny it has proved a hopeless task to make 
dictatorship succeed. A powerful anti-Metaxas movement 
is being secretly organised against Metaxas’s pro-German 
sympathies and anti-democratic practices. Even if Metaxas 
is not displaced in the near future, Greece is still imhkely 
to be found hostile to Britain in any crisis. She fears Italy 
more than Germany and will remain loyal to the Balkan 
Entente. In 1939 the Italian threat to Greece and the will 
of the Greek people made it necessary for Metaxas to com- 
promise his strong associations with Germany by accepting 
the British guarantee of Greece. 
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Rumania. 

Rumania too has accepted a British guarantee. Goenng 
told the Germans from Rumania attending the Breslau 
Turnfest in 1938 • “As soon as we have settled the Czechs 
it will be your turn.” Ever since 1933, the Nazis have set 
out to disrupt the Rumanian State With Germany’s 
military advance through Bohemia and Moravia into 
Slovakia, Rumania was subjected to overwhelming pressure 
from Berhn. The outcome was the Gennan-Rumanian 
Trade Agreement signed on March 23, 1939, which in 
effect subj'ugated Rumama’s economy to the convenience 
of Germany. It went so far as to provide for the estabhsh- 
ment of “free zones” which the Nazis (who are already 
creating a “Fifth Column” out of the 800,000-strong 
German minority in Rumania) are hkely to use as nests of 
agitation and propaganda 

But all IS not lost. Several months must pass before the 
new agreement with Germany has worked out, and if 
meanwhile, the British and French Governments along- 
side the Soviet Government make a real stand against 
German aggression, Rumania wiU still be able to retain 
her pohtical independence even though for the moment she 
may have submitted to economic enslavement. The 
Rumanian people has no desire to suffer the fate of the 
Czechs. The arrest of the two prominent Germanophiles — 
Strunga and Giorgio — vindicates that the Rumaman Govern- 
ment itself does not intend to allow free licence to Nazi 
propagandists. In all Rumanian circles there is a strong 
will to resist absorption by Nazi Germany. 


Yugo-Slavja. 

The Axis now considers Yugo-Slavia to be within its 
grasp. During the Government of Stoyadinovich there 
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were indications that Yugo-Slavia was moving from “good 
neighbourhness ” with Germany and Italy to alhance with the 
Rome-Berlm Axis. The new Yugo-Slav Government, pledged 
to a democratic solution of the Croat minority, problem 
IS supported by the pro-British and pro-French democratic 
elements m Yugo-Slavia. It is, however, a weak Govern- 
ment. The Croat problem is stiU imsolved, and so long as 
Croat claims are rejected in Belgrade, there is considerable 
danger that Germany and Italy will use Croat grievances 
to disrupt the Yugo-Slav State. Reports that leaders of 
the Croat peasant party have already applied to Germany 
for intervention are demed by these leaders themselves, and 
it is probable that these reports have been dehberately 
fabricated in Berlin. Dr. Machek, the Croat leader, in 
fact stated two days after the fall of Prague that he did not 
want his country to share the destiny of Slovakia. But 
Dr. Machek does not speak for every Croat. Extremists 
in Zagreb (the Croatian capital) are organising demonstra- 
tions, and there are reports that the Nazis are organising 
the Croat extremists in Vienna under Ante Pavelitch’s 
leadership. 

Another danger in Yugo-Slavia is the Regent’s anti- 
Bolshevist obsession, which is stimulated by his family — 
his wife. Princess Olga, his father-in-law, Prince Nicholas 
of Greece, his mother-in-law. Princess Helena, who was 
a Russian Princess before her marriage and his brother-in- 
law, Count Toerring, who lives in Munich and is one of 
Hitler’s heutenants. The atmosphere of his court is White 
Russian. Hitler and Mussolini have done their utmost 
to win Pnnce Paul as an ally. Mussohni lifted all the 
duties off the immense Demidoff fortune which Prince 
Paul inherited and allowed him to carry it off. 

The Yugo-Slav people, however, are profoimdly anti- 
German and anti-Itahan and favour aUiance with France 
and Britain. After the German conquest of Austria and 
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Czecho-Slovakia, there were big popular demonstrations 
against Germany all over Yugo-Slavia. In these circum- 
stances it IS highly unlikely that the Yugo-Slav Govern- 
ment, even if it wanted to, will fight on Hitler’s side. 
However, there is a danger that Yugo-Slavia wiU, by 
threats, pressure and promises and by the activities of 
Axis agents inside the country, be turned into a benevolent 
neutral. If Yugo-Slavia were to become a supply source 
for the Axis and were to allow the Axis full use of her 
ports and railways, she would make the task of the Peace 
Bloc in South-East Europe much more difficult. This is 
the plan of Hitler and Mussohm now — ^to beat down 
Yugo-Slavia’s resistance by a “war of nerves”. 

Bulgaria, 

The position of Bulgaria is another weak point in the 
armour of the Peace Bloc. Bulgaria is the chief obstacle 
in the way of Balkan solidanty. It is true that her isolation 
was to some extent overcome by the Salonica Agreement 
of July 31, 1938, between Bulgana and the Entente Powers. 
By this Agreement, Bulgana adhered to the Non-Aggression 
understanding already in force between the members of the 
Entente. In return the Entente Powers agreed to renounce 
clauses in the Treaty of Nemlly which limited Bulgaria’s 
mihtary strength. 

Bulgaria, however, has a grievance against the members 
of the Balkan Entente. There are large Bulganan minon- 
ties in each of the Balkan countries, and after Munich 
there were violent street demonstrations in Sofia against 
the Kiosseivanov Government for its failure to press Bul- 
garia’s claims. Bulgana’s relations with her neighbours 
are now more satisfactory. Hitler’s annexation of Bohemia 
and Moravia drew Bulgaria much closer to her Balkan 
neighbours, and on the day the Reichswehr occupied Prague, 
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anti-German demonstrations tooky place in Sofia. In 
April 1939, the Bulgarian Government dissolved the Bul- 
garian Nazi Party, the RatnizU which had branches through- 
out the country and was amply supported by Germany. 
Given goodwill on both sides, Bulgaria may m the near 
future join the Balkan Entente in a Balkan Federation. 
Bulgaria’s neighbours must pay a price for her co-opera- 
tion and the good ofiSices of Britain and France can here 
effect treaty revision of a really peaceful kind. 

The failure of the Balkan States to give hberal treat- 
ment to the Bulgarian minorities should also be rectified. 
So long as these minorities are denied hberty of language, 
culture and organisation, their grievances are likely to 
flare up in any crisis, particularly smce Hitler has taken 
up the role of Protector of Minorities. Finally, the Peace 
Bloc should assist Bulgaria economically and release her 
from dependence on the Reich, to which she now sends 
75 per cent of her exports. 



CHAPTER X 


WHAT IS TO BE DONE NOW? 


“For happiness and prosperity among men, justice should be 
strong, and force should be just ” 

Pascal 


The aggressors are on the march. Can they be stopped ? 
The answer is an emphatic “Yes”. As Viscount Samuel 
has pointed out. Hitler has become what Doctor Johnson 
called a man with “the hiss of the world against him”. 
Hitler and Mussohm stand condemned. The wiU of 
Europe’s free peoples to resist is growing. The potential 
strength of the Peace forces is overwhelming both from the 
mihtary and economic point of view. Internally, Italy, 
Germany and Japan are in a state of permanent crisis. 
The measure of their capacity to threaten bears little rela- 
tion to their actual strength to fight. In spite of the faU 
of the bastion of Czecho-Slovakia, the aggressors can still 
be halted. Why then does the world stand in fear of them, 
waiting upon the speeches of Hitler as upon the judgment 
of doom? There is but one reason — ^the failure of the 
Peace forces to combine their strength against war. British 
and French statesmen have been content with mere absence 
of war, with the kind of peace that has been slowly 
enslaving Europe. A 'peace founded on good faith and 
collaboration [between the Governments who desire it has 
not yet been tried. The defence of peace has not yet been 
attempted. Throughout the period of aggression the 
British Government has denied that it is impossible to co~ 
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operate with the aggressor and at the same time maintain 
peace. Only when the sword was thrust into Czecho- 
slovakia’s side did Mr. Chamberlain begin to appreciate 
the fact that a State which wants peace cannot afford to 
collaborate with an Alliance which proclaims and uses 
force as its instrument of pohcy. 

The outcome of Mr. Chamberlain’s delusion has been 
catastrophic. It has meant abandoning to the Aggressor 
the victim of Aggression, and refusing to take the side of 
the defenders of the collective system of security against 
those who were dehberately intent on destroying it. In the 
crisis of the invasion of Manchuria by Japan ; the crisis of 
Mussohni’s war on Abyssima; the crisis of Hitler’s and 
Mussohni’s onslaught on Spain; the crisis of Japan’s war 
on China ; the cnsis of Hitler’s march on Czechoslovakia — 
in all these, the British National Government pursued a 
pohcy which not only weakened peace but endangered the 
vital interests and the very safety of Britain. Each time 
Mr. Chamberlain moved closer to Hitler and Mussohm, 
each time something happened — a Bntish ship was sunk 
in the Mediterranean, British loans to Austria were dis- 
honoured by the Nazi Government — ^which exposed the 
fundamental conflict of interests between the aggressors 
and the Bntish Empire. 

What IS to be done now ? 

“Once it is known that a powerful federation of states 
will infalhbly fight if certain deeds are done, there are great 
hopes and chances that those deeds will not be done.”^ 
This is the answer to Hitler’s challenge. 

The immediate necessity is to prepare to counter a “light- 
ning stroke” by Nazi Germany. Nazi Germany cannot 
survive a long war. Knowledge of this explains the wish- 
ful thinking of Nazi strategists that: 

^ Mr. Winston ChurchiU, speaking in the House of Commons on 
April 3, 1939. 
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“Technical possibihties exist to-day of shattering the resist- 
ance of the enemy country both physically and morally at the 
•earhest possible stage of the war by persistent, sudden and 
unexpected bombing attacks.” 

Nazi military strategy is directed to this end. The war 
on the West the Nazis plan will not follow the lines of 1914, 
with skirmishes on the frontiers and only gradual mobihsa- 
tion of strength. The Nazis wiU launch huge attacks 
immediately and attempt to smash their way in the first 
stage of the war to the base of their opponents’ operations. 

Already the progress of British and French re-armament 
makes the success of such a “hghtning stroke” unlikely, 
and some Nazi strategists like Colonel Thomas are well 
aware of this fact. Colonel Thomas, of the German 
General Staff, has written . 

"The wrong idea of a short war has already been our ruin 
once, and therefore we should not let ourselves be gmded by 
the wish idea of a short war even in this age of armoured air- 
craft squadrons Coal, iron and oil will play as great a role 
in the next war as the magmtude of the operations and the 
heroism of the troops engaged in them ” 

This, however, does not appear to be the preponderant 
Nazi opinion. So long as the balance of military forces 
in Europe remains doubtful, Nazi extrermsts will be 
tempted to embark upon a "lightning stroke” adventure 
and Europe’s peace will continue to hang by a thread. 

The first necessity, therefore, is a three-Power Military 
Alliance between Britain, France and Russia. Britain and 
France and the allies they may win in the countries who 
feel themselves endangered by Nazi aggression are not 
enough to create a Peace Bloc so overwhelming that even 

* Major Bartz, a German air expert, in MiUtarmssenschafthche 
Rundschau, March 1936. 
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the desperate minds of the Wilhelmstrasse will think more 
than twice before embarking on a war. 

It is not only the Nazis who would be impressed by the 
signing of such a Military Pact. It is a law of politics 
no less than of physics that the greater attracts the lesser 
body. The Peace Bloc can now bring under its wing all 
those countries which are adopting the attitude expressed 
by the Turkish President, Ismet Inbnu, on May 29, 
1939: “Reahsing that to-day the blow may fall on our 
neighbours and to-morrow on ourselves, we are taking 
timely measures to meet the dangers confronting us.” A 
powerful alliance now is likely .to attract the waverers, 
Yugo-Slavia, Bulgaria and the others, and to put in doubt 
the position of Hungary and Spain 

An Anglo-French-Soviet Alhance will have another valu- 
able effect — ^it Will be a token that the British Government 
means business. Mr. Chamberlain’s Government is still 
viewed with grave suspicion all over the world. The 
criticism that Mr. Chamberlain and his Cabinet have shown 
“the meptality of the man in the city who only needs a 
short-term security because he knows he can sell out to- 
morrow” represents a view that Mr. Chamberlain’s limited 
agreements have done little to remove. 

Americans in particular are not slow to forget that on 
March 17, 1939, when German troops were already in 
Prague, the Federation of British Industries announced 
an agreement with Germany. This agreement involved a 
joint British-German trade drive in various parts of the 
world, especially m South America, where the U.S.A. 
would be the principal loser 

Americans and Russians also note that Sir John Simon, 
described in the House of Commons as the “evil genius” 
of British foreign pohcy, remains Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and that Mr. Chamberlain, who m 1938 made a 
pact with Hitler and went to Rome to consolidate his 
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friendsMp with. Mussolini, remains Prime Mimster of 
Britain. They note also that the gradual triumph of 
Mumchism in Britain and France ran parallel with the 
growth of pohtical reaction, that in Britain its leaders 
represented the most reactionary elements in British Con- 
servatism, that in France, the Munichois — Bonnet, Flandin, 
Caillaux, Chautemps — represented the extreme Right 
elements in business and finance 

The attitude of the U.S.A. and the U S S.R , both mighty 
forces whose support is essential for the restraint of aggres- 
sion, was summed up in the Washington Post, whose views 
are close to those of President Roosevelt : 

“the United States and Russia are similar in their attitude 
towards the crisis. Each emeiged from the last war bitterly 
disillusioned with the results. While each is hostile to Nazidom, 
both are also suspicious of Britain and France. Each regards 
itself relatively secure and unwilling to jeopardise security in 
the others’ behalf. Appeasement has failed and resistance has 
been substituted, but unless Russia and the United States 
actively sympathise, resistance now may come too late, for the 
Dictators’ boasts are justified and the Axis no longer fears 
Bntain and France alone 

“Russia’s freedom of decision would disappear if Poland fell, 
and the defeat of Britain and France would cause America to 
face a very different and most disagreeable future. Incredible 
though it seems it is no longer premature to confront both these 
contingencies ’’ 

An American Congressman said in the early years of the 
last war that England’s best tactics to ensure American 
help would be to lose a few battles. The lost battle of 
Munich had very much the same eflfect. 

But the Western democracies will not get and must not 
expect America’s help unless they deserve it. “Material 
interest or not, common ideals or not, the United States 
will not bolster up democracies that show themselves weak 
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in facing the aggressors Reactionary Britain would for- 
feit American respect and be left to her fate.”^ America’s 
position IS as decisive now as it was in 1917. And the first 
condition for the moral and material support of the United 
States IS to follow America’s own example and adopt a 
firm forthright attitude in Europe. Steps in that direction 
are already being made by the British Government, but at 
snail’s pace. Secondly, there must be direct and immediate 
collaboration with the Umted States in those fields where 
there is active community of interest, particularly in the 
Far East and in commercial pohcies in South America. 
“Mr. Roosevelt has taken political risks in his stand; it 
is for us to support him by convincing the American 
people that their trust would not be misplaced.” 

The Peace Alliance must be made as close as that of the 
Axis, and steps towards the co-ordination of the forces of 
the Peace Bloc should be undertaken at once, by military, 
naval and air staff talks. Britain herself should increase 
the contribution she can make in the military sphere by 
aiming at the rapid training now in time of peace of a still 
more powerful army. To call on untrained patriotism 
in the hour of battle is, as Mr. Amery said, sheer murder. 
Without serious risk of embracing Fascism in order to 
defend democracy — a risk which must be jealously guarded 
against, particularly if the Chamberlain > administration 
contmues in power — Britain could organize and train for 
national defence on a comprehensive scale, provided only 
that the Government’s foreign policy commanded full 
support, a proviso which will be fulfilled if the Peace Bloc 
is established. 

Meantime, the line of the Peace Bloc must be quite 
simply: “Hold what we have.” It must refuse even to 
discuss claims made by Ehtler and Mussolmi unless they 
advance effective guarantees in earnest of their good faith 
* Manchester Guardian Weekly, February 3, 1939. 
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and give evidence of that good faith by such minimum 
action as the removal of German soldiers and police from 
Bohemia and Moravia, and by the recall of Italian troops 
from Albania, with free plebiscites in each of these terri- 
tories. Neither in Danzig nor Tunis, Eupen-Malm6dy or 
Jibuti, or any other territory subject to Axis pressure 
should there be any surrender on the part of the Peace Bloc. 

“Appeasement” has proved a ghastly failure. Yet the 
advocates of appeasement are still clamorous in Pans and 
London and are actually encouraging Hitler by making 
him believe that he has powerful friends in Britain and 
France and that the democratic states are not united in 
support of a firm policy. The effect of this is actually to 
bring war nearer, not to postpone it. If, for instance, 
the line adopted by The Times that “Danzig is not worth 
a war” became Britain’s policy, it would ,be equivalent to 
handing over the keys of Poland to Hitler. “Whoever 
rules the course of the Vistula and Danzig is more fully 
master of Poland than the king who reigns over it”, said 
Fredenck the Great of Prussia before annexing Danzig to 
Prussia in 1793. Once Hitler masters Danzig he will 
master Poland as certainly as he mastered Czechoslovakia 
once the Sudetenland became his He would weaken 
Poland’s value as an ally, and could unleash a war with 
greater chances of victory. That in itself would increase 
the probability of war One thmg only is likely to deter 
Hitler — and that is the sure prospect of defeat. To 
strengthen Hitler’s chances of victory, which is what 
“appeasement”, whether backed by Printing House Square 
or 10 Downing Street, would involve, would make war in 
Europe more certain. And if appeasement is revived the 
Czech tragedy will be followed by Polish, Rumanian, 
Ukrainian, Swiss, Danish, Dutch tragedies, the Albanian 
disaster by the elimination of Yugoslavia and Greece, until 
m the end all Europe becomes a slave state of the Axis. 
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Lord Horder has written 

“If a man tells us he is an epileptic, if we have ourselves 
several times seen him m a fit, and if he now utters the warmng 
cry, we do not say: ‘perhaps, after all, he will not have another 
fit’ , we get our first-aid measures ready and hope to God we 
are not too late.” 

Concessions to Hitler and Mussolini now, when a positive 
movement against aggression is increasing in momentum, 
would be disastrous Hitler would use every concession 
made by him to break the will-power of the country that 
granted it. It would help him in the “war of nerves” he is 
now waging all over Europe. 

Nor must there be concessions in the economic sphere. 
On the contrary, immediate steps must be taken to bolster 
up the economic independence of States threatened by 
Nazi Germany. As in the Napoleonic period, Britain 
must make her decisive contribution in the economic 
sphere. Ordinary commercial transactions are not enough. 
In extraordinary times extraordinary methods are called 
for. There must be frank subsidizing of Britain’s trade 
in the threatened territory of South-East Europe. Ger- 
man Balkan trade flourishes because the Nazi State subsi- 
dizes it. With that trade Germany is endeavouring to sap 
the vitahty and undermine the independence of her cus- 
tomers. Those customers are only too anxious to escape 
from Nazi enslavement. Britain must step in and save 
them from the necessity of being tied to Germany’s 
economic machine. The cost involved will not be great. 
The Economist^ has shown that “the needed increase in 
British trade with the Balkans can be accommodated with 
the enormous international commerce of the United King- 
dom without any substantial disturbance of Britain’s pur- 
chases from other countries”. The total of Germany’s 
^Economist, May 20, 1939. 
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Balkan trade, now a vital factor in Europe’s balance of 
political forces, is insignificant compared with the total 
of British imports. 

Imports into Germany Total imports into 
{Old Reich) from United Kingdom from 

Poland, Rumania, all sources. 

Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, 

Greece and Turkey. 



1938 

1938 


(1,000 tons) 

(1,000 tons) 

Wheat 

304 

5,160 

Barley 

229 

1,010 

Maize 

835 

2,930 

Meat 

19 

1,574 

Eggs 

20 

192 

Oil cake 

13 

603 

Fruit 

278 

(1937) 1,208 

Tobacco 

49 

157 

Timber 

643 

10,067 

Mineral oil 

451 

12,048 


The total value of Germany’s imports from these six 
countries is only about £60,000,000 The financial burden 
of subsidizing expansion of Bntain’s trade with Eastern 
Europe would thus not be heavy. In the words of the 
Economist: 

“As in so many other aspects of preparedness, the greatest 
difficulty m the way of grantmg substantial economic assist- 
ance to our newly acquired and prospective Allies — ^the assist- 
ance without which they may not remam our Allies for long — 
lies not in the technical details of the measures that would have 
to be adopted, intricate though they would be, but in our own 
unwiUmgness to depart from settled and estabhshed ways. 
Once the psychological handicap of our reluctance to undertake 
trade for any purpose other than our immediate profit is over- 
come, commercial policy provides a means of securmg the 
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Peace Front which will pay enormous dividends m political 
com.”^ 

In Hitler’s “war of nerves” the economic factor is tre- 
mendously important. 

The Peace Front must not confine to Europe its pressure 
to restrain aggression. Failure to stop aggression in the 
Far East in 1931 began the rot which reached its climax 
in the Nazi march on Prague in March 1939. Failure to 
stop aggression in the Far East now wiU have the same 
dire consequences. 

Once the Peace Bloc comes into being it will be backed 
by such preponderant force as to be able to take the 
imtiative in world affairs. In all four forces in modern 
warfare — aircraft, navies, arimes and economic power — 
the Peace Bloc is overwhelmingly superior to the Axis, 
even with the adhesion of Japan, Hungary and Spain. ^ 

The formation of a Peace Front is only a beginning, 
not an end in itself. From this basis, the British Govern- 
ment must go on to take the initiative in world affairs. 
As the Americans put it, the British Lion must cease to 
be the “Lion of least resistance”. The British Govern- 
ment must take steps to recreate the collective system 
of peace. Already there are nuclei of regional collective 
systems with which a close link can be made — ^m Europe, 
the Balkan Entente and the Scandinavian Powers; in the 
New World the American Bloc, vital counterweight to 
Axis power in Europe and inspired now by Roosevelt’s 
“stronger than words” policy. Peace is not a sort of world 
stoppage. Unless it is creative of better relationships it 
wiU disintegrate hke the last peace of 1919 to 1931. The 
British Government must now prepare a plan for peace 
of which reciprocity will be the basis. The crux is the 

^Economist, May 20, 1939. 

* See Military Strength of the Powers, by Max Werner (Gollancz.). 
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Nazi problem. Once that is tackled, the Italian and 
Japanese problems will be comparatively easy to solve. 
There must be no new appeasement of Hitler on Mumch 
hnes. This time the appeasement must be mutual. The 
demands of the Peace Front to Hitler can be laid down 
along such lines as these : 

1. Evacuation of Bohemia and Moravia 

2. Free plebiscite in Austria on the lines of the Saar plebiscite, 

under international administration. 

3 End subversive propaganda abroad. 

4. Disarmament equivalent to disarmament by the Peace 
Bloc powers 

If Hitler accepts these terms the Peace Bloc can offer him : 

1 . Full secunty for his coimtry as an equal in the deliberations 

of the new League of Nations. 

2. Improved facihties for transit through the Pohsh Corridor 

3 Open and equal access to colonies, monopoly control of 

which will be abohshed. 

4 Financial aid m the interim period of adjusting German 

industry to peace-time conditions. 

A financial pool would be created to which each nation 
would contnbute its portion. Hitler’s refusal to accept 
such terms as these would expose him to his own people 
and to the world. 

What of Bntain’s home policy Immediate improve- 
ment in war preparedness and not merely rehance on war 
potential is urgent in the nulitary and industrial field. 
Resistance to aggression involves risks, which must be 
faced with cheerfulness in view of the still greater risks 
which will certainly arise for Britain if aggression is not 
resisted. The British Government has to a hunted extent 
bowed before the storm of demand for a Mimstry of 
Supply, but it has only provided a compromise solution. 
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a “ Half Ministry.” A complete new Ministry of Defence 
which, will co-ordxnate the work of the forces and of the 
Supply Department is stiU essential. 

Democratic opinion abroad must be mobihsed by 
strengthemng democracy at home. The tendency in Britain 
since the war has been m the opposite direction — a ten- 
dency grimly reminiscent of one of the most reactionary 
periods in British history, from 1790 to 1820. A new 
Six Acts have been passed: the Police Act, 1919; the Em- 
ergency Powers Act, 1920; the Official Secrets Act, 1922; 
The Trade Union Act, 1927 ; the Incitement to Disaffection 
Act, 1934 ; and the Pubhc Order Act, 1936. The old statutes 
of the French Revolutionary period have been dug up 
and made use of after a century of disuse. It is a dangerous 
tendency and one which will obviously be intensified in 
time of war. The British people must beware of the danger 
that the defence of freedom from external attack may, in 
the hands of a reactionary administration, involve the 
betrayal of freedom from within. A century ago Heme 
remarked that the Englishman loved hberty like his wedded 
wife, and then added, that he might some day take her to 
Smithfield with a rope round her neck and sell her. That 
is what Hitler wants Bntain to do. He has made it plain 
that the condition of collaboration with him is the sup- 
pression in this country of democratic ideas and methods, 
which he denounces as “democratic poison”. The answer 
to Hitler’s threat is not to stretch the letter of Gag Laws 
hke the Official Secrets Act to suppress cnticism, not to 
use as an instrument of inquisition legislation designed 
to counter espionage, not to bring pressure on the Press 
to tone down criticism of the Dictators or refrain from 
criticism of a policy of “appeasement” of them, not to 
use film censorship to keep out fiLlms which show up the 
dictators to the world. “We must avoid the spintual folly 
of going totahtarian m an effort to avoid it”. If we fail 
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to do this we shall have succumbed to Hitler’s “War of 
nerves”, to the attack from within. 

Nazism, which thrives in conditions of poverty, hunger, 
unemployment and social insecurity, must be met by an 
active programme of social reform. In the words of 
President Roosevelt* 

“The imited strength of a democratic nation can be mustered 
only when its people, educated by modern standards, know what 
IS going on and have the conviction that they are receiving as 
large a share of material success and human digmty as they have 
a right to receive.” 

Does Britain to-day fulfil these requirements ? Bntain has 
immense reserves of men, material and wealth lying idle 
They must be called upon at once for the urgent task of 
social reconstruction. 

Democracy itself needs to be transformed and revitahsed. 
The old men have Bntain in their spmtless gnp They 
resent and resist the granting of responsibihty to those 
under 40 Their own dispiritedness infects the country 
In particular, the basic uncertainty and negativism of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s policy has penetrated the whole national 
administration and stiU thwarts efforts for an adequate 
economic and social reconstruction. It lowers Bntam’s 
morale. From whom have the strident challenges to 
dictatorships come in recent years, whose is the Govern- 
ment which has boldly asserted the behefs of a free people ? 
Not Mr. Chamberlain, but President Roosevelt. Mr. 
Chamberlain has gone so far as to confess that although 
Fascism may not do for us, he cannot get up “much 
excitement over different systems of Government, apart 
from particular actions which may not necessarily be in- 
herent in the system”. Is this the spirit with which British 
democracy is to face the gravest challenge in its history ? 

New measures need new men. There can be no recon- 
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struction unless fresh blood is let in to the Government 
of England. 

An active programme of reform is particularly imperative 
in the colomes. In an era when pressing demands for 
colonies are being made, only by one token can our ad- 
ministration of colonies be justified — ^by improvement m 
the condition of the colonial peoples. It is not enough 
to refuse colomes to Hitler, right though that refusal is. 
It is a maxim of law that he who comes to Eqmty must 
come with clean hands. Britain’s immediate duty is to 
reform her ‘""slum empire”. From the West Indies to India 
comes the resurgent demand for equity for the native. 
Delay is dangerous. For to alienate the colonial peoples 
means to open the gates still wider to German and Itahan 
intrigues, of the kind already witnessed in Palestine, 
Tunis and Syria, to extend Hitler’s chances of attack from 
within. 

The need for action on these fines is urgent. Europe 
has been steadily drifting towards chaos during the last 
seven years not because the forces of peace lack power 
but because their representatives lack the will to resist 
aggression. If they are found wanting now, they will 
not have a second chance. 
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Banded Monk 

Yes I was to j6.nd it I even 
had it already in my possession 
An urchin of seven years, with an 
alert countenance, not washed 
every day, bare feet, and dilapi- 
dated breeches supported by a 
piece of string, who frequented the 
house as a dealer in turnips and 
tomatoes, arrived one day with his 
basket of vegetables Havmg re- 
ceived the few halfpence expected 
by his mother as the pncc of the 
garden-stuff, and having counted 
them one by one into the hollow 
of his hand, he took from his 
pocket an object which he had 
discovered the day before beneath 
a hedge when gathering greenstuff 
for his rabbits 

‘‘And this — will you have this’ " 
he said, handing me the object 
“Why, certainly I will have it 
Try to find me more, as many as 
you can, and on Sunday you shall 
have lots of rides on the wooden 
horses In the meantime here is 
a penny for you Don't forget it 
when you make up your accounts , 
don't mix it with your tumip- 
money, put it by itself" Beam- 
mg with satisfaction at such wealth, 
httle tousle-head promised to search 
industriously, already foreseeing a 
fortune 

When he had gone I exammed 
the thing. It was worth examina- 
tion It was a fine cocoon, thick 
and with blunt ends, very like a 
silkworm's cocoon, firm to the touch 
and of a tawny colour A brief 
reference to the text-books almost 
convinced me that this was a 
cocoon of the Bomhyx quercus If 
so, what a find! I could contmue 
my mquiry and perhaps confirm 
what my study of the Great Pea- 
cock had made me suspect 
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Banded Monk (continued) 

The Bombyx of the oak-tree is, 
in fact, a classic moth , indeed, 
there is no entomological text-book 
bnt speaks of its exploits at matmg- 
time It IS said that a female 
emerged from the pnpa m captivity, 
in the interior of an apartment, and 
even in a closed box It was far 
from the country, amidst the tumult 
of a large city Nevertheless, the 
event was known to those concerned 
in the woods and meadows Guided 
by some mysterious compass, the 
males arrived, haste n i n g from the 
distant fields , they went to the 
box, fluttered against it, and flew 
to and fro in the room 

These marvels I had learned by 
reading, but to see such a thing 
with one^s own eyes, and at the 
same time to devise experiments, is 
quite another thing What had 
my penny bargain m store for me^ 
Would the famous Bombyx issue 
from it? 

Let us call it by its other name, 
the Banded Monk This original 
name of Monk was suggested by 
the costume of the male, a monk's 
robe of a modest rusty red But in 
the case of the femaJe the brown 
fustian gives place to a beautiful 
velvet, with a pale transversal band 
and little white eyes on the fore 
pair of wings 

The Monk is not a common 
butterfly which can be caught by 
anyone who takes out a net at the 
proper season I have never seen 
it around our village or in the 
solitude of my grounds during a 
residence of twenty years It is 
true that I am not a fervent 
butterfly-catcher, the dead msect 
of the collector's cabinet has little 
mterest for me, I must have it 
living, m the exercise of its func- 
tions. But although_I have pot 
the collector's zeal I have an 
attentive eye to all that flies or 
crawls m the fields A butterfly 
so remarkable for its size and 
colouring would never have escaped 
my notice had 1 encountered it 

The little searcher whom I had 
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Banded Monk {continued) 

enticed by a promise of rides upon 
wooden horses never made a second 
find For three years I requisi- 
tioned friends and neighbours, and 
especially their children, sharp- 
sighted snappers-up of trifles , I 
myself hunted often under heaps 
of withered leaves , I inspected 
stone-heaps and visited hollow tree- 
trnnks Useless pams, the prec- 
ious cocoon was not found It is 
enough to say that the Banded 
Monk IS extremely rare in my 
neighbourhood The importance of 
this fact will presently appear 

As I suspected, my cocoon was 
truly that of the celebrated Oak 
Eggar On the 20th of August a 
female emerged from it corpulent, 
big-bellied, coloured like the male, 
but lighter in hue I placed her 
under the usual wire cover in the 
books, bottles, trays, boxes, test- 
tubes, and other apparatus I 
have explained the situation m 
speaking of the Great Peacock 
Two windows light the room, both 
opening on the garden One was 
closed, the other open day and 
night The butterfly was placed m 
the shade, between the line of the 
two windows, at a distance of 
12 or 15 feet 

The rest of that day and the next 
went by without any occurrence 
worthy of notice Hanging by the 
feet to the front of the wire cover, 
on the side nearest to the light, the 
prisoner was motionless, inert 
There was no oscillation of the 
wings, no tremor of the antennae 
The female of the Great Peacock 
behaved in g, similar fashion 

The female Bombyx gradually 
matured, her tender tissues gradually 
becoming firmer By some process 
of which our scientists have not the 
least idea she elaborated a myster- 
ious lure which would bring her lovers 
from the four corners of the sky 
What was happening in this big- 
bellied body, what transmutations 
were accomplished, thus to affect 
tl^e whole countryside^ 

On the third day the bride was 
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Banded Monk {conHnued) 

ready The festival opened bril- 
liantly I was in the garden, 
already despairing of success, for 
the days were passing and nothing 
had occurred, when towards three 
in the afternoon, the weather being 
very hot and the sun radiant, I 
perceived a crowd of butterflies 
gyrating m the embrasure of the 
open window 

The lovers had at last come to 
visit their lady Some were emerg- 
ing from the room, others were 
entering it, others, clinging to the 
wall of the house, were resting as 
though exhausted by a long jour- 
ney I could see others approach- 
ing in the distance, fiying over the 
walls, over the screens of cypress 
They came from all directions, but 
at last with decreasmg frequency 
I had missed the opening of the 
convocation, and now the gathering 
was almost complete 

I went indoors and upstairs 
This time, m full daylight and 
without losing a detail, I witnessed 
once more the astonishing spectacle 
to which the great nocturnal butter- 
fly had first introduced me The 
study contamed a cloud of males, 
which I estimated, at a glance, as 
being about sixty in number, so 
far as the movement and confusion 
allowed me to count them at all 
After circling a few times over the 
cage many of them went to the open 
wmdow, but returned immediately 
to recommence their evolutions 
The most eager ahghted on the 
cover, tramplmg on one another, 
trying to get the best places On 
the other side of the barrier the 
captive, her great body hanging 
against the wire, waited immovable 
She betrayed not a sign of emotion 
in the face of this turbulent swarm 
ta. Going and entering, perched on 
the cover or fluttering round the 
room, for more than three hours 
they continued their frenzied sara- 
band But the sun was sinking, 
and the temperature was slowly 
falling The ardour of the butter- 
flies also cooled Many went out 
INUED 
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Banded Monk (conttnued) 
not to retuni Others took up tlieir 
positions to wait for the i^aieties of 
the following day, they clung to 
the cross-bars of the closed windows 
as the males of the Great Peacock 
had done. The rejoicings were over 
for the day They would certainly 
be renewed on the morrow, smce the 
courtship was without result on 
account of the barrier of the wire- 
gauze cover. 

But, alas^ to my great astonish- 
ment, they were not resumed, and 
the fault was mine Late in the 
day a Praymg Mantis was brought 
to me, which merited attention on 
account of its exceptionally small 
size Preoccupied with the events 
of the aftbmoon, and absent- 
minded, I hastily placed the pre- 
datory insect under the same cover 
as the moth It did not occur to 
me for a moment that this co- 
habitation could lead to any harm. 
The Mantis was so slender, and the 
other so corpulent* 

Alas* I little knew the fury of 
carnage animatmg the creature 
that wielded those tiny grappling- 
irons* Next morning I met with a 
disagreeable surprise I found the 
little Mantis devourmg the great 
moth The head and the fore part 
of the thorax had already dis- 
appeared Horrible creature * at 
what an evil hour you came to mel 
Good-bye to my researches, the 
plans which I had caressed all night 
m my imagination* For three 
years for lack of a subject, I was 
unable to resume them 

Bad luck, however, was not to 
make me forget the little I had 
learned On one smgle occasion 
about sixty males had arrived 
Considermg the rarity of the Oak 
Eggar, and remembermg the years 
of fruitless search on the part of my 
helpers and myself, this number 
was no less than stupefying 

{Extract from Social Life in the 
Insect World, by J. H. Fabre, one 
of the Pehcan volumes.) 
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